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March 2017

Facultyv Voices

Senate Highlights

e The Interim President
addresses the Senate.

See below under "Open Forum" for
details.

e News on Summer and Fall
2017 faculty hires.

See below under "Chair's Report" for
details.

e Other Senate News

Content below was taken directly
from the minutes of the Faculty
Senate meeting on March 23, 2017.
Many thanks to Sarah Soulek for
preparing the minutes.

http://www.utsa.edu/senate/newsletter/2017/march/[10/2/19, 10:28:34 AM]
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Cﬁ S Q{epo t Secretary Qf the

General Taculty

UTsA

Dr. Emily Bonner Dr. Joshua Thurow

Dr. Bonner said that minutes from the Dr. Thurow said that at the last Texas
Dean’s Advisory Council meetings are Council of Faculty Senates meeting, a
available here. They include updates on resolution was passed in support of the
topics such as scholarships, census updates, issues raised in the higher education

and doctoral applications. Additional agenda documentary Starving the Beast. He said the
items may be sent to Dr. Bonner. Summer resolution endorses some of the issues in
hires were discussed at the most recent the documentary as an accurate

representation of concerns today. The

documentary can be viewed for free using

http://www.utsa.edu/senate/newsletter/2017/march/[10/2/19, 10:28:34 AM]


http://graduateschool.utsa.edu/faculty-staff/minutes2/
http://www.starvingthebeast.net/
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Provost’s Report | Curriculum

Committee

Dr. Mauli Agrawal Dr. Alistair Welchman

Dr. Agrawal said that results from a survey
sanctioned by Chancellor McRaven will be
released next week. The survey looks at the
sexual environment at each campus and
gathers data from students on each campus.
He said that he has heard concerns from
students about the cost of textbooks.
Students are asking that faculty consider
utilizing free, online textbooks when

possible. Dr. Agrawal said that the senate

http://www.utsa.edu/senate/newsletter/2017/march/[10/2/19, 10:28:34 AM]
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Open Forum Open Forum

Interim President Pedro Reyes Edwin Barea-Rodriguez
Interim President Pedro Reyes introduced Edwin Barea-Rodriguez said that on behalf

himself to the Faculty Senate. He said that he of LaRazza faculty, an op-ed has been sent to
met with the executive committee recently '
to discuss areas of focus for UTSA. One of the
issues discussed was the budget. He said
that the university is losing funding due to
SB1, which would specifically cut finding for
special items. He said this type of funding is
critical for UTSA, and that he is trying to
convey the return on investment, pointing
out that the money is put back into the
state’s economy in even greater numbers.
Special funding items include TX prep, the

Institute of Texan Cultures, the Small

Business Development Center, etc. Dr. Reyes
said that there could be as much as $25
million cut from UTSA’s budget over the

next biennium. With regard to policy, he said

http://www.utsa.edu/senate/newsletter/2017/march/[10/2/19, 10:28:34 AM]
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The Senate is responsible for gathering stakeholder feedback
related to HOP Policies. Be on the lookout for emails from your
department Senator seeking feedback on these policies. This is
one way that faculty provide important feedback for policy, so
please send comments as indicated. Without your comments, your
Senator cannot represent your voice.

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS ABOUT THE NEWSLETTER?

http://www.utsa.edu/senate/newsletter/2017/march/[10/2/19, 10:28:34 AM]
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CONTACT CHAD MAHOOD: CHAD.MAHOOD@UTSA.EDU

http://www.utsa.edu/senate/newsletter/2017/march/[10/2/19, 10:28:34 AM]
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