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Kerry’s Korner

This past month has been full of special, or at least memorable, experiences for our
family. Some were ‘over the top’ exciting while others were disturbing, yet uplifting.

Brenda and | went to see friends renew their vows. It was bittersweet and very
inspirational. The husband is dying of cancer. It was stirring to see our friends renew their
vows to love each other for as long as they had left, reciting the attributes of the other that
originally attracted them to their love, and thanking each other for their devotion and care
in the good and the most trying of life’s circumstances.

Our nephew, John, married Lauren and it was an exciting time for family to gather to
celebrate union, love, trust, and many years of growth as a couple and as individuals. We
laughed, ate, danced, laughed some more, and enjoyed the young couple’s exuberance
of a new life together, remembering our wedding day and how much we’d grown as a
couple.

Our grandson, Caleb Joseph Kucera, was born July 31 to Lynnae and Joe. His birth was
extraordinary and one of those ‘over the top’ thrilling experiences. The miracle of birth
and the immediate overwhelming, unconditional love for him is unexplainable and
unforgettable. We left the hospital early that Saturday morning blessed and thankful for
everyone’s health and with great anticipation of Caleb’s legacy.

| was saddened by the passing of another Business Affairs dedicated and beloved staff
member. Dianita’s funeral was an energized worship and praise service, celebrating her
life and her love for family, friends and the Lord. It was moving. She had touched many

lives in very personal ways and it was encouraging to hear the remembrances by family
and friends, as she had a profound impact on their lives.

And Brenda enjoyed her week long birthday celebration. Jamie came from Dallas one
weekend, followed the next weekend by Brenda’s parents and two sisters. When
everyone had left, the silence was almost too painful to tolerate; deafening in fact. |
believe I'd personally lived ‘My Big Fat Greek Wedding.’ Five Italians and one Irishman
for the weekend — you do the math. As they departed, we felt blessed by their love for life
and family. It’s a blast being a part of their ‘rowdy,’ Italian family. Brenda LOVED her
birthday week.

Everyday can’t be as special or unforgettable as these, but we can do small and unique
things that are enormously important and exceptional to others. | was reminded of this by
the testimony of Dianita’s life, and by the recent accounts of Edward Kennedy. At 9/11,
he called each Massachusetts family who lost a loved one in the World Trade Center
collapse, and wrote them a letter every year thereafter on the anniversary of their loss. To
those who had experienced heartbreaking loss, it was an exceptional, selfless act. What
can each of us do today that would deem this day a memorable one in someone else’s
life?

Kerry
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Fran was born in Charleston, West
Virginia and re-located to Nederland,
Texas in August 1970. It was there
that she met her wonderful husband
Kenneth Thibodeaux, Sr. to whom
she has been happily married to for
over 30 years. They raised three
beautiful children, Kenneth Wayne,
30, Heather, 24, and Tony, 21.

Prior to working at UTSA, she was
employed at Lamar University in
Beaumont, Texas for 10 years, where
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she worked in the Physical Plant and
Payroll Office.

Fran’s husband was transferred to
San Antonio in 1995. She began
working at UTSA in the Financial Aid
Office and transferred to the Human
Resources Office, Benefits section.
Fran really enjoys meeting all of the
new UTSA employees when they
come to benefits orientation, and
assisting them with any questions.
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Fran has many hobbies and
interests such as cooking, sewing
and reading. She is very family
oriented and is always willing to help
others in need. Her special interest
is spending time with her two
granddaughters and having her

entire family at her house for family
dinners.

Thank you, Fran, for your service to

the university and to Business
Affairs.

Fran will be receiving a Roadrunner meal card to use for either breakfast, lunch or dinner at the Roadrunner Cafe,
compliments of ARAMARK. Our thanks to ARAMARK for their support!
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Construction Update

Applied Engineering and

The Applied Engineering and
Technology (AET) Building is nearing
substantial completion. Furniture
installation and department move-ins
will take place over the next few
months. Three of the ground level
classrooms will be readied early to
provide much needed space for Fall
2009 classes. Construction
operations will continue in the rest of
the building. The entire building is
scheduled to be fully functional and
ready for use in Spring 2010.

REMINDER.....

Please email us the new
employees in your
department, so we can add
them to the newsletter mailing.

Dianita Gee

Protecting the Drinking
Water at UTSA

The Office of Facilities, Operations
and Maintenance Department,
Plumbing Section has been busy this
summer enhancing the protection of
the drinking water on campus. Our
employees have been installing,
repairing and/or replacing backflow
preventers around campus. A
backflow preventer is used to keep
possible contaminants from entering
our water supply. This summer the
plumbing section has installed two
new backflow preventers on the fire
lines at the Arts and JPL and
replaced one on the fire line at the
UC expansion. The Arts and JPL
installations required the entire
plumbing section to come in and
work late on a Saturday night to
provide the utmost in customer
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service as the water was turned off
for the installation. This helped to
ensure the building was unoccupied
during the water outage and would
not affect the UTSA community.
While the outage was occurring and
the backflow preventers were being
installed the plumbing section also
conducted a fire watch through out
the affected buildings as a safety
precaution. In the new future,
backflow preventers for the HSS and
BSB will be installed. These
enhancements to the plumbing
systems around campus help us to
provide all
students, staff,
faculty and
guests with the
highest quality
drinking water
possible.

Worth
Remembering

Good leadership requires you to
surround yourself with people of
diverse perspectives who can
disagree with you without fear of

retaliation.
~ Doris Kearns Goodwin

Dianita a co-worker, employee, boss and friend, died Saturday, August 8th after a brief illness.
Originally hired at UTSA in 1997 as a human resources specialist, she worked in both the benefits
and compensation departments. For the last two years, she served as benefits manager in the
Office of Human Resources. She was a consummate professional and a valued member of the
human resources team.

Dianita was an alumna of Texas Woman's University, where she earned a bachelor of business
administration degree. Recently, she completed Professional Human Resource (PHR) certification
through the Society for Human Resource Management.

Away from work, Dianita enjoyed singing in her church choir and was a member of the Worship Council executive
board. She volunteered as a mentor with a local rites-of-passage program. She also enjoyed interior decorating and,
for those of us who knew her well -- shopping. Dianita will be remembered for her beautiful smile, dedication, hard
work, love of her family and friends, and commitment to her faith. She could always be counted on regardless of the

project, situation or circumstances.

"When we think of Dianita, we will remember her love of life and her flair for style, but most of all, we will remember her
smile and her compassion," said Barbara Baran-Centeno. "Her passing will leave a huge void in the benefits
department, human resources department, UTSA and mostly in our hearts. We will miss her deeply."
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Accounting Services staff met at La
Cantera Mall, assembled into three
teams and set out to locate the
most expensive pen at Paradise
Pen Company — a team building
exercise designed to reinforce job
related skills while having fun.

Planning ahead, plotting a course of action, using
available resources and most importantly, working
together were a few of the skills these accountants
employ on a daily basis.

“As accountants, we tend to be more comfortable with
numbers and in our little box. This little exercise allowed
the members of Accounting Services to get out of their
box and have fun with each other, but also reinforced

skills that we use daily on the job,” said Charlotte Mikulec,
Assistant Director of Accounting Services.

Ana Longoria, Director of Accounting Services and
Charlotte visited the mall earlier in the week and
developed a questionnaire that took the teams to every
corner of the mall to find answers and as with most
accounting tasks, the questionnaire needed to be
completed within an established deadline.

The teams took off, north, south and up and down
escalators to find answers to the 46-questions. As a
bonus, the individual team members were tasked to find a
stranger, and ask them two questions.

And, no — no one bought that pen.

We wanted to let all of you know about this wonderful opportunity coming to San Antonio in November. It's the Rock
‘n’ Roll Marathon & Half Marathon. We thought this would be a great opportunity for us to all get together and
accomplish something great. We have already signed UTSA up as a team, so when you register you will need to
enter the Coupon Code GFCSAUTSA. This will give you a $10 discount. If you have any questions please feel free to

give us a call at 6751.

Date: Nov. 15, 2009
Register online (with the entry fee)
www.rnrsa.com/reginfo.htmi
by mail
Rock ‘n’ Roll San Antonio
Attn: Registration

9401 Waples St, Suite #150

San Diego, CA 92109

or via fax
(858)450-6905 Attn: Rock ‘n’ Roll San Antonio

Fees Include: T-shirt, goodie bag, finisher's medial, free

online training program and free admission into the
evening headliner concert.
*Fees do not include Active.com processing fee.

Starting time: 7:30am, wheelchair 7:25am (must arrive

at least one hour before)

Free online training:
20-week training June 29
14-week training August 10

Marathon Fees*
$105 (4/1/09 - 8/31/09)
$115 (9/1/09 - close)

1/2 Marathon Fees*
$90 (4/1/09 - 8/31/09)
$95 (9/1/09 - close)
Half marathon duration up to 4.5 hours

Health and Fitness Expo
November 13 & 14 at the Alamodome
100 Montana Street. San Antonio, TX 78203
Mandatory for everyone in order to pick up your packages and numbers.

Friday, November 13 11am — 7pm
Saturday, November 14 9am — 5pm



http://www.rnrsa.com/reginfo.html�
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