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THE CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCE FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

UNDERGRADUATE APPLICATION PACKET

Instructions and Advice

The Conservation and Natural Resource Fellowship Program, funded by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)/Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service (CSREES) is a training program for students interested in careers in conservation and natural resources.  The USDA offers this competitive grant program to promote and strengthen the ability of Hispanic-Serving Institutions to carry out higher education programs in the food and agricultural sciences. Programs aim to attract outstanding students and produce graduates capable of enhancing the Nation's food and agricultural scientific and professional work force. 
The Fellowship Program at UTSA equips participants with the knowledge and skills that they need for a successful career in natural resources and conservation, by involving community entities and offering courses and workshops to develop study, leadership, and research skills. 

Attached you will find an application that requests several types of information.  Turn in your application to Ms. Xochitl Nicholson (BSE 1.618; 458-6740) or Dr. Janis K. Bush (SB 4.02.18; 458-5660; janis.bush@utsa.edu).  

Parts of a complete application:

1. A (unofficial) copy of your most recent transcripts 

2. A copy of your most recent financial aid “Award Package by Aid Year” page, from ASAP.  You must have applied for financial aid in order to be considered for the program.  

3. The general fill-in section of the application containing contact information, career objectives, academic information, work experience, and honors and awards  

4. Recommendation forms.  The recommenders turn the forms in themselves. Please sign before giving to the recommender. 
UTSA CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 

DO YOU QUALIFY?

Requirements include:
___Not applying to M.D. or D.D.S. 
___Majoring in Biology, Environmental Science, or Chemistry

___U.S. Citizen or Permanent Resident
___GPA at least 2.7
___Have at least 12 months before graduation 
___UTSA student 
___ Full-time course load in Fall 2008
___Sophomore, Junior, or Senior (30 to 90 credits)
___Desire to do work in a laboratory and perform research
___Desire to work in conservation and natural resources
AND 

__ A member of a group that is underrepresented in the sciences 

__ African-American 
__ Filipino/Pacific Islander
__ Hispanic
__ Native  American


OR
__ You have exceptional financial need.  Please indicate which of the following represents your family:

Your immediate household is made up of or less:

                                      

  Total Family Income
__ One person (including self) 

$15,600 
__ Two people (including self)

$21,000
__ Three people (including self)

$26,400
__ Four people (including self)

$31,800
__ Five people (including self)

$37,200

__ Six people (including self)

$42,600

__ Seven people (including self)

$48,000

__ Eight people (including self)

$53,400

__ More than 8 people (including self) – add $5,400 for each additional person



*Note:  If you are firmly committed to getting an MD or DDS, you are not qualified for this program.  
Revised 6/11/08
CONSERVATION AND NATURAL RESOURCES UNDERGRADUATE APPLICATION


Name:  _______________________________________________             Student ID:____________________

     (Last)

       (First)


   (M.I.)                
         Date of Birth:  _________________
Current Address:  _____________________________________
       Home Phone: __________________


     _____________________________________
       Cell Phone: ____________________
School Email: ____________________                                                      
Home Email:  ________________ 
Name of High School:  ____________________________
School District_____________________________ 
City/State of High School:  _________________________      Year Graduated: ______                                        
Are you a Full-Time Student? ____
# Hours currently taking:____

Are you a UT CAP Student? ____
       Classification (# of hours completed):  _____________  

When did you start your degree at UTSA (mo/yr)?_____     Expected Graduation Date from UTSA (mo/yr):_____
Current Major 1:  ___________
 Current Major 2:  ___________
Minor:  ____________


Current Cum. GPA:________
GPA in Major Field: ____________

Have you taken the GRE?____
_   When?_____         GRE Scores:      Verbal____  Quant____     Writing____

Have you taken the MCAT?____ When?______       MCAT Scores:  Verbal___     Physical___  Biological___ 


ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS, HONORS, AND AWARDS (please number them):


CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS (please number them):

PRIOR RESEARCH EXPERIENCE:

Do you have any prior research experience?______  If you do, please describe briefly.

EMPLOYMENT:   Are you currently employed?  __yes   __no

HOW DID YOU FIND OUT ABOUT OUR PROGRAM?  Check all that apply:

( Bulletin board or poster
( Instructor announcement
( Participating student
( Email
( Scholarship office

( Laboratory Mentor

( Student Newspaper

( Poster


( UTSA Event

( During High School

( Other:  _______________________________________________________________________________


WHO ARE YOU ASKING FOR RECOMMENDATIONS?

Recommender 1:________________________    Recommender 2:__________________________

PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS TO HELP US GET TO KNOW YOU BETTER:

Why do you want to be in the Conservation and Natural Resource Fellowship program?

Why are you interested in research?

What are your future plans and goals in education and life?

Do you want to go to graduate school? If so, why?


Other relevant information that you feel the Student Selection Committee should take into consideration when assessing your application.  

Research Interest/Area (if known):
Please answer the following, indicating how much you agree or disagree with each statement:
	
	Strongly Agree
	Agree
	Neutral
	Disagree
	Strongly Disagree

	I desire to earn a Masters degree in Conserv/Nat. Res.
	
	
	
	
	

	II desire to earn a Ph.D. degree in Conserv/Nat. Res.
	
	
	
	
	

	I desire to become a physician or dentist.
	
	
	
	
	

	I desire to perform research as part of my future career.
	
	
	
	
	

	I know what is required to become a research scientist with a Ph.D.
	
	
	
	
	

	I know what is required to become a physician.
	
	
	
	
	

	I desire to discover the unknown.
	
	
	
	
	

	I am curious.
	
	
	
	
	

	I enjoy problem solving.
	
	
	
	
	

	I stick with a problem until I solve it.
	
	
	
	
	

	I am an independent thinker.
	
	
	
	
	

	I disbelieve experts until I see something myself.
	
	
	
	
	

	I perform better when under close supervision.
	
	
	
	
	

	I need explicit instructions to perform my best.
	
	
	
	
	

	I desire to make a difference in the world.
	
	
	
	
	

	One of my life goals is to help others.
	
	
	
	
	

	I desire direct interaction with those whom I help.
	
	
	
	
	

	I have a precise plan for the next 10 years of my life.
	
	
	
	
	

	If my future changes, I can easily adapt.
	
	
	
	
	

	I desire a structured and predictable work day.
	
	
	
	
	

	I become bored performing the same tasks daily.
	
	
	
	
	

	Becoming wealthy is a high priority in my life.
	
	
	
	
	


Please check as many as apply to determine disadvantaged and/or economic background. 

	(
	Parents did not complete a four-year degree (B.S./B.A.)

	(
	English not primary language prior to attending school

	(
	Resident of South Texas-Border Region (including San Antonio)


Financial Information:
Please email or bring your financial aid award statement for 2008-2009 aid year to Ms. Xochitl Nicholson.

What is your family income (parents’ income) per year? ____________


Do you have any dependents? ______

If so, how many? ___

The following responses are voluntary:
    1)  Do you have any Physical Disabilities?  ( yes;  ( no.

    2)  What is your gender? ( Male; ( Female

3) Please categorize yourself in terms of race:

	(
	American Indian or Alaskan Native (a person having origins in any of the original peoples of North America and who maintains cultural identification through tribal affiliation or community recognition)

	(
	Asian (a person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Far East, Southeast Asia or the Indian subcontinent - for example, China, India, or Korea)

	(
	Pacific Islander (a person having origins in any of the original peoples of the Pacific Islands - for example, Hawaii, Samoa, Guam, or Philippines)

	(
	Black (a person having origins in any of the black racial groups of Africa)

	(
	White (a person having origins in any of the original peoples of Europe, North Africa or the Middle East)

	(
	Hispanic (a person having origins in any of the original peoples of Mexico, Puerto Rico, Cuba, Central/South America, or other Spanish culture or origin)



Please check all of the following and sign:

__ I hereby certify and declare that all of the above information is true, 
__ I am seriously considering a career in conservation and natural resources.  
__ If accepted to the program, I will not pursue medical school or dental school.  
__ I will participate in all required program activities. 
__ I will complete all required assessment activities.
__ I will allow my photograph to be used in program-related publications.
__ I hereby authorize the Conservation and Natural Resource Fellowship Program to release my file to all prospective faculty mentors.

_____________________________________



________________________

Signature








Date

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT SAN ANTONIO

Conservation and Natural Resource Programs Office

One UTSA Circle, BSE 1.618
San Antonio, TX  78249

(210) 458-6740
FAX:  (210) 458-5765

REQUEST FOR RECOMMENDATION FROM SCIENCE / MATH FACULTY
APPLICANT:  _______________________________
_________________________
____________



  Last





First




M.I.

Student ID:  ___________________________





I hereby voluntarily waive and relinquish


I hereby retain my right of access


any right of access to this confidential



to this letter of evaluation.


letter of evaluation.


_____________________
_________


___________________     _________


Signature


Date



Signature

       Date

Note:  This and other programs may place a higher weight on evaluations that are not accessible to the person being evaluated, believing that the evaluator may be more free in expressing their sentiments.


The remainder of this form is to be completed by the evaluator.  We recommend that you choose someone who has direct knowledge of your performance in a research environment or in science courses.  Please give this form, as well as an envelope, to your evaluator.  When completed, the evaluation should be sent or delivered directly to the Conservation and Natural Resource Fellowship Program Offices by the evaluator.    

EVALUATOR: PLEASE DO NOT RETURN TO APPLICANT.

Note to evaluator:  This applicant is applying to the Conservation and Natural Resource Fellowship Program at UTSA.  The purpose of these programs is to provide background and experience needed for first generation underrepresented or “disadvantaged” students to pursue graduate degrees in the sciences; selection criteria are race neutral.  

	Name: ____________________________________________
	Title: _______________________________________________

	Affiliation: _______________________________________________________________________________________________

	Email: ____________________________________________
	Phone: _____________________________________________

	Address: __________________________________________

               __________________________________________
               __________________________________________




1.  Please specify your relationship to the applicant by checking the following:

______
College science/math course instructor
Course: _________________________________________________________

______
High School Science Teacher: 
Course: ________________________________________________________________

______
Mentor in research laboratory
(how long): _____________________________________________________________

______
Director in research program
Program: _______________________________________________________________

______
Other: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Familiarity with Applicant:  (how known, how long, how well known?) _______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Do you feel that applicant’s academic record is indicative of his/her intellectual ability?  Yes/No (if no, explain below)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Please complete by checking the boxes at the right that correspond to your evaluation of each characteristic.  

	
	High
5
	4
	Neutral

3
	2
	Low

1
	Can’t rate

	Motivation for a career in research
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Motivation for a doctoral degree
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Motivation for a career in medicine- Does this student give indication of desire for a career as an M.D.?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reliability – Intellectual and personal integrity, promptness, conscientiousness
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Emotional Stability – self-control, judgment, consistency, maturity, dependability
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Intellectual Curiosity – Interest in learning
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Critical thinking – applicant can come up with logical and insightful questions and answers
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Industry: Drive, initiative, work habits, performance
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Personality- Manners, courtesy, tact, poise
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Leadership- Ability to inspire confidence
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Academic- Ability to handle upper division coursework in their field of interest
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Overall potential for a career in research:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other:
	
	
	
	
	
	


5. Comments:  Please include in this section pertinent information that you have regarding the applicant, particularly focusing on potential and interest in doctoral studies and a career in research.

6.  Summary:  Please check the category in which you would place this applicant regarding his/her overall potential as a scientific researcher/doctoral program applicant, taking his/her level of education into account.

	a. _____  Insufficient information/knowledge of students
	d. _____  Average – 

	b. _____  Excellent – upper 10% of students
	e. _____  Below average – lower ½ of students

	c. _____  Well above average – upper ¼ of students
	f. _____  Poor – lower ¼ of students

	
	


SIGNATURE:  ________________________________________

DATE:  _________________

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT SAN ANTONIO

Conservation and Natural Resource Fellowship Programs Office

One UTSA Circle, BSE 1.610

San Antonio, TX  78249

(210) 458-6550 or 5761

FAX:  (210) 458-5765

REQUEST FOR RECOMMENDATION FROM SCIENCE / MATH FACULTY
APPLICANT:  _______________________________
_________________________
____________



  Last





First




M.I.

Student ID:  ___________________________





I hereby voluntarily waive and relinquish


I hereby retain my right of access


any right of access to this confidential



to this letter of evaluation.


letter of evaluation.


_____________________
_________


___________________     _________


Signature


Date



Signature

       Date

Note:  This and other programs may place a higher weight on evaluations that are not accessible to the person being evaluated, believing that the evaluator may be more free in expressing their sentiments.


The remainder of this form is to be completed by the evaluator.  We recommend that you choose someone who has direct knowledge of your performance in a research environment or in science courses.  Please give this form, as well as an envelope, to your evaluator.  When completed, the evaluation should be sent or delivered directly to the Conservation and Natural Resource Program Offices by the evaluator.    

EVALUATOR: PLEASE DO NOT RETURN TO APPLICANT.

Note to evaluator:  This applicant is applying to the Conservation and Natural Resource Fellowship Program at UTSA.  The purpose of these programs is to provide background and experience needed for first generation underrepresented or “disadvantaged” students to pursue graduate degrees in the sciences; selection criteria are race neutral.  

	Name: ____________________________________________
	Title: _______________________________________________

	Affiliation: _______________________________________________________________________________________________

	Email: ____________________________________________
	Phone: _____________________________________________

	Address: __________________________________________

               __________________________________________
               __________________________________________




1.  Please specify your relationship to the applicant by checking the following:

______
College science/math course instructor
Course: _________________________________________________________

______
High School Science Teacher: 
Course: ________________________________________________________________

______
Mentor in research laboratory
(how long): _____________________________________________________________

______
Director in research program
Program: _______________________________________________________________

______
Other: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Familiarity with Applicant:  (how known, how long, how well known?) _______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Do you feel that applicant’s academic record is indicative of his/her intellectual ability?  Yes/No (if no, explain below)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Please complete by checking the boxes at the right that correspond to your evaluation of each characteristic.  

	
	High
5
	4
	Neutral

3
	2
	Low

1
	Can’t rate

	Motivation for a career in research
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Motivation for a doctoral degree
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Motivation for a career in medicine- Does this student give indication of desire for a career as an M.D.?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reliability – Intellectual and personal integrity, promptness, conscientiousness
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Emotional Stability – self-control, judgment, consistency, maturity, dependability
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Intellectual Curiosity – Interest in learning
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Critical thinking – applicant can come up with logical and insightful questions and answers
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Industry: Drive, initiative, work habits, performance
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Personality- Manners, courtesy, tact, poise
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Leadership- Ability to inspire confidence
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Academic- Ability to handle upper division coursework in their field of interest
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Overall potential for a career in research:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other:
	
	
	
	
	
	


5. Comments:  Please include in this section pertinent information that you have regarding the applicant, particularly focusing on potential and interest in doctoral studies and a career in research.

6.  Summary:  Please check the category in which you would place this applicant regarding his/her overall potential as a scientific researcher/doctoral program applicant, taking his/her level of education into account.

	a. _____  Insufficient information/knowledge of students
	d. _____  Average – 

	b. _____  Excellent – upper 10% of students
	e. _____  Below average – lower ½ of students

	c. _____  Well above average – upper ¼ of students
	f. _____  Poor – lower ¼ of students

	
	


SIGNATURE:  ________________________________________

DATE:  _________________
9

