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The first 100 days of the current presidency has passed and much of it was 

consumed with talk of the stimulus package, the economic recession, universal 

health care, an increase in AIDS funding nationally and abroad, and the 

development of a National HIV/AIDS Strategy. MTV is renewing its efforts to raise 

awareness campaign with the release of Pedro, a biographical account of Pedro 

Zamoraõs (of Real World fame) effect on bringing limelight to the HIV/AIDS epidemic 

among the youth population. Former President Clinton will be hosting the world 

premiere of the release of this movie.  
 

The passing of the first 100 days also means that the HIVnews Newsletter is quickly 

approaching its one year anniversary. The approach of an anniversary usually brings 

about reflections on what has been produced already and thoughts about stepping 

up the quality of the work that has yet to be created. With that said, the HIVnews 

Newsletter staff is interested in hearing what the readers of this newsletter are 

feeling and thinking. We would like to gain an insight  into the issues you find of 

value, the topics that would raise your eyebrows in interest, and whether or not the 

topics that have already been discussed in past issues of the newsletter have 

probed your mind enough to encourage you to adopt different behaviors.  
 

Please take a moment and answer the following questions. Please email your 

responses to askSHADES@utsa.edu. We value your confidentiality so your 

responses will remain confidential. 

 

1. Do you care about HIV/AIDS ? 

2. If you do care, why? If you donõt care, why not? 

3. Is the information provided in the newsletter permitting behavioral changes 

within yourself? 

4. Is the information easy to understand and relay to friends? 

5. What information would you rather read about in the newsletter? 

To make comments and continue to receive the newsletter, please email or 

drop off responses in the askSHADES box located at Student Health Services. 

 

     We Want to Know:  
  Do you care about HIV/AIDS? 

AskSHADES@utsa.edu  
Go ahead.  Ask.  
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It is now believed that more than 56,000 

people are infected with HIV each year in 

the U.S. , and over  one million people 

living with HIV donõt have access to care 

and services.1     

Unfortunately there are no current federal 

mechanisms or strategies in play to coordinate programs or 

funding to reduce the number of HIV/AIDS cases in the 

United States. President Obama, along with Congress has 

recently stated intentions to develop a national strategy to 

combat the HIV crisis. 

Although developing the strategy will take time, the 

Administration is planning to announce a timeline, goals, 

and a funding plan for a short and long-term strategy.  

The Administration would also like to increase funding for 

HIV prevention at the state and local levels. In 2006, the 

Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

recommended including HIV screenings in exams for adults 

and adolescents because most individuals donõt know 

theyõre infected until itõs diagnosed late in the illness. 1 

Obamaõs administration believes that in order to 

successfully reduce the spreading of HIV, funding for HIV 

prevention must be increased. Routine HIV screening 

should also be promoted through insurance companies, 

Medicaid, and Medicare.  

Another option is to remove the ban on needle/syringe 

exchange programs. This program focuses on swapping 

used needles with sterile ones along side with harm 

reduction interventions from medical and social services: 

TB and STD screenings, substance abuse treatments, and 

reducing risks of infections associated to needle sharing.  

Opponents believe that removing the ban will increase or 

promote IV drug use.  Research currently done in some 

cities utilizing the program show reductions in HIV and 

Hepatitis C infections among the IV drug user population2.   

One of the most important issue to be addressed in the 

national strategy will be to increase access to care and 

treatment for people with HIV/AIDS. Due to the cost of 

antiretroviral medications many Americans are unable to 

purchase and take medications on a consistent basis. 

Medicaid is available to low-income people; however most 

HIV infected  individuals are not eligible for Medicaid until 

they become disabled.  

The Ryan White Program is the nationõs largest  federal 

program  designed for people with HIV/AIDS, who have no 

or limited insurance , but limited funding  has resulted in an 

AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP) waiting list and many 

program limitations.1 

President Obama along with Congress will face many 

challenges while developing the national strategy ,but it will 

lay the foundation for protecting future generations and 

assisting those that struggle with the disease today. 

For more information visit: 

http://www.kff.org/hivaids/upload/7856.pdf  
1  Addressing the HIV/AIDS Epidemic at Home and Abroad: Short Term Policy Options 
2  http://www.cdc.gov/idu/facts/aed_idu_syr.pdf 

 

this refers to mother-to-child infections that occur with 

HIV and certain other infections and genetic traits. 

Word of the Month : Vertical transmission  
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