
New ICE Center staff 
Taylin Ramirez joined the ICE Center as the Graduate  

Assistant for Volunteer Services at the beginning of the 

Spring semester. Taylin earned a 

Bachelor of Arts in Sociology 

from Purdue University in Indiana 

and worked as a case manager 

for a local non-profit before 

coming to UTSA to work on a 

aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 5ŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ IƛƎƘŜǊ 

9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ŀȅƭƛƴΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ 

Graduate Assistantship is to serve as the Graduate 

Advisor to VOICES, support and train the Alternative 

Spring Break Trip Leaders, Advise ASB Houston, and 

coordinate projects for the 2011 United To Serve. In her 

spare time, Taylin enjoys traveling, hiking, camping, 

photography, and jewelry making. Stop by the VOICES 

Office and say hi! 
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EXPRESS YOURSELF... 
 

5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΣ L ŀƳ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ǘŀǎƪ ƻŦ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ά5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜΦέ 
I first must thank a dear friend and colleague, Jan 
McKinney (Assistant Director for Student Judicial Affairs), 
for posting a story from NPR on facebook.  That story is 
the inspiration for this message. 
The story is about a man who was mugged in the Bronx 
as he got off the subway train.  He turned this incident 
into an exercise in civility.  Rather than put up a fight, 
this man gives the would-be mugger his wallet AND at 
ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ Ŏƻŀǘ ς to keep the mugger 
warm.  Eventually, the man ends up taking the would-be 
mugger to dinner and showing him that there are still 
people in this world who are nice to others.  The last line 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǉǳƻǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΣ άL ŦƛƎǳǊŜΣ ȅƻǳ 
know, if you treat people right, you can only hope that 
they treat you right. It's as simple as it gets in this 
ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ   
LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ 
statement.  In this extremely complicated world of 
politics, a wild economy, violence and everything else in 
between, it is great to see the simple concept of the 
άDƻƭŘŜƴ wǳƭŜέ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘΦ  !ƭƭ ǘƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ǎƻ 
ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ άǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΚέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
there are others in this world too.  And, maybe, just as in 
the story, some people that we encounter just need 
someone ς someone to talk to, someone to guide them, 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ άǘǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǊƛƎƘǘΦέ   
As we go forward with our daily routine, stop and think 
about what a great thing it would be to give an hour of 
service to your community, or invite someone to whom 
you might never speak to have a conversation or a cup 
of coffee, or attend an event that celebrates a culture or 
identity that is different than your own.  Get out and get 
to know people and maybe if you treat them right, they 
will treat you right. 
To read the full story on NPR, follow this link: http://
www.npr.org/2008/03/28/89164759/a-victim-treats-his-
mugger-right. 

Ann Margaret Trujillo                                                   

Associate Director 

First Friday 

Come and celebrate Homecoming First Friday with 
the ICE Center on Friday, February 4 from 11 a.m.-1 
p.m. in the UC Paseo.  There will be free 
homecoming-related giveaways for students that 
know their UTSA Roadrunner trivia. 

http://www.npr.org/2008/03/28/89164759/a-victim-treats-his-mugger-right
http://www.npr.org/2008/03/28/89164759/a-victim-treats-his-mugger-right
http://www.npr.org/2008/03/28/89164759/a-victim-treats-his-mugger-right
http://www.facebook.com/pages/San-Antonio-TX/UTSA-Inclusion-and-Community-Engagement-Center/81574749177?ref=ts


Homecoming 

LǘΩǎ IƻƳŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǘ ¦¢{! ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
events planned for this special time of year. Please refer 
to the schedule at  http://www.utsa.edu/homecoming/ 
for more details. We hope to see you Friday, February 4th 
at the Rowdy Rampage and Golf Cart Parade, and 
Saturday, February 5th at the Roadrunner Remembrance, 
the Tailgate, After Hours Party and OF COURSE the game: 
UTSA vs. Lamar at  7 p.m. 

Black Heritage Banquet 

The Black Heritage Banquet is the Inclusion and 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 9ƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ /ŜƴǘŜǊΩǎ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 
Black History Month.  It is a special night that includes a 
nice dinner, a keynote speaker, and awards.  This year 
the event will be held on Saturday, February 19 at 6:30 
p.m. in the University Center Ballroom 2.  Attire for the 
event is semi-formal.   

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƪŜȅƴƻǘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ƛǎ aǊΦ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎ YŜƴƴŜŘȅΣ 
founder of the Texas Diversity Council and the National 
Diversity Council. Also, in lieu of a dance this year, we 
will have the NPHC Yard Show immediately after the 
dinner and speaker. 
Tickets for the event will go on sale Monday, January 
31st and are $10 for UTSA students and $15 for all 
others.  Tickets must be purchased between the hours of 
8 a.m. and 4 p.m. with cash or check only at the Inclusion 
and Community Engagement Center ~ UC 2.01.04.  
Tickets MUST be purchased in advance and by 4:00 p.m. 
on Friday February 11, 2011.  Tickets will not be sold at 
the door. 

http://www.utsa.edu/homecoming/


Members serve as the governing body of all affiliate 
organizations and strive to promote higher standards of 
scholarship, a greater degree of culture, closer social 
fellowship and a stronger inter-fraternal spirit among the 
affiliate members.  NPHC also works to educate the UTSA 
population about the purpose of the Council, its member 
organizations, and the African American experience.          
Recently, the NPHC has focused on various service 
projects ranging from can drives for the San Antonio 
Food Bank to volunteering at the Boys and Girls Club of 
San Antonio. The NPHC has also held awareness events 
designed to educate the UTSA and San Antonio 
community about sickle-cell anemia. 
 
To learn more about the NPHC or see what events they 
are hosting you can email them at utsanphc@gmail.com 
or visit their website at www.utsa.edu/sa/greeklife/
NPHC/index.cfm.   

Student Organization Spotlight: 
The French Club 
The French Club at UTSA is a fairly new organization. The 
ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
French and francophone culture by providing students 
with various functions and resources.  Due to the 
newness of the club, it is continually working on getting 
the  
word out about the presence of the French language and 
culture that is present in and around UTSA by sharing in 
experiences with other students.  
 
 The French Club offers students an opportunity to 
develop and enhance their speaking skills through both a 
meeting setting, and the various cultural events held on 
and off campus.  Some of the events include movie night, 
where students are given the opportunity to experience 
the francophone culture of various French speaking 
countries.  Other events include enjoying cuisine that 
stays true to the French culture, while educating 
students on the various traditions associated with the 
food from different regions. 
 
The French Club is open to the entire UTSA community, 
and anyone who is interested in learning about the 
French culture is invited to attend.  No prior knowledge 
of the French language is required in order to become 
part of an increasingly growing culture here at UTSA.  
General Meetings are held once a month and various 
cultural events are held throughout the month.  Those 
interested in becoming part of the French Club at UTSA 
can email the club at utsafrenchclub@gmail.com. 
 
 

Becoming an Ally 
Our next Ally Training is Thursday, November 4, 2010 
from 9:00 a.m ς 12:00 noon at the Downtown Campus 
Buena Vista Building 1.338. 
 
If you are interested in becoming an Ally for Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender and Questioning (GLBTQ) 
students, please attend this training. 

 

Student Organization Spotlight: 
National Pan-Hellenic Council 
The National Pan-Hellenic Council (NPHC), established in 
2008, was formed in response to a need for a governing 
council to support the six existing African American 
sororities and fraternities on the UTSA campus. NPHC, a 
nationally recognized organization, is founded on 
universities and colleges where there are more than two 
Historically African American sororities and fraternities 
ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ŎŀƳǇǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ¦¢{!Ωǎ btI/ 
consist of Alpha Kappa Alpha, Alpha Phi Alpha, Kappa 
Alpha Psi, Phi Beta Sigma, and Omega Psi Phi. Prior to 
becoming an independent council, the NPHC fraternities 
and sororities were housed under the Multicultural 
Greek Council.  

http://www.utsa.edu/sa/greeklife/NPHC/index.cfm
http://www.utsa.edu/sa/greeklife/NPHC/index.cfm
http://www.facebook.com/pages/San-Antonio-TX/UTSA-Inclusion-and-Community-Engagement-Center/81574749177?ref=ts


Student Spotlight: Megan Wallace 

Megan Wallace is in her first semester as a Graduate 
!ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
previously served as a Research Graduate Assistant in 

the English Department, 
where Megan is pursuing 
ƘŜǊ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΦ 
She has been involved in 
several events sponsored 
by both the English 
Department and the 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΣ 
and is a member of Sigma 
Tau Delta.  Recently, 
Megan helped to ensure 
the success of the El Mundo 
Zurdo: an International 
Conference on Anzaldúan 
Thought and Art and 

Performance Conference here at UTSA, which allowed 
her to aid in bringing forth issues facing women through 
visual interpretation. 
 aŜƎŀƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ŦƻǊ ¦¢{!Ωǎ 
Literary and Art Journal: The Sagebrush Review, where 
she has also had several of her own submissions 
published.  She also has played a pivotal role as one of 
the administrators with The Society for the Study of 
Gloria Anzaldúa on Facebook, where she assists in 
promoting an environment that allows individuals to 
continue their study of the intellectual and spiritual work 
of Gloria Anzaldúa. 
hƴŜ ƻŦ aŜƎŀƴΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
create an environment that will one day consist of a 
society that is unified by all women, while educating 
about struggles that women have faced, and ways in 
which to overcome future challenges through education 
and understanding. Inclusion and Community  

Engagement Center  (ICE) Staff 
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