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Earlier this year I was invited to participate in the external review of an anthropology 

department at a large university in another state. The department was rebounding very 

nicely, through the ingenuity of its faculty, chair and dean, from a dip in enrollments. 

It seems this temporary decline was prompted by remarks from the state’s governor 

questioning whether the state needed any more anthropologists (his own daughter had 

graduated recently with an anthropology degree and hadn’t landed a big job yet).

Such declarations have become commonplace, even fashionable. Surely universities 

must be unimpeachable stewards of public resources, and they play a key role in 

addressing the training needs of our economy. And, of course, students and their 

parents deserve a return on their investment. But if these goals are pursued by 

discouraging students from acquiring the essential benefits of a liberal education, 

then we will deprive our society of the people who are most likely to improve it.

Among the recent eloquent defenses of liberal education is one from 

esteemed journalist Fareed Zakaria.* A liberal education, he notes:

›  teaches you how to write (and thus process your thoughts)

›  teaches you how to speak your mind (a big advantage in life)

›   teaches you how to learn (essential for success in the postmodern economy)

›   makes you a better person (a good citizen, ready to contribute to a free society)

Zakaria also takes on perhaps the biggest misperception: that learning in 

the arts, humanities and social sciences is somehow disconnected from, or 

antithetical to, other things we value– to a pragmatic view of how the world 

works, to career potential in business or technological fields, and so on.

The articles you have in hand amount to yet another articulate defense of the 

liberal arts, not least COLFA graduate Kris Alstatt’s personal testimonial. Kris, 

incidentally, is an anthropologist, gainfully employed and with an exciting career.

As COLFA forges ahead with its critical mission, it continues to enjoy the ardent support 

of many alumni, donors and community leaders who have learned, through their own 

experience, the value of the liberal arts. We thank them for joining us in our important work.
*Fareed Zakaria, “What’s the Use of a Liberal Education?” Sarah Lawrence magazine, pp. 24-27, fall 2014.
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Although we tend to take electricity 
and technology for granted, these 

developments have changed the 
ways humans view the world. This is 
particularly apparent in the way we 
receive news about what is going on 
around us. When the Constitution was 
signed in 1787 people had to rely on 
word of mouth and sporadic newspaper 
deliveries, and only about 60% of 
Americans were literate. Just try telling 
a teenager that television shows used 
to go off the air at midnight, that entire 
families shared a single telephone 
which was anchored to the wall, or 
that in the past the problem was not 
sorting through too much information, 
it was staying informed. The advent of 
technology in the form of the telegraph, 
telephone, television, computer and 
Internet changed everything. 

Now news can be seen in real time, and 
people can share their personal opinions 
and experiences with the world online. 
Gone are the days when the public 
learned about events well after they 
occurred and saw them only through 
hand-drawn illustrations. Gone too is 
the era when national radio or television 
shows provided people with a relatively 
uniform, purportedly unbiased, 
coverage of major events. Instead we 
are bombarded with literally hundreds 
of news sources competing with each 
other 24 hours a day to capture our 
attention by becoming increasingly 
more sensational and dramatic. The 
rise of talk and opinion shows and the 
ability to share information through 
social media have also enabled people 
to limit their news input to information 
that supports the beliefs they already 
hold. Given this media landscape, 
it is not surprising that we often feel 
overwhelmed by the sheer onslaught 
of information, much of it negative. 

What is most surprising is that our 
brains cope as well as they do with this 
sensory-rich environment. Our sensory 
apparatus evolved to provide us with 
almost instantaneous information 
about what is happening around us 
so we can identify and respond to 
threats. Unfortunately, this means 
that we have an inherent bias towards 
negative information. In the real world, 
this keeps us safe, but in a mediated 
world it can lead us to overestimate 
danger. To save time and energy, the 
brain searches for patterns and forms 
schemas so we can respond quickly. 
Imagine if you had to figure out what a 
red light meant every time you saw one, 
or couldn’t quickly distinguish between 
a friendly dog and a threatening wolf. 
However, snap judgements can be 
tricky because they are often based on 
limited or faulty information.  When 
the information we have about people 
of another race or culture is garnered 
largely through the media rather than 
real-time contact, it can be difficult 
to appreciate their humanity.

Of course, social contact is also crucial 
for well-being and survival. Human 
infants are singularly helpless, and 
could not survive without years of 
devoted caregiving. Throughout our 
lifespan we seek human contact, and 
experience distress if we lose valued 
relationships. Social hierarchies and 
comparisons also matter. Knowing 
where you fit into a society can dictate 
behavioral choices, expectations and 
even mental health. However, the 
media environment we live in today is 
unlike anything people have faced in 
the past. We hear the voices and see 
the faces of people from all over the 
world, and sometimes even feel that we 
know them personally, and yet have 
never actually interacted with them. 

MANAGING YOUR MENTAL 
HEALTH IN A MEDIATED WORLD
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We know that the material we see in 
the media and via the Internet was 
created by people we don’t know, 
and we have no way of validating 
what their intentions or veracity are. 
In turn, we curate our own lives on 
sites like Facebook and Instagram, 
posting only comments and pictures 
that show us in a positive light. 

So how can we learn to navigate this 
rapidly changing technological world 
with our slowly evolving, real-time-
focused brains? The first step is to 
become more conscious of the role of 
technology in our own lives. Simply 
paying attention to how much time 
we are spending tracking the news or 
using social media, and determining 
whether that way of consuming 
information is working, can be helpful. 
If your current pattern is causing 
undue stress, or interfering with your 
self-care, sleep or social interactions, 
then it might be time for some changes. 
If images on television are disturbing, 
then get your news from the radio. If 
waking up or falling asleep to news 
or social media is stressful, change 
your habits. If you find yourself 
feeling inadequate in comparison 
to the people you see online, try 
comparing yourself to the real people 
around you. Even celebrities find 
it hard to look glamorous when 
shopping for groceries or running 
through the airport without a team 
to make sure their make-up is perfect 
and their images Photoshopped. 

We also need to learn to think more 
critically and to be more media 
literate. Who creates our media, and 
how can we be more discerning? Are 
things really worse than ever? The 
Founding Fathers didn’t know how 
their efforts would turn out. There 

was no guarantee that the country 
would survive the Civil War, and 
Watergate was an unprecedented 
event. Politicians have always 
called each other horrible names. 
The difference is that they weren’t 
replayed over and over on multiple 
media channels. Paradoxically, 
when access to information was 
more limited, journalists and 
government officials routinely 
suppressed information about the 
personal failings of politicians and 
the uncomfortable realities of war. 
Clearly that is harder to do now, 
when smartphones are ubiquitous—
which is probably a good thing.

Knowing more about what is going 
on may be overwhelming, but it 
doesn’t actually mean that things are 
hopeless. Inequity and injustice are 
nothing new, but at least knowing 
when they occur gives us the 
opportunity to effect change. While we 
can’t solve major problems on our own, 
there are things we can do to increase 
our sense of control. If you hate the 
commercials showing abused animals 
or starving children, you can volunteer 
at an animal shelter or a food bank. 
It doesn’t take long to write letters to 
the editor, to research which charities 
are the most effective, to vote or to 
email your elected representatives. 
It is easy to watch the news and feel 
discouraged, but even taking small 
steps to do something positive can 
make a difference in your mental 
health and your sense of control, and 
also in the world around you. ❖

Mary McNaughton-Cassill is a 
clinical psychologist and professor 
of psychology at UTSA.

If your current 
pattern is 
causing undue 
stress, or 
interfering with 
your self-care, 
sleep or social 
interactions, 
then it might be 
time for some 
changes. 
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Kristoffer Alstatt, Ph.D., UTSA ’00, M.A. ’03, 
recounts a formative childhood memory 

of one of the first heirlooms he was given, his 
great-great-grandfather’s Civil War journal. 
In the journal, written in a meticulous script, 
Alstatt’s forebearer ruminates on the personal 
and external conflicts war begets and on his 
time as a prisoner of war in Andersonville. For 
Alstatt, though, “the most memorable part 
of the journal . . . is the list of names on the 
front. In each successive generation, a name is 
written and then who it was handed down to.” 

This family memento represents a legacy 
of military service, and it partly explains 
Alstatt’s three degrees in anthropology, the 
first two from UTSA, where he studied under 
Dean Daniel Gelo, and his doctorate from 
Southern Methodist University. In his current 
position as a behavioral scientist at Camp 
Humphreys, South Korea, supporting the 
United Nations Command/United States Forces 
Korea, he is on a mission for which his liberal 
arts training has uniquely equipped him.

“Anthropology, particularly the four-field 
tradition taught at UTSA, allows a holistic 
picture to be developed when examining a 
problem,” Alstatt explains. “This is an approach 
that has been tremendously beneficial to me 
throughout my career—never being stovepiped 
into a specific dogma or way of doing things, 
but having a sufficiently strong background in 
many different disciplines and an understanding 
of how to bring these together to properly 
assess issues related to human behavior.”

The four-field tradition encompasses archaeology, 
linguistics, biological anthropology and cultural 
anthropology. In popular culture terms, this 
tradition blends the proficiencies of Indiana 
Jones (minus the stolen relics), Professor 
Louise Banks from Arrival, and the Avatar 
Program team into an inclusive approach to 
assessment, known as holism, which allows 
for a fuller, deeper analysis of humanity. This 
composite view can complicate matters, such 
as military strategy and public policy, but 
in ways that Alstatt considers necessary.  

As he explains, “My role in every position I have 
been in has not been to parrot back what people 
want to hear, but instead to critically assess the 
ideas and information involved and make sure 
that recommended actions are sound. The most 
rewarding aspects to me in all of this are knowing 
that these assessments are providing critical pieces 
of information that would not have otherwise 
been taken into account and, by extension, 
having a positive impact on the intended 
outcomes . . . for members of our armed forces.” 

The anthropological approach is not solely 
an intellectual exercise; it also has concrete 
applications, such as the Unwelcome Guest 
simulation that Alstatt developed, in which 
“NATO and NATO-allied countries are being 
invaded by a fictional world power.” It has been 
used since 2013 at Fort Huachuca, Arizona, to 
train U.S. Army intelligence professionals on 
how to respond to this fictive invasion, both 
practically and cognitively, in preparation for a 
real one. Alstatt says, “My primary role in this 
exercise was developing the ‘human domain,’ 
providing sufficient realism and complexity [to 
prepare] for a wide range of circumstances.”

The “human domain” integrates political, 
military, economic, social, infrastructure and 
information elements into an environment in 
which participants must operate. One scenario 
involves “effectively dealing with the internally 
displaced peoples and international refugees 
that result from large-scale conflict.” Alstatt 
depicts the many factors that must be considered 
from an intelligence perspective: “lack of 
proper care and services, potential disease, 
conflicts with the host population, drains 
on resources, as well as counterintelligence 
threats within the populations.” 

The scenario helps participants think through 
the intricacies at work in their areas of 
operation, two fictional refugee camps. As 
Alstatt says, “Within these are ethnic, linguistic, 
religious and other socio-cultural dynamics 
that must be understood and addressed in 
order to ensure the safety of non-combatants 
and neutralize potential threats against 

THE VALUE OF A LIBERAL AND FINE ARTS DEGREE
AN ALUMNUS’ STORY
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friendly forces.” This is where a dexterous 
anthropological approach becomes crucial. 

Alstatt further explains that in order to make 
the “human domain” authentic, he and his team 
had to integrate the scenarios with decades of 
U.S. and U.K. army experiences. “I leveraged 
all of my training as an anthropologist, 
fieldwork experiences, research abilities and 
past experiences working with the military in 
order to create a robust training environment 
that pushes [participants] from a critical 
thinking and analytical perspective.”

While Alstatt has successfully worked in the 
private and government sectors as a statistical 
consultant, senior research analyst and 
scenario developer, he admits that the merits 
of his degree are not always immediately 
apparent to others. He often has to advocate 
for himself and his expertise before colleagues 
understand how essential anthropology is. 

COLFA students are probably, unfortunately, 
familiar with the pointed queries regarding 
their field of study, especially in a competitive 
economy. However, what those who ask, “What 
are you going to do with that degree?” often fail 
to realize is that people with humanities degrees 
are not limited to specific, narrow career paths; 
rather, as Alstatt attests, the critical thinking 
skills COLFA instills are not just applicable to, 
but imperative in a wide range of occupations. 

 “One of, if not the biggest, values of a liberal 
or fine arts degree is being able to assess 
different perspectives. This sounds simple, but 
it is a skill that companies and government 
organizations are desperate for—the ability to 
think outside the box and understand what 
things look like from someone else’s view.” 

At the same time, Alstatt emphasizes that this 
skill set cannot remain cerebral: “The key is 
applying those critical thinking skills towards 
your approach to work—it is up to you to make 
your background relevant and useful to those 
in positions of power, both corporate and 
government. No one will do that for you.”

The rewards for following Alstatt’s advice include 
the possibility of living abroad and contributing 
in meaningful ways in fascinating times. For 
example, while in South Korea, Alstatt, his wife, 
Liz, who is also an anthropologist, and their 
young son Josef have been privy to witnessing 
the impact of the historical Moon Jae-in—Kim 
Jung-un and Donald Trump—Kim Jung-un 
summits on the South Korean populations, 
which have generated a growing optimism and 
hope for a sustained peace, as Alstatt notes.

Alstatt says that in addition to “being in the 
country and providing direct support and advice 
on real-world, pressing issues to high-level 
decision makers, . . . anthropologists thrive on 
learning and experiencing new things. Living 
and working abroad is an extension of this.” 

Kristoffer Alstatt proves that a COLFA degree’s 
potential is limited only by one’s interests, one’s 
drive and one’s passport expiration date. ❖

One of, if not the 
biggest, values 
of a liberal or 
fine arts degree 
is being able to 
assess different 
perspectives. 
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ART HOW TO 
LOOK AT

by Scott Sherer

With contributions 
from graduate 
students in Research 
Methods and Writing 
course, Fall 2018
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Over the last few years, museums have been developing 
a diverse array of programs to reach audiences. 

Allowing for logistical limitations, many institutions 
have conceptualized both physical and virtual galleries 
to operate in multiple ways. Curators develop themes 
and methods of presentation that correspond to a 
variety of interests, and they use new technology to 
provide historical context to create opportunities for 
critical thinking and active engagement. A lot of fun 
learning can happen when we turn on videos, follow 
links to informative webpages or play games that allow 
us to imagine ourselves in other times and places.

Museums are places for discovery, and much can be 
gained from the fractures that may take place between 
looking at an object, understanding its significance and 
valuing the experience as a whole when we are back 
home. Based on many conversations in airplanes and in 
supermarket checkout lines, modern and contemporary 
art seems to challenge a lot of viewers. Whether insistently 
representational or fantastically abstract, visual art can 
be problematic, provoking uneven responses even as we 
have come to expect, for better or worse, a certain amount 
of paradox in art as we do in everyday experience. 

The writer and art patron Gertrude Stein famously 
drew attention to the complexities of meaning and 
context, remarking very simply that “Rose is a 
rose is a rose is a rose.” We may look at a painting 
and quickly move to another without pausing for 
more than a few seconds, but we may also stop 
and consider how we see what we are seeing. 

Ignoring how tired our feet may be or how much we want 
a coffee, we can remind ourselves to approach galleries 
with an open mind. However, the joys of innocent and 
independent fascination may quickly come into conflict 
with argument and judgment. We may be pleased 
with or come to doubt the idea, as artist Donald Judd 
maintained, that “if someone calls it art, it’s art.”

Although some people may pursue their lives with efforts 
that disavow distinction between artistic activity and the 
everyday, for most, visual art offers unique opportunities 
for information, evidence and argument. A deeper 
consideration could allow the potential to be both pleased 
and troubled and to reflect on the power both of what may 
be beautiful and what may be ugly. While we consider a 
work of art based on its own characteristics, we should 
nevertheless not forget the impact of the histories of 
institutions and of the cultural discourses that populate 
galleries and influence all of us who walk in them.

Having a career that spanned decades, Picasso understood 
that works of art progress on an enigmatic journey once 
they leave the studio. In conversation with writer and art 
historian Christian Zervos in 1935, he stressed this idea: 
“A picture is not thought out and settled beforehand. 
While it is being done it changes as one’s thoughts 
change. And when it is finished, it still goes on changing, 
according to the state of mind of whoever is looking at 
it. A picture lives a life like a living creature, undergoing 
the changes imposed on us by our life from day to day.” 

Perhaps the most productive way to look at art is to allow 
ourselves flexibility in observation, analysis, reflection 
and argument and to see new work and return to the 
old with always fresh, but also experienced, eyes. 

With students, colleagues, friends, and family—and 
when we are “alone” in a gallery—we may have a 
series of questions, some of which may have answers, 
while others might best be left open-ended. ❖

HOW TO LOOK AT ART

Guarding
Sarah Fox, MFA ‘15
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In Guarding, Sarah Fox (MFA, 2015) invites her viewers 
to enjoy the multiple relationships she animates 

in her work. Observers are meant to consider the 
information she presents and how she presents it, to 
make sense of familiar imagery and the imagined as 
well as to enjoy their mysteries. There are two parts 
to the composition. On the left, a young girl seems to 
look out toward the viewer, and on the right, a fantasy 
creature—part pig, part bear and part rabbit—sits 
calmly looking up towards her. The girl’s eyes are 
open wide, in anticipation of what may happen next 
in an unknown narrative. She chews nervously on 
her hands. Where her left leg should be, a third arm 
and hand hold the chimpanzee-shaped hand of her 
companion. The girl’s right leg is presented in three 
positions, which may suggest individual poses, if not 
the bizarre possibility that she may have three legs. 

Paradoxically, Fox uses color to unify diverse elements. 
The girl’s right arm is the same red as the unusual 
figure’s shirtsleeve, and a similar color extends to 
the creature’s eye, which appears to be human. 
The girl’s yellow face matches the animal’s ears. 
Perhaps most importantly and most enigmatically, 
abstract blue waves engulf the top of the girl’s head 
as well as the neck of the beast. These colors seem 
to unite the two in their shared environment. 

What to make of all this? If we look to the title, 
most of us probably would consider asking, 
“Who is guarding who or what and why?”  

With the girl’s anxious expression and her furry 
companion waiting patiently for her direction, the 
most logical suggestion would be that these two 
individuals are responding to a distinct event. If we 
do not identify directly with the child, we probably 
are still transported to the dimensions where we 
suspend disbelief in fantasy. Indeed, Fox uses her 
blues, with some pink emerging from behind, to 
signal the constructed character of so many of the 
stories we tell, whether invented or real. While we may 
consider what may be the enchanted world in which 
the two subjects live, the girl’s pose and expression 
imply her response to the outside viewer’s gaze. 
In so doing, Fox seems to ask viewers to consider 
their responsibilities not just as a good audience, 
but also in how they respond to others. How could 
we be feared? Or better, how could we help? ❖

SOME CONSIDERATIONS FOR LOOKING AT VISUAL ART
1 What first catches my eye? 8 How does the work relate to others in the gallery?

2 How does the work make me feel? 9 What do I think could be the artist’s intentions?

3 What do I think the work means? 10 What is the cultural context when the work was made?

4 What are the most important parts of the composition? 11 What questions do I have if I imagine being “in 
conversation” with the work? And with the artist?

5 What details emerge from line, shape, form, 
value, space, color and texture? 12 After a few moments pass, how do my thoughts change?

6 What does the title tell me? 13 What would I tell others about what I like about the work? How 
would I talk about what I—or others—might not like?

7 Does it make me change my thinking? 14 When I next have internet access, what would I “Google” for?
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by Luca Pozzi
ILLUSTRATION by ELEAZAR HERNÁNDEZ

GENES. EVERYBODY’S GOT THEM. LUCA POZZI EXPLORED the promises, pitfalls 
and limitations of genetics in understanding human diversity
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It’s Friday, June 18, 1976. Around four in the 
morning, a man with a ski mask and a knife 

breaks into a woman’s apartment in Rancho 
Cordova, a city 13 miles east of Sacramento, 
California. The man rapes the woman, takes 
some money and jewelry and then leaves the 
apartment. This turns out to be the first of a series 
of 50 attacks committed in the Sacramento area 
between June 1976 and July 1979. Later, similar 
attacks start happening in Southern California. 
Here, the attacks take an even darker turn: the 
rapist begins to kill his victims. By 1986, a single 
individual is suspected in 12 murders, more than 
50 rapes and over 100 burglaries in California. 
The serial killer is eventually called the “Golden 
State Killer.” After years of intensive investigation, 
he remains unidentified and at large. 

Fast-forward 30 years. Investigator Paul Holes is 
only a few months away from retirement. He has 
been working on the Golden State Killer case for 
over 24 years. Committed to this case that has 
haunted him his entire professional life, he tries 
one last idea. The approach he pursues is unusual 
and unique. He decides to use DNA evidence. 
So far nothing new, right? But instead of testing 
the suspect’s DNA profile against criminal 
databases, he uses this DNA profile to search 
for the suspect’s potential relatives on public 
genetic databases. People use these services to 
learn their personal genetic profiles. Maybe they 
are curious about their ancestry, maybe they just 
want to know more about their health risks. For 
investigator Holes, this turns out to be a unique 
opportunity to finally identify the man guilty of 
all of those crimes. After matching DNA found 
at the scene with that of distant relatives of the 
perpetrator that were among the 650,000 profiles 
on the personal genetics service GEDmatch, on 
April 24, 2018, the Sacramento County Sheriff’s 
Department arrests 72-year-old Joseph James 
DeAngelo. The Golden State Killer is finally found.

This story clearly shows some unique 
investigative work done by Holes and it will likely 
inspire books and movies in the near future. In 
fact, the case already was the subject of Michelle 
McNamara’s posthumously published book I’ll 
Be Gone in the Dark: One Woman’s Obsessive 
Search for the Golden State Killer. Although it 
might simply sound like a story with a consoling 

conclusion, it also raises questions and concerns 
about the privacy of the genetic data we share 
when we use personal genetic services such 
as GEDmatch, 23andMe, or AncestryDNA. 

We are in the age of genomic discovery: today, 
scientists are able to gather information from 
DNA that was never previously imaginable. 
Scientists have retrieved full genomic sequences 
from fossil hominins, like the Neanderthals, 
and confirmed that many modern humans 
(all non-African populations) share up to 4% 
of their genomes with them. More recently, 
anthropologists even discovered a full new 
species of hominin, the Denisovans, for which 

evidence is limited to a tooth and a pinky bone, 
yet the full genome is available. This “genomic 
revolution” has affected our understanding of 
our own evolution and our relationships with the 
Neanderthals and other now-extinct hominins, 
and it has improved our understanding of 
human variation: We have discovered hundreds 

GENES AND HUMAN DIVERSITY

We are in the age of 
genomic discovery: 
Today, scientists 
are able to gather 
information from 
DNA that was 
never previously 
imaginable. 
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of genes that are connected to skin color, to 
high-altitude adaptations, and to digestion of 
foods introduced relatively recently into our 
diet through plant and animal domestication. 
Recently scientists even discovered genes 
connected to deep-diving abilities in the Bajau, 
a people indigenous to parts of Indonesia!

What genetic research can tell us about our past 
and our health, and how technological advances 
are likely to change our lives—in good ways and 
bad—are some of the topics of a new class at 
UTSA titled “Genes and Human Diversity,” first 
offered in fall 2017. This course is a journey into 
the promises, pitfalls and limitations of genetics 
in understanding human diversity. It explores 
how technological advancements have improved 
our understanding of human origins, evolution 
and adaptation. However, it also addresses how 
these advancements have led to new concerns 
about personal privacy and bioethics. What 
should be the limits of genetic research in 
detecting prenatal conditions and characteristics? 
How are the new techniques of gene editing going 
to be used to alter gene function in the food we 
eat or even in our own DNA? Some people see the 
promise of a better future, when diseases will 
be diagnosed early in life and cured before it is 
too late; others see a darker and scarier future 
in which eugenic practices will allow scientists 
to select babies with specific traits aimed at 
“improving” the genetic composition of humans. 

The debate about the relative contribution 
of nature versus nurture is still very much 
alive. Genes rarely act alone, independently of 
other genes or of their biological and cultural 
environment. Genes can be switched on and off 
based on the surrounding environment and other 
factors. For instance, genes can predispose a 
person to obesity, but unless they are triggered 
by specific dietary habits, these genes might 
never manifest their effect. There has been a 
lot of enthusiasm around discovering genes 
associated with our behavior, health and physical 
appearance. Headlines shout out claims that 
scientists have discovered “the gene” that makes 
people overweight, or makes them jealous, or 
even makes them a serial killer. These draw a lot 
of attention from the public. Indeed, people like 
simple explanations. If those explanations are 

based on our genes, even better. How convenient 
it is to say, “Sorry I’m late, but you know, it’s 
in my genes.” (By the way, this is a common 
excuse I ironically use all the time, blaming 
my Italian ancestry.) Unfortunately, however, 
biology is rarely that simple. Genes interact 
with the environment, and the environment 
can affect gene activity in many ways, not only 
by switching those genes on and off, but also 
depending on when in life, and in which order, 
genes are turned on. Additionally, culture 
permeates human life and our habits, and our 
customs and daily choices often play a role in 
our lives than the genes carried inside our cells. 

In the “Genes and Human Diversity” class, 
students are challenged to explore the 
complicated interrelationships between nature 
and nurture, as well as between science and 
the media. Working in groups, students develop 
creative ways to translate the content of original 
scientific articles into popular science. Student 
projects have included a podcast staging a 
fictional interview with the author of a scientific 
paper and the presentation of scientific 
information as a comic strip. In completing 
these projects, students grapple with the 
challenges of converting complicated scientific 
material rich in jargon and methodological 
details into a final product that is readable 
and understandable to the general public. 

By engaging students with popular media 
and the primary scientific literature, the goal 
of the class is to expose students to debates 
regarding the use of genetic tools in science 
and the important implications that they might 
have in our society and everyday lives. Some 
of the students in the class are interested in 
understanding more about how genetics can 
help in understanding diseases, some are more 
focused on the evolutionary origins of human 
variation, and others are fascinated by the 
bioethical implications of the use of these new 
technologies. No matter why students decide 
to enroll, the course pushes them outside their 
comfort zones by challenging them to explore 
the boundary between science and ethics and 
to fully embrace a holistic anthropological 
approach to understanding human diversity. ❖
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MINOR IN
ARCHEAOLOGICAL
PRACTICE
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      he minor combines focused archaeology 
coursework in the Departments of Anthropology 
and Classics, with hands-on training in 
archaeological field methods, materials 

analysis, and laboratory processing and curation 
through archaeological field schools and internships.

The U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics forecast through 
2024 anticipates continued 
demand for archaeologists.

To better prepare UTSA 
students for those careers, 
we have created the Minor in 
Archaeological Practice. The 
Minor in Archaeological Practice 
will ensure that students with 
an interest in archaeology have 
marketable skills that will 
enhance their success in the 
job market and position them 
more strongly for acceptance 
into graduate programs 
focused on archaeology. 

One of the most readily available jobs 
for a person with an Anthropology 
BA is as an archaeological 
technician working in cultural 
resources management (CRM). 
Today, the majority of archaeologists in the United 
States work in CRM, either for private companies 
or for local, state or federal governments, and 
over 90% of the funds expended in archaeological 
fieldwork in North America derive from CRM. 

T

TH
E U

N
IV

ER
S

ITY
 O

F TEX
A

S
 A

T S
A

N
 A

N
TO

N
IO

O V A T I O N S   /   V O L U M E  1 3  2 0 1 8 P 1 9O V A T I O N S   /   V O L U M E  1 3  2 0 1 8



FROM 
MICHIGAN 
TO MISSION 
CITY Alumni Profile: 

Robert Rivard  
by Stephanie Schoellman

Founder of the Rivard Repor t and Roadrunner Rober t Rivard knew 
he wanted to be a newspaperman from the time he was a young boy 
delivering Sunday papers in Por tage, Michigan, in the late 1950s.
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He describes how his older brother, Kenny, 
and he would pick up the papers at a 

general store and bait stand, and, while Kenny 
explained the red-caped exploits of Prince 
Valiant to him, Robert would read through the 
black-and-white articles from faraway cities 
and wonder, “How did these writers know 
how to be where the news was happening?”

Originally from Petoskey, Michigan, Rivard 
moved to Brownsville, Texas, where he began to 
learn how writers found news. While working as 
a mechanic in a car dealership, he landed his first 
journalism job in the sports department of the 
Brownsville Herald, earning three dollars an hour. 
Although reporting and copyediting did not pay 
as well as auto mechanics, he says, “it proved to 
be the start of a great career and a great adventure 
that would take me around the world—just like I 
had once imagined as a young boy in Michigan.” 

From Brownsville, Rivard went on to work 
as a journalist in Corpus Christi and Dallas, 
and eventually in Central America, where he 
covered the civil wars in the 1980s. “It was 
there, while living and working in multiple war 
zones in multiple countries, that Newsweek 
magazine hired me to open a Central American 
bureau for the magazine, based in El Salvador,” 
Rivard says. After John Hoagland, his partner 
and Newsweek photographer, was fatally shot 
in a crossfire, Rivard moved to New York to 
become the magazine’s chief of correspondents, 
a position that included responsibility for both 
the foreign and domestic bureaus. From 1985 
to 1989, Rivard was charged with infusing new 
energy into the bureaus, and he did just that, 
hiring “a new generation of younger reporters that 
included more women and journalists of color.” 

Though he loved living in New York City and 
traveling abroad, Rivard admits that being both 
a newsman and a family man was a difficult 
balancing act. “My Texas-born wife had gamely 
followed me into multiple war zones, learned to 
speak Spanish and shelved her own promising 
career as a writer and journalist,” he says, “but 
the cold East Coast winters depressed her.” One 
evening, their first son, Nicolas, came home from 

pre-K speaking in a heavy Brooklyn accent, and 
she burst into tears. “It was time to go back to Texas 
and leave my vagabond lifestyle,” Rivard says.

They relocated to San Antonio, wanting 
their two boys, Nicolas and Alex, to grow up in a 
bicultural and bilingual city with a rich history. 
Rivard signed on as deputy editor of the San 
Antonio Light, later becoming managing editor 
and then editor of the San Antonio Express-News, 
where he worked until 2011. With the decline of 
traditional print media, he foresaw a niche to fill: 
He was “determined to produce a destination news 
site for educated readers in San Antonio who felt 
shortchanged by the mainstream media’s focus 
on crime news, sensational news stories, sports 
and the weather.” Hence, in 2012, Robert and his 
wife, Monika Maeckle, a publishing executive 
who runs the distinguished Texas Butterfly 
Ranch website, launched the Rivard Report.

The Rivard Report began as a community 
blog site with an inaugural article covering the 
Pearl Brewery’s renovation and the exciting 
urban renaissance that followed on Broadway 
Street. This initial commentary sparked spirited 
rebuttals and counter-rebuttals, beginning with 
Jeremy Field’s “San Antonio? Not Anytime Soon” 
and Daniel Lazarine’s “I’ll Take San Antonio” and 
continuing with Callie Enlow’s “Left Behind: Why 
People Leave San Antonio” and Michael Cepek’s 
“Young, Educated, and Happy in San Antonio.” 
Robert chuckles, saying, “I felt like Tom Sawyer. I 
got them to whitewash my fence,” referring to how 
this community forum, naturally generated hyper-
local material with which readers enthusiastically 
participated beyond simply scrolling. 

In fact, the site was almost called Big City, 
Small Town, since it focused on “stories about 
the neighborhood” and since San Antonio’s 
ambiente familiar atmosphere is both intimate 
and metropolitan. Rivard describes the Rivard 
Report as “not a newspaper,” but rather, a 
“community platform for credible local news, a 
respite from the world of Trump Tweets, a place 
for people that make this city go. That’s who 
reads us, and that’s who we write about.” 

FROM MICHIGAN TO MISSION CITY

TH
E 

U
N

IV
ER

S
IT

Y
 O

F 
TE

X
A

S
 A

T 
S

A
N

 A
N

TO
N

IO
O V A T I O N S   /   V O L U M E  1 3  2 0 1 8P 2 2



Based on Austin’s The Texas Tribune but 
focused on local rather than statewide news and 
commentary, the Rivard Report emphasizes this 
approach because, Rivard says,  “nothing is getting 
done in Washington or most of the nation’s state 
capitals because of political polarization, gridlock, 
and a lack of goodwill. All the action is in the 
cities.” Hence, the need for credible, public-service 
journalism that helps highlight the “vibrant, 
urban core” that is downtown San Antonio. 

Rivard sees his role as a journalist as being 
an “advocate for a better city,” and the Rivard 
Report as being “a catalyst for change.” As he 
states, “I care intensely about this city and its 
trajectory and keeping its smart people here. My 
journalism I hope helps drive that.” Today, the staff 
of sixteen full-time journalists cover everything 
from government and politics to business and 
tech to arts and culture because, as Rivard 
notes, “they’re part of what they write about.” 

Running a nonprofit enterprise that draws 
over 250,000 visitors a month requires a breadth 
of expertise. While Rivard already had prestigious 
journalism credits and awards to his name—
including the Maria Moors Cabot Award from 
the Columbia Graduate School of Journalism, the 
Editor of the Year Award from Editor and Publisher 
magazine, and the Distinguished Service Award 
for Foreign Correspondents from the Society of 
Professional Journalists—he decided to return to 
school, originally to set an example for his sons, 
but ultimately to improve himself.  He earned 
simultaneous degrees from UTSA in political 
science and from Northwestern University’s 
Executive Management Program in 1996. 

“I wanted to learn something I didn’t know, 
plus I live in a Latino/a city, and I wanted a more 
formal understanding of the story of Mexican 
Americans and their civil rights fight,” he explains. 
He credits UTSA professors Arturo Vega and 
Richard Gambitta for furthering his understanding 
of “the true dimensions of what that meant.” He 
found an affinity with immigrant narratives, in 
particular, because of his own French Canadian 
roots and the story of his grandparents crossing 
the St. Lawrence looking for work in Michigan. 

His advice to fellow COLFA majors at UTSA 
is to cultivate the ability “to engage in critical 
thinking and to effectively communicate.” Beyond 
that, he recommends that students “follow your 
passion, not your parents,” emphasizing that it is 
necessary that some generational cycles be broken. 

The Rivard Report is preparing to move from 
its office on Houston Street to a larger space in the 
historic St. Paul Square. Although he has been 
asked many times to start a Rivard Report in other 
locations, Rivard says, “This isn’t something you 
can franchise; it’s not generic. Its wellspring is this 
300-year-old city. I couldn’t do this anywhere else.” 

To learn more about the Rivard Report, visit  
therivardreport.com. ❖

I care intensely 
about this city 
and its trajectory 
and keeping its 
smart people 
here.
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Communicating Confidence:

The Mentee 
Becomes the MentorTH
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Student Profile: 
Taylor Waits  
by Alexis Haight
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“I always love being that person, 
to be there to help others,” 

Taylor Waits says, “because I always 
loved having mentors myself.”

Taylor came to UTSA uncertain whether 
academia was the right fit for her. However, 
under the mentorship of Dr. Sonja Lanehart, 
Dr. Kinitra Brooks and her research advisor, 
Alexis McGee, who graduated with her Ph.D. 
this summer, she discovered an interest 
in rhetorical theory. She is now a Mellon 
Humanities Fellowship scholar searching for a 
graduate program best suited to her research. 

After taking an honors seminar and 
the “Black Lives Matter” course at UTSA, 
Taylor was inspired by the work Brooks and 
Lanehart were doing. “I wanted to be a great 
black woman teacher like these amazing 
professors, and I was willing to do whatever 
it took to shadow them,” she says. “I would 
take pictures of professors at the various 
campus events that they host, read paper 
drafts and give tours of the UTSA campus to 
be involved—it’s crazy to see what they’ve 
done.” Working closely with these scholars 
fueled her passion for studying rhetoric.

Taylor assisted Brooks with interviews 
for the African American Studies 
Symposium: Black and Brown Futures, 
an event she describes as “so much fun, a 
wonderful experience! This was the first 
academic conference I have been to with 
call and response—professors referencing 
shows I love and hip-hop artists I jam to.” 
Attending the conference gave Taylor a 
new perspective on what literacy studies 
could mean and how scholars like Brooks 
are “instrumental in creating those 
spaces” for new rhetorical studies. 

Taylor’s enthusiasm certainly paid off. 
She was one of the three students chosen 
from the course to attend a hip-hop literacies 

conference in New York with Lanehart, 
all expenses paid. The experience added 
dimension to Taylor’s understanding of 
music’s rhetorical power: “I had never thought 
of how much hip-hop could communicate.” 
Additionally, in summer 2018, Taylor 
assisted Dr. Lanehart with research that 
compared the vernacular of San Antonio 
African American and African-Latinx high 
school students to that of students in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. She spent time in Baton 
Rouge with Dr. Lanehart, assisting her 
with student interviews for the project.

Taylor’s research advisor, Alexis McGee, 
also played a huge role in her development as 
an academic: “As a person, Dr. McGee, who 
was a doctoral student then, is the reason I am 
going into academia.” McGee helped Taylor 
develop her writing skills and combine her 
interests in communication, writing, music 
and linguistics to create a suitable research 
focus. With this assistance, Taylor completed 
a paper that she presented at the 2018 national 
conference of the Rhetorical Society of 
America. Her project examines how effectively 
UTSA’s “Birds of a Feather Flock Together” 
posters communicate their message of unity to 
the target audience, multicultural students.

The ultimate goal of Taylor’s studies in 
rhetoric and effective communication is to 
start a school. Her own experiences during 
high school were not fun: “I was put into a 
box,” she says. Her teachers did not expect 
much from her, so she did not expect much 
from herself. Especially after her work at 
UTSA, she has come to understand that 
standardized testing has limited benefits; 
she would like to apply competency-based 
models to encourage students’ success and to 
establish their love of learning, their retention 
of information and their critical abilities. 

The focus of Taylor’s honors thesis is to 
determine how African American students 

THE MENTEE BECOMES THE MENTOR
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feel in local high school AP English classes. 
She will look at how these students perceive 
their writing and communication skills and 
how they themselves fit into the literature they 
study. “High schools focus on Chaucer and 
the Romantics,” she explains. “How would 
it be different if studies included African 
American writers? Are schools actually teaching 
students, using texts they can identify with? 
Or are they feeding them information they 
just think the students need to know?”

Taylor believes that by being encouraged to 
read diverse texts, students will have a clearer 
understanding of the world and will be more 
enthusiastic about their studies. Her volunteer 
work as a tutor at Dr. Chawanna Chambers’ 
Single Seed Enrichment program has shown 
her firsthand how “with millions of people with 
different learning and teaching styles, there is a 
better way” to teach than with “one size fits all”.

Her own break from her negative perception 
of education happened practically overnight, 
but it did take the combined force of lively 
UTSA Orientation Leaders and Ambassadors. 
“I met my two best friends, my future boss and 
my whole mentor group during my first three 
days at UTSA,” she says. Her experience of 
family and community at UTSA, that “weird 
feeling of home,” is what convinced her to stay 
in college, and is a big part of what shaped 
her interest in studying communication: 
“I want every new student to know that 
when they come to college, they can change 
everything. It isn’t anything like high school.”

Taylor’s experiences with her many 
mentors, both academic and in the student 
community, inspired her to become a mentor 
herself; she is an Orientation Leader and a 
UTSA Ambassador. She is also the External 
Vice President for the UTSA branch of the 
National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People. She is even working to build 
up the Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc.-Upsilon 

Upsilon Chapter, which is a predominantly 
black sorority that includes teachers and 
instructors as well as students. She wants to 
use this sorority to help fellow students build 
a support group of mentors and mentees who 
can help one another achieve their goals. 
Taylor, now a senior in the Honors College, 
will graduate with honors in spring 2019.

Looking back on her transitions from high 
school to college and from freshman to junior, 
Taylor has come to realize that “the minute 
you start belittling yourself, you’re setting 
yourself up for failure.” She works to instill 
her spirit in others, as much by example as by 
words. She says that difficulties will always 
arise, but how one approaches them—with 
optimism, integrity, and confidence—makes 
all the difference. As she tells her mentees, 
“The worst box is the kind you put yourself 
in. Remember that you can do anything.” ❖

I wanted to be a 
great black woman 
teacher like these 
amazing professors, 
and I was willing to 
do whatever it took to 
shadow them.
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ISHMAEL ABUABARA 
SOPHMORE, GLOBAL AFFAIRS

JAY’LEN BOONE 
SOPHMORE, GLOBAL AFFAIRS AND 
SOCIOLOGY

ILEEN MONTEMAYOR 
FEESHMAN, POLITICS AND LAW MAJOR 

Abuabara, Boone, and  Montemayor 
were accepted into the Public Policy and 
Leadership Conference at the Kennedy 
School of Government at Harvard 
University in February 2018.

HALEY SHEEHAN  
GRADUATE STUDENT, ENGLISH  

Sheehan received a Japan Society for the 
Promotion of Science (JSPS) Summer 
Program Fellowship to study linguistics 
and Japanese culture at Hokkaido 
University in Japan. 

ISHMAEL ABUABARA 
GLOBAL AFFAIRS

MARIA-VICTORIA ALONSO ARROYO 
POLITICS AND LAW; HONORS

ANDREW “GAIGE” DAVILA 
ENGLISH AND POLITICAL SCIENCE

VIRGINIA “GWYN” HARTUNG 
CLASSICS AND ANTHROPOLOGY; HONORS

MYAT MAY 
MEDICAL HUMANITIES; HONORS

BROOKLYN CLOW WHITMIRE 
POLITICAL SCIENCE; HONORS

ANA-SOFIA GONZALEZ 
GLOBAL AFFAIRS; HONORS 

Seven of the 11 UTSA undergraduate 
students selected for the UT-System Bill 
Archer Fellowship Program in Washington 
D.C. for fall 2018 or spring 2019 are COLFA 
students.

REBECCA FRIEDEL
DOCTORAL STUDENT
DEPARTMENT OF ANTHROPOLOGY

Friedel was awarded a NSF Doctoral 
Dissertation Improvement Award for her 
dissertation, titled “The role of diversity in 
the resilience and vulnerability of ancient 
Maya socioecological systems.”

STUDENTS
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T. JACKIE CUEVAS 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

JENNIFER DILLEY 
LECTURER II,  
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 

Cuevas and Dilley, are recipients 
of a 2018 Regents’ Outstanding 
Teaching Award from the 
University of Texas System. They 
are among 27 educators from the 
UT System’s 14 academic and 
health institutions honored with 
this prestigious annual award. 
Additionally, both Cuevas and 
Dilley are new members to the 
UTSA Academy of Distinguished 
Teachers.

JILL FLEURIET 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, 
DEPARTMENT  
OF ANTHROPOLOGY 

Fleuriet has been selected to 
be a Fellow in the University 
of Texas System Academy of 
Distinguished Teachers. She 
is one of only three UT System 
faculty members chosen this year 
to join this distinguished group 
of educators.

SANAH JIVANI 
COMMUNICATION AND SOCIOLOGY 

Jivani is the second UTSA student selected to the Harry S. 
Truman Scholarship Foundation Truman Scholar program, 
a group of 59 students chosen from 756 candidates by 
16 independent panels based on their academic success 
and leadership accomplishments, and their likelihood of 
becoming public service leaders. Each scholar receives up 
to $30,000 for graduate study, priority admission and other 
training and benefits. 
 
Jivani is also named one of the 2018 “22 Under 22 Most 
Inspiring College Women” by Her Campus, an online 
journalism forum for college women 
 
JAY’LEN BOONE 
SOPHMORE, GLOBAL AFFAIRS AND SOCIOLOGY 

Jay’Len Boone, a sociology and global affairs major, became 
one of 12 students across the nation named a Cultural 
Vistas Fellows for summer 2018. As a Cultural Vistas Fellow, 
Jay’Len spent eight weeks in Hong Kong participating in a 
professional internship and immersion experience focused 
on civic engagement and youth involvement. 
 
EMMA RUDKIN 
COMMUNICATIONS; HONORS 

Rudkin was named “40 under 40 Woman of the Year” by 
the San Antonio Business Journal. Emma is the youngest 
Woman of the Year and the first CEO of a non-profit selected 
for the honor. 
 
MARIA-VICTORIA ALONSO ARROYO 
POLITICS AND LAW; HONORS 
 
VICTORIA RAMIREZ 
ENGLISH AND POLITICS AND LAW 

Arroyo and Ramirez were selected into the NEW Leadership 
Texas program at the University of Texas at Austin. They 
joined 36 other Texas university women at the conference 
for an intensive six-day program that provides knowledge 
and skills to become effective leaders in politics, public 
policy and public service.

FACULTY
MARIA-VICTORIA ALONSO ARROYO 
POLITICS AND LAW; HONORS 

Arroyo was selected to intern at the United 
States Supreme Court, fall 2018. She was 
one of over 100 students that applied for 
the internship in conjunction with the 
Archer Fellowship Program. The court 
chose to interview only six candidates and 
of the six, they chose three for the program.

CATHERINE CLINTON 
PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT 
OF HISTORY  

Clinton was inducted into the 
Academy of Distinguished 
Researchers at UTSA in 2018. The 
Academy honors outstanding 
faculty who exemplify excellence 
in research.
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JARED EDMAN, ’17 
BA COMMUNICATIONS 

Edman was awarded the Public 
Relations Society of America 
Certificate in Principles of Public 
Relations, which is a predecessor 
to the Accreditation in Public 
Relations examination taken after 
five years of experience in the 
public relations field.

JOHN J. LIRA, ’12  
BA POLITICAL SCIENCE 

Lira is lead research analyst 
on the newly formed National 
Commission on Military, National, 
and Public Service, created by 
Congress to review the military 
selective service process.

SAIFA PIRANI, ’17  
BA STATISTICS 
BA PSYCHOLOGY 

Pirani received a National 
Science Foundation (NSF) 2018 
Graduate Research Fellowship. 
Pirani conducted research in the 
departments of psychology and 
statistics focused on the creation, 
validation and implementation 
of suicide-based questionnaires 
to assess high-risk behaviors in 
college student populations. The 
fellowship provides funding to 
high-achieving students who are 
interested in conducting research 
and pursuing a master’s or 
doctoral degree in the sciences, 
technology, engineering or 
mathematics disciplines. Pirani 
is pursuing a PhD in quantitative 
psychology at the University of 
North Carolina.

JOHNNY PEÑA 
BA MUSIC 

Peña won first prize in the 
Mountain View International 
Guitar competition in Dallas.

ALUMNIRICHARD S. HOWE  
EXCELLENCE AWARDS 

HOWE OUTSTANDING 
UNDERGRADUATE TEACHING AWARD

MATTHIAS HOFFERBERTH 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF 
POLITICAL SCIENCE AND GEOGRAPHY 
 

HOWE EXCELLENCE IN SERVICE TO 
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS AWARD

ANN EISENBERG 
PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF 
PSYCHOLOGY

COLFA RECIPIENTS OF UTSA 
UNIVERSITY EXCELLENCE AWARDS 
2018

PRESIDENT’S DISTINGUISHED 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FOR TEACHING 
EXCELLENCE

JAMON HALVAKSZ 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF 
ANTHROPOLOGY 
 

PRESIDENT’S DISTINGUISHED 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FOR CORE 
CURRICULUM TEACHING

THAD BARTLETT 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF 
ANTHROPOLOGY 
 

PRESIDENT’S DISTINGUISHED 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FOR 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

GARY L. MABRY 
PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT  
OF MUSIC 
 

PRESIDENT’S DISTINGUISHED 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FOR 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE

MICHAEL BAUMANN 
PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT  
OF PSYCHOLOGY
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ANTHROPOLOGY

Life in Oil: Cofán Survival in the 
Petroleum Fields of Amazonia,  
Michael L. Cepek,  
University of Texas Press, 2018

Life in Oil presents the story of how 
the indigenous Cofán people manage 
to endure at the center of Ecuadorian 
petroleum extraction.

Pathways to Complexity: A View from 
the Maya Lowlands, edited by M. 
Kathryn Brown and George J. Bey III, 
University Press of Florida, 2018

This book conveys new archaeological 
data to illuminate the origins of Maya 
civilization and the rise of classic Maya 
culture, arguing that the development of 
social, religious and economic complexity 
began hundreds of years earlier than 
previously thought.

The Oxford Handbook of the Incas, 
edited by Sonia Alconini and R. Alan 
Covey, Oxford University Press, 2018

The Oxford Handbook of the Incas is 
an important contribution to Inca and 
Andean studies of the 21 century that 
utilizes a multidisciplinary, multiscale 
approach.

ENGLISH

Post-Borderlandia: Chicana Literature 
and Gender Variant Critique, T. Jackie 
Cuevas, Rutgers University Press, 2018

Post-Borderlandia examines why 
gender variance is such a core theme 
in contemporary Chicana and Chicanx 
narratives. It considers how Chicana 
non-conforming people are challenging 
heteropatriarchal norms, departing from 
mainstream conceptions of queerness and 
gender identification.

**  Post-Borderlandia received honorable 
mention for the 2018 Gloria E. Anzaldúa 
Book Prize from the National Women’s 
Studies Association (NWSA). 

HISTORY

Black Market Capital: Urban Politics 
and the Shadow Economy in Mexico 
City, Andrew Konove, University of 
California Press, 2018

This book traces the history of illicit 
commerce in Mexico City from the 
seventeenth century to the twentieth, 
showing how it became central to the 
economic and political life of the city.  

MUSIC

Dynamic Duos for Saxophone, Book 1: 
Easy to Medium; Book 2: Advanced, 
arranged and edited by Rami El-
Farrah, Musepub.net, 2018

Dynamic Duos is a collection of 
performance works that highlight the 
complexity and beauty of the saxophone. 
Each book also contains pre-recorded 
selections that allow musicians to perform 
pieces with Dr. El-Farrah’s accompaniment 
or as an instructional method.

Music of Latin America and the 
Caribbean, second edition, Mark Brill, 
Taylor & Francis/Routledge, 2018.

This book is a comprehensive textbook 
for undergraduate students that covers 
all major facets of Latin American music, 
finding a balance between important 
themes and illustrative examples.

Rehearsing the Band, Volume 3, edited 
by John Zarco, Meredith Music, 2017

Rehearsing the Band is a collection of 
narratives from directors with years of 
experience conducting and teaching. 
They share their ideas, techniques and 
philosophies. 

POLITICAL SCIENCE

The European Union and Europe’s 
New Regionalism: The Challenge 
of Enlargement, Neighborhood and 
Globalization, Boyka M. Stefanova, 
New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018

This book presents a new approach to 
studying the European Union’s regional 

and global relevance. The author argues 
that a dynamic shift of the core tenets 
of European regionalism is in progress, 
redefining it from an inward-looking 
process of region-building to an open, 
selective system of global interactions.

Red Cross Interventions in Weapons 
Control, Ritu Mathur, Lexington 
Books, 2017

This book explores how the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), a 
leading humanitarian actor, addresses 
the problem of weapons. A triangulation 
of strategies such as testimonialization, 
medicalization and legalization are 
investigated, with the help of critical 
security studies literature, to cultivate 
an understanding of an effects-based 
approach to weapons.  

SOCIOLOGY

Bourdieu in Question: New Directions 
in French Sociology of Art, Jeffrey A. 
Halley and Daglind E. Sonolet, BRILL, 
2017

Bourdieu in Question offers to English-
speaking audiences an account of the very 
lively Francophone debates over Pierre 
Bourdieu’s work in the domain of the arts 
and culture, and presents other directions 
and perspectives taken by major French 
researchers who extend or differ from his 
point of view, and who were marginalized 
by the Bourdieusian moment.

The Arc of Faith-Based Initiatives: 
Religion’s Changing Role in Welfare 
Service Provision, John P. Bartkowski, 
Susan E. Grettenberger, Springer 
International Publishing, 2018

This volume offers an in-depth 
examination of a diverse range of faith-
based programs implemented in three 
different geographical locales: family 
support in rural Mississippi, transitional 
housing in Michigan and addiction 
recovery in the Washington-Oregon.. 
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I am interested in the perpetuation and transmission of 
personal mythology. I am exploring associative flashbulb 
memories; the memories are vivid, yet strangely vague 
and unimportant. Certain colors or objects can bring about 
instant recollection of an environment or experience, 
but the ability to place yourself in a timeline is lost.

The images are wistful and in a way forlorn.  The act 
of momentary transportation into a place that you’re 

not sure if you dreamt or physically experienced 
becomes a respite, an escape to a place that is familiar, 
maudlin, and intimate. My past inquisition and need 
to preserve family history, belonging, and legacy has 
negated my true observation and voice in turn. A 
sense of understanding and investigation has evolved 
through acknowledging my own initial loss of words. 
Transitory and magnified traces of presence,fantasies, 
fear, stillness, and contemplation linger here. 
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