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Assessing the usefulness of a source

	*If you are going to write a good paper or produce a good project, you need reliable and persuasive sources. 

*When you are conducting real research, you need solid facts that can be checked and verified for truthfulness.

      *Make a habit of evaluating each one of your sources for reliability




· Relevance. Is the source closely related to your question? Don’t go to a website about cars if you are looking for statistics about speeding tickets.

· Author’s and publisher’s credentials and stance. Is the author an expert on the topic? What is author’s stance on the subject, and does this influence his/her views? Is the information biased?  If the publisher is a corporation, government agency, or interest group, is the information slanted in favor of that group’s interest?  If you are evaluating an article, what kind of periodical (magazine) published it—popular, alternative, or academic?

· Date of publication. Recent sources can be more useful than older ones, especially in the sciences. However, in some fields, the older works may be the more authoritative.

· Level of specialization. General sources such as popular magazines or newspapers may be easy to read and helpful as you begin your research, but you may need the authority of more specialized sources as you develop your topic and do higher-level research. On the other hand, extremely specialized works may be too hard to understand.

	*How to quickly evaluate a source to decide if it’s what you need:

Don’t just check out a book or print out an article unless it’s in the area of what you need. Don’t spend time reading for information in a source that doesn’t cover your topic. Evaluate the book or article first. Here are some things to look at:

· Title and subtitle. Choose the ones most directly related to your topic.

· Copyright page or date of publication.  When was it written?

· Abstract. Abstracts are concise summaries of journals or books. They give a quick overview of what is discussed.

· Table of contents. The titles of the chapters can show you what a book contains.

· Preface or forward, information about the author, and index:  These elements can also help you decide if the source will be helpful to you.
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