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Strategies for Test Preparation

	         The only way to prepare for a test and to be certain that you know the material is to learn the material, and that can’t be done overnight. Look over the following checklist and notice anything that you are NOT doing. If you are doing these things, great—if not, start doing them  now to improve your test score as much as possible when the actual day of the test arrives.

Test Preparation Checklist:

1. Attend every class

2. Review / rewrite your lecture notes every class session

3. Regularly attend study groups such as SI when possible, or form your own study group

4. Read the textbook material before you go to the lecture on the subject

5. Read all the handouts assigned or recommended by the teacher

6. Make charts, graphs, or flash cards, depending on how you need to organize the material

7. Develop a list of questions—things that you don’t understand and items that you think are going to be on the test. Get answers to the questions that you don’t understand, either in your study groups, in class, or in a conference with the teacher. Use your possible test questions for review.

8. Avoid last-minute cramming

9. Gear up for the test with a good night’s sleep and a meal or snack before test time.


	


Have an effective study group meeting:

Do a short review of the most recent lecture notes. Divide the lecture into 3 or 4 parts and have each member of the study group explain one part to the group.

Determine the main points and details of the lecture. Develop an outline. Each member fills in part of the details.

Make a chart, graph or matrix of comparisons, such as types of political parties and their features

Divide the group in half. Each half generates possible test questions from half of the material. Then exchange questions and find the answers.
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