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             Welcome to another issue of Ovations, 
showcasing the accomplishments of faculty, staff,  
students, alumni and friends of the UTSA College 
of Liberal and Fine Arts.

research, teaching 

and service … the 

three pillars of faculty 

engagement in university life. Research gets a lot of attention 

in our college these days as the university transforms into 

a research-intensive institution. This issue, at first glance, 

mostly celebrates research achievements, though you will 

see how COLFA faculty research and creative activity directly 

shape what takes place in the classroom and in the city, state  

and nation. 

As you read Dr. Reed Hunt’s elegant explanation of our fragile 

yet miraculous capacity for memory, imagine the depth of 

understanding that his students come away with. Or, consider 

how the mission of research-grounded outreach is embodied 

in Dr. Harriett Romo’s projects on child development and Dr. 

Francisco Durand’s work as an economic policy adviser for 

the Peruvian government. A successful university fosters such 

seamless connections between research, teaching and service. 

In these pages, also, you will get a sense of how COLFA students 

are inspired toward new applications of learning, suggested, for 

example, in the reflections of Moisés Ortiz, Evelyn Brown and 

Jeremy Faulk on their study abroad experiences. 

The wide relevance of the liberal arts is something we in COLFA 

champion. Our story on alum Mona Lowe, English major and real 
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1John T. Ward, “A Question of Balance,” Rutgers Magazine, Spring 2007, p. 25.

estate entrepreneur, is illustrative. Mona makes a cogent statement 

about the value of liberal arts education. I make it a point to notice 

such remarks, and another of my recent favorites comes from a 

college classmate of my own, Mary L. Baglivo, an English major 

who became CEO of world advertising giant Saatchi New York:

Evaluating prospective new hires, [Baglivo] admits 

to favoring liberal arts majors … people who 

follow their curiosity over those who view college 

primarily as a path to a particular career. “The skill 

set that’s been most useful and important to me is 

to be able to understand an issue, synthesize a lot 

of information, isolate a hypothesis, and prove your 

point in spoken words or written words,” she says, 

as though citing a lesson from rote. “And you know 

what? I’m really happy I was doing that for great 

books and great paintings, and not the marketing 

of a car or ketchup at that point in my life. Because 

I’ve had plenty of cars and ketchup since then.”1

Books, paintings, memory, Peruvian tax reform and much  

more—COLFA faculty, staff and students follow their curiosity, 

and the communities in which we live and travel are much better 

because of it.
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COLFA in The COmmUniTy

if the Rotary Club had needed a speaker, Isaac Newton,  professor at Trinity College, 
Cambridge, would have been a wretched choice. Newton was a genius, but he 
was also an obsessive scholar so intent on his work that he often forgot to sleep. 
According to Humphrey Newton, his assistant and a distant relative: 

“I never saw him take any Recreation or Pastime, either in Riding out to take 
the Air, Walking, Bowling, or any other Exercise whatever, Thinking all Hours  
lost that was not spent in his Studies, to which he kept so close that he seldom left 
his Chamber. ” 

Sir Isaac did occasionally venture out to a classroom, but, unkempt and distract-
ed, he lectured to the walls and a shrinking roster. Yet, any university worthy of the name would 
trade a dozen football recruits for one brilliant Newton. It would also cherish Margaret Mead, Arthur 
Schlesinger Jr., Elie Wiesel, and Toni Morrison—public intellectuals for whom the planet is an exten-
sion of the classroom.

Though professors are performers, performance assumes varied forms. Some shy sages make 
precious contributions in ways that, at least immediately, are evident only to their students and 
other specialists.

“A professor,” declared poet W.H. Auden, “is one who talks in someone else’s sleep.” Years later, 
we remain haunted by those sleep talkers. But for some professors, all the world’s a stage, and you 
don’t need opera glasses to watch them in action. As vital as it is to advance the state of knowl-
edge through monographs designed for the eyes of other scholars, some professors, treating pub-
lication as a way to stretch the lecture hall, also make frequent appearances in newspapers and  
popular magazines. Many of the programs, professors and students of UTSA’s College of Liberal 
and Fine Arts leave a vivid imprint far beyond blue books and the pages of scholarly journals.

Courses in accounting, aerobic fitness and mechanical engineering provide useful skills in some 

By Steven G. Kellman

Impact:
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ing violist Allyson Dawkins, cellist Kenneth 
Freudigman, violinist Mary Ellen Goree, 
clarinetist Stephanie Key, bassoonist Ron 
Noble, trumpeter Jan Roller, hornist Peter 
Rubins, percussionist Sherry Rubins, bassist 
Steve Zeserman, and cellist Dan Zollars) also 
teach at UTSA. 

Several of their colleagues, including gui-
tarist Matthew Dunne, flautist Rita Linard, 
soprano Catherine Nix, soprano Linda 
Poetschke, and clarinetist Ily Shterenberg, 
are prominent soloists or members of vari-
ous chamber ensembles. UTSA’s Robert 
Rustowicz is the founder and conduc-
tor of the San Antonio Wind Symphony, 
and John Silantien leads the San Antonio 
Mastersingers. 

Studio courses offered by the Depart-
ment of Music ensure the continuing vitality 
of the art, but so do the summer music pro-
grams offered to hundreds of area children 
—band camp, flute camp, choir camp and 
the Summer Institute for Piano and Strings. 
So, too, does the Composers Alliance of San 
Antonio, founded by UTSA’s David Heuser.  
If COLFA ceased to exist, the concert halls  
of South Texas would be muffled.

COLFA’s contributions to the visual arts 
of San Antonio are similarly lavish. 

The Department of Art and Art History 
operates two of the city’s most important 
exhibition venues, the UTSA Art Gallery at 
the 1604 Campus and the UTSA Satellite 
Space located in the Blue Star Arts Complex. 
UTSA faculty, including Ronald Binks,  
Ken Little, Constance Lowe, Neil Maurer 

Mayan ruin. However, COLFA also makes 
its presence felt within the general public, 
among people who will never take another 
exam not administered by a physician. 

The European Film Festival, for example, 
is such a hot event that fire codes have 
required turning away the audience over-
flow. Cosponsored by COLFA, it presents 
exceptional works from several countries as 
well as spirited panel discussions. 

Each fall, actors from the London Stage—
five itinerant British thespians—mount the 
stage at the UTSA Recital Hall to mesmerize 
capacity crowds. Each actor takes on four or 
five parts in a bravura production of one of 
Shakespeare’s plays. 

No one can dispute the national prow-
ess of the UTSA Debate Team, sponsored by 
our Department of Communication, whose 
students also compete successfully in the 
Battle of Flowers Oratory Contest.

Since performance is part of the very 
mission of UTSA’s Department of Music, 
San Antonians are more likely to be  famil-
iar with COLFA’s musicians than with the 
college’s philosophers (unless they attend 
the annual UTSA Philosophy Symposium in 
February) or its Spanish faculty (unless they 
read the online magazine La Palabra). The 
Department of Music sponsors about 200 
public concerts, recitals, operas and work-
shops throughout the year. 

A faculty meeting can almost double for 
a rehearsal of the San Antonio Symphony, 
since so many symphony musicians (includ-

of UTSA’s other colleges. However, COLFA 
is, along with the College of Sciences, 
the very soul of the university, the place 
where fundamental questions about iden-
tity, knowledge, mind, culture, language 
and power are confronted. An anagram 
of focal, COLFA is the focus for the kind of 
thinking that defines a genuinely educated 
human being. Though only 6,000 students 
at a time major in any of the college’s 11 
departments, courses in history, language, 
literature, the arts and the social sciences 
that are required of every undergraduate 
exert a profound and enduring influence 
on many thousands more. 

It is hard for anyone who has taught a 
few years in COLFA to wander into a bank, 
supermarket or movie theater without 
encountering alumni—dentists, teachers, 
soldiers, accountants, contractors, lawyers, 
restaurateurs, radiologists, journalists. And 
many gratefully recount how a course from 
COLFA changed a life. 

Many can read a menu or even Proust 
because of language courses offered in the 
college. Among my own former students, 
job titles include judge, poet, CEO, radio 
announcer, filmmaker, physician, profes-
sor, dog groomer, flight attendant, critic, 
musician and TV anchor. Crucial research 
into Pindaric odes, chromatic perception 
and Comanche ethnogeography might  
go unnoticed beyond the groves of aca-
deme. Major archaeologists tend to labor 
in obscurity unless, like Richard E.W. Adams, 
they happen to uncover a spectacular 
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While having lunch with my reading club, I hap-
pened to mention that UTSA is now larger than 
Texas Tech. This is a group of 30, well-informed, 
articulate, intellectual women, many of whom are 
former educators. They responded with surprise, 
almost shock. For a moment, no one sitting at 
my table spoke. They just looked at me. These 
are native San Antonians, committed to commu-
nity service and educational endeavors—the very 
people one would expect to know what’s hap-
pening at UTSA. Two of us do. Betty Halff served 
with me under the leadership of UTSA President 
Ricardo Romo and San Antonio banker Tom Frost, 
on UTSA’s Silver to Gold Committee for future 
planning this past year. 

In response to my statement, which seemed to 
cause disbelief, one woman asked, “Is this because 
of the Hispanic population in San Antonio?” 
Another said, “I thought it was a commuter school 
just for students from San Antonio.” I was pleased 
to give them a brief update about what’s happen-
ing at UTSA in 2007. However, I couldn’t help but 
think that UTSA is the elephant flying under San 
Antonio’s radar screen. How did this happen? And 
more importantly, how do we get the story out to 
San Antonio, to Texas and beyond? 

Educators, be they university professors or 
public school teachers, are usually good com-
municators, but they’re not so good at promoting 
their institutions of learning. This brings me to 
my connection to UTSA. I serve on the Advisory 
Council to the College of Liberal and Fine Arts. 
This group gives input and helps to raise funds 
for specific programs, projects and scholarships 
for the various departments within this college. 
Several COLFA members also served on the 
Silver to Gold Committee. Serving on the council  
has been an education for me. I have not only 
learned about UTSA, this educational giant (that’s 
growing) in the midst of our city, I’ve become 
an advocate on its behalf—a believer in what its 
future holds. 

I remember when UTSA began. It was so far 
outside the city many asked, “Why was it located 
way out there?” People weren’t sure exactly where 
Loop 1604 was in the ’80s. They wondered how  
it was going to attract San Antonio’s inner-city 
scholars for whom, most thought, it was created. 

Unfortunately, that’s still the mindset of many 
today. They don’t realize the city has grown far 
beyond the UTSA campus. Some didn’t know 

where the campus was in the first place and still 
don’t. Many citizens don’t know much, if anything, 
about the Downtown Campus or even where it’s 
located. They don’t know that the Institute of 
Texan Cultures is part of UTSA or that there are 
UTSA exhibit areas in the Blue Star Arts Complex 
downtown. They don’t know how many graduate 
programs are a part of the university, or that there 
are university residence halls for students, includ-
ing out-of-town students with high SAT scores 
and high GPAs who make up a significant part of 
UTSA’s student enrollment. And they definitely 
aren’t aware of what a fine faculty UTSA is privi-
leged to have. UTSA—the elephant flying under 
the radar.

Now, how do we tell of UTSA’s successes? How 
do we tell of the challenges the future holds for 
the university? The challenges of an ever-increas-
ing enrollment? Or of the fine undergraduate 
and graduate programs, which demand more be 
spent on research? Or of UTSA’s increasingly fine 
reputation among other universities and within 
the UT System? How do we tell UTSA’s success 
story? 

This was the point of much discussion as part 
of the Silver to Gold meetings this past year. And 
there were many suggestions for ways to make 
the community more aware that UTSA is fast 
becoming a premier university. These sugges-
tions included developing a NCAA Division 1 foot-
ball team, involving the media more in telling the 
UTSA story, hiring a public relations firm to devel-
op a media blitz about UTSA, developing more 
connections with the business community, and 
seeking more grant funding for research opportu-
nities, which in turn would attract an even higher 
group of quality faculty and students. 

As part of COLFA, dedicated San Antonio citi-
zens began organizing fundraising projects, pro-
moting UTSA within their spheres of interest and 
networking to tell UTSA’s success story. 

Maybe I’m impatient. Maybe the only way for 
UTSA’s successes to become well known is by one 
small step at a time. But I don’t want it to be like 
that. I want to blaze it all over the city and the 
state that UTSA is a great university. 

So, what are your suggestions to make this 
happen? How do we get this big and great uni-
versity to fly smack across the radar screen, and 
never under it again? O  

the community of specialists in American 
history, Asian history, women’s history and 
Russian history. 

Félix D. Alamaráz Jr. addresses another 
community when he ventures forth to 
museums, libraries and civic organizations 
to present his interactive impersonation 
of Sam Houston. The entire department 
serves a community beyond its offices and 
classrooms by sponsoring the annual San 
Antonio Regional History Fair.

It is customary to gauge an institution’s 
importance to a community in economic 
terms. 

In those terms, the advent of Toyota in 
San Antonio was greeted with rapture and 
incentives. If I were an economist, I would 
try to calculate COLFA’s impact as a genera-
tor of revenue and jobs. Surely, the region’s 
supply of professionals in advertising, 
journalism and public relations has been 
enhanced by the work of the Department  
of Communication. 

The mental health professions are bol-
stered by programs in the Department of 
Psychology. Every department in COLFA has 
contributed to the quantity and quality of 
local teachers, from kindergarten through 
graduate school. A college of liberal and 
fine arts is more than a depot for hire educa-
tion. If, as Socrates insisted, the unexamined 
life is not worth living, examining our lives 
through the prisms of sociology, linguistics, 
geography, anthropology and the other dis-
ciplines of COLFA establishes and enhances 
their worth. While it is hyperbolic to claim 
that without COLFA our lives are worthless, 
they would surely be diminished.

According to the Department of Labor, 
the average American holds 11 different 
jobs in four different careers throughout a 
lifetime. Training, then, becomes less practi-
cal than education. If the assignments keep 
changing, it is wiser to learn how to think 
than how to perform particular tasks. 

“Education,” observed Albert Einstein,  
“is what survives when what has been 
learned has been forgotten.” I long ago  
forgot specific information passed on by  
professors of philosophy, history, psychol-
ogy and classics. But what lingers are the  

and Kent Rush, as well as professors emer-
iti James Broderick and Charles Field, are 
among the area’s most accomplished  
artists. Their work as well as work by some 
of their former students shows up in galler-
ies and museums throughout the world.

Except in a few enlightened house-
holds, humanities scholars, like anthropolo-
gists, geographers and sociologists, are 
rarely household names. However, some 
of the eminences—including R.W.B. Lewis, 
Jacques Barzun, Cherrie Moraga, Sandra 
M. Gilbert and Houston Baker—brought 
to campus as Brackenridge visiting lectur-
ers, have attracted large, enthusiastic audi-
ences. So have the poets and fiction writers 
(among them, Denise Levertov, Ed Hirsch, 
Ernest Gaines, Sandra Cisneros, Richard 
Howard, Alberto Ríos and Tobias Wolff ) who 
have come to UTSA to give public readings 
of their work. 

One of the liveliest events in COLFA’s 
calendar is WordFest, which is an annual  
celebration of writing by students and  
faculty. Sagebrush Review publishes and 
publicizes the best poetry and fiction by 
UTSA students. Work by faculty members 
Wendy Barker, Norma Cantú, Bonnie Lyons, 
Ben Olguín and David Vance appears in 
some of the leading magazines in the 
country and is presented in public read-
ings locally, nationally and internationally 
by the authors themselves. The innovative 
new doctoral program in English is rapidly 
acquiring an international reputation.

Any thoughts about COLFA’s place in the 
community must begin by acknowledging 
that each of us belongs to many communi-
ties. COLFA faculty are prominently involved 
in many civic activities, and student interns 
can be found at local museums, radio sta-
tions and government agencies. 

Through dozens of Fulbrights, Partners 
of the Americas appointments, and other 
international exchanges, faculty contribute 
to the global community, as do students in 
study abroad programs in Mexico, Britain, 
France, Italy, Germany, Russia and Spain.

Through books, articles and conferences, 
the Department of History makes its mark 
in the community of historians, including 

ways of being in the world, the habits  
of heart and mind. Those are COLFA’s most 
precious contributions.

Late in a brilliantly productive career, 
Charles Darwin, whose undergradu-
ate record at Cambridge was lackluster, 
regretted a void in his life. “I have tried to 
read Shakespeare lately, and found it is so  
intolerably dull that it has nauseated me,” 
he complained in his autobiography. “I have 
also lost my taste for pictures or music.” 
Darwin might have benefited from COLFA, 
which counts many older students on its 
rosters. 

Study of the liberal and fine arts exercis-
es both cerebral hemispheres, but Darwin 
specifically lamented the fact that he had 
not learned to cultivate literature, music 
and painting: “If I have to live my life again, 
I would have made a rule to read some 
poetry and listen to some music at least once 
every week; for perhaps the part of my brain 
now atrophied would thus have been kept 
through use. The loss of these tastes is a loss 
of happiness, and may possibly be injurious 
to the moral character, by enfeebling the 
emotional part of our nature.”

Happy is the community that is strength-
ened by investment in the arts, humanities 
and social sciences. We do not have to live 
our lives again to relish how COLFA enriches 
the ones we already have. O

flying Under The radar
utsa: the little known giant 
by sally hoffman

how do we tell of 
utsa’s successes? how 

do we tell of the chal-
lenges the future holds 
for the university? the 
challenges of an ever-

increasing enrollment? 
or of the fine under-
graduate and gradu-
ate programs, which 

demand more be spent 
on research?
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TheReachof 
ReseaRch

Harriett romo’s  
Commitment 
to tHe Community

As part of the study, brain imaging was initially conducted on the 
babies, and each month the babies’ responses to different English and 
Spanish words were tested in a lab. The lab tests were followed by 
home visits, an element Romo believes is especially critical. “It’s impor-
tant to see them in their homes, where they’re much more relaxed 
and verbal,” she says. The study will continue until the children reach 
preschool. 

As director of the UTSA Mexico Center, Romo also focuses on 
UTSA’s relationship with Mexico to promote interdisciplinary col-
laboration for research, projects and service activities. She also 
is director of the Bank of America Child and Adolescent Policy 
Research Institute (CAPRI), which trains kindergarten teachers 
to use literacy activities in the classroom and focuses on increas-
ing educational opportunities for low-income Hispanic families  
in San Antonio. 

“I think sociologists do have a responsibility toward their com-
munity,” she says. “I think that because we are sociologists and we’re 
interested in institutions, society, social groups, and race and ethnic 
relations … the work we do has an impact on communities and it 
helps us better understand our community.” 

The Head Start Summer Institute is one of the ways Romo has had 
an impact on the San Antonio community. With the help of a grant 
from the Department of Health and Human Services, Romo created 
the institute, which pays tuition, fees and books for teachers at four 
Head Start agencies to help them get their associate or bachelor’s 
degrees. The courses are offered in the summer and allow participants 
to earn up to 12 hours of college credit.  

“The Head Start teacher project is allowing teachers who work with 
the lowest income children—and who probably themselves came 
from similar backgrounds and never had an opportunity to go to col-
lege—to go back to school and obtain their degrees,” Romo says. 

Romo’s efforts to promote education reached some of San Antonio’s 
youngest children in 2004. Romo received a $584,972 grant from the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, which allowed 
UTSA to collaborate with the San Antonio Independent School District 
to build the Early Childhood Development Center at the Navarro 
Academy on San Antonio’s West Side. The center serves 80 children 
per year and is also a laboratory school for UTSA. A portion of the 
school’s available slots are reserved for UTSA students who need child 
care and live on the West Side, a culturally rich but economically poor 
area of the city. 

Romo also received a separate grant to renovate the Cardenas 
Center, a child development facility that serves the Edgewood 
Independent School District. Romo is working with administrators in 
the district to improve the center and make it more effective.

With these and other programs, Romo has devoted much of 

her time to enhancing teaching methods, literacy and educational  
development. “I’m definitely committed to making sure other  
students have the same opportunity because the college degree can 
really make a difference in your life,” she says.

And this passion is something she hopes to pass on to her students. 
That’s why she recruits them to take part in community projects. “I’m 
always looking for talented students, and I think it gives them a really 
good experience to participate in these projects,” says Romo. 

Among the students Romo has recently enjoyed working with are 
Marcia Rodriguez, who is helping with the bilingual baby project; 
Sophia Ortiz, who coordinates the Head Start Summer Institute; and 
Allison Elmer, who is working on the federally funded Early Reading 
First Project. “They’re excellent,” Romo says. “They’ve been very helpful, 
and they’re really good researchers.”

As the largest public university in the city, UTSA has a responsibility 
to give the people of San Antonio an understanding and awareness of 
what is or is not working in their own community, Romo says. 

 “San Antonio is … the perfect laboratory for my research; that’s 
why I like being downtown. I feel like we’re in an urban lab,” she says. 

Romo’s upcoming research includes projects concerning water 
issues on the border, and she recently submitted a proposal to study 
upper-income immigrants and their adolescent children. She is also 
looking forward to the release of a book she co-authored with UTSA  
sociology faculty member Dr. Raquel Marquez. The book is a collection 
of articles about families on the border, titled Transformations of Las 
Familias on the U.S.-Mexico Border.  O

since coming to UTSA in 1999, Dr. Harriett Romo has received 
more than $5.5 million to fund research projects locally, 
regionally and internationally. As an associate professor of 

sociology at UTSA, Romo teaches classes on race and ethnic rela-
tions, the border, and the sociology of childhood and education. 

Romo began her teaching career in Nicaragua over 40 years ago. 
“I had always wanted to travel and never had any money to do it,” she 
explains. After spending a year teaching in Nicaragua, she got married 
and moved to Los Angeles. 

In Los Angeles, she spent a few years teaching fifth grade in an 
inner-city school, an experience that has defined her research. “It was a 
year after the Watts riots,” she recalls. “Many of the children I had in my 
class were very low-income immigrant children and African American 
children. The last year I taught in L.A., I had 48 students who were not 
reading above a second-grade level. You could see the kids were very 
bright, and you could see the frustration and the barriers that had 
been created. It made me think about what was happening and why. 
Those children had a lot of potential, and they just couldn’t reach it. 
Seeing that makes you want to help them.” 

Since then, Romo has dedicated much of her research to the areas 
of education, biculturalism and the advancement of the commu-
nity. She is the lead investigator at UTSA for the Learning in Informal 
and Formal Environments (LIFE) Project, supported by the National 
Science Foundation. The project is a partnership with the University of 
Washington, Stanford University and the Stanford Research Institute 
that allows researchers to study how learning occurs in formal and 
informal bilingual settings. 

Romo and the other investigators followed 50 bilingual babies from 
the age of 6 months.  The children were observed in the lab and in their 
homes. Their families were observed as well. “We went into the homes 
to interview the families about their transnational experiences,” Romo 
explains. The babies are now 24 months old, and 28 of them remain in 
the program. 

By wendy Contreras and lisa Chontos

Harriett Romo gives children from the Navarro Academy a preview of  
college life with a tour of UTSA’s Downtown Campus.

“UTSA has a responsibility to give the  
people of San Antonio an understanding and 

awareness of what is or is not working  
in their own community.”
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“I went in there and he very frankly told me, ‘You can’t 
leave. You have a wonderful mind and excellent writing 
skills. Just pick a job in any department in this company, 
and you can have it.’ I give him due credit for recognizing 
my talent and launching me into the wonderful field of 
commercial real estate.” 

Today, she sits in a spacious office, each wall transformed 
by art pieces she loves. On a bookshelf not far from her desk 
sits a small picture of herself with friend and UTSA English 
professor Steven Kellman. 

Along with her partners, Lowe strives to create an envi-
ronment at Reata where people can be as productive as 

possible and she values their diverse talents. “I’m definitely a proponent of intellectual cross-
pollination,” she says. “It truly works.”  And it shows. Their company is expanding and the 
employees are light-hearted and enthusiastic.

Lowe can personally attest to the fact that liberal arts majors are needed in the business 
arena. “A liberal arts major gets the corollary knowledge of life experience along with critical 
thinking skills. The liberal arts course study is not limited to numbers, formulas and resolu-
tions.”

Lowe remembers preparing for an intense college semester that required her to read 
numerous books, but she took inspiration in realizing that “in each of those books was a 
story I could learn about but didn’t have to live. I was going to glean the knowledge, the 
philosophy, the resolution, the pain and the happiness—because those great writers shared 
that. That’s what makes a liberal arts major so invaluable to business. You’re either going to 
negotiate deals, or you’re going to create a culture for people to live in.” 

She expands the belief of creating a culture by her involvement in the arts as a charter 
committee member for Chalk It Up, an annual sidewalk art event. She is also one of the initia-
tors of downtown San Antonio’s monthly Houston Street Fair and Market. She is currently a 
board member of the Mind Science Foundation, and her next project is to help bring more 
public art to San Antonio. 

Lowe credits her success to the people around her, and as a result, plants seeds and 
encourages others, especially young students. Having had the courage to chart her own 
course and the wisdom to seize opportunity, she emphasizes the fact that she always 
planned to be in business and that her liberal arts degree was a plus, not a negative. Her 
advice is, “If your passion is history, go for it. Fine arts and sculpture? Go for it. Do what you 
love, and you will find your calling in life.

“I was fueled by my passion for literature to do well and expand my horizons in every way 
possible. As I live now, I just try to infuse my genuine passion into whatever I do. The acquisi-
tion of knowledge and self-realization continues on and on. A liberal arts degree gives you a 
springboard for that. You can approach your livelihood with that aesthetic sensibility, and you  
can have a good, successful life.”  O

Cross  
pollinaTion

why the Business world needs  
liberal arts Majors

ALumni PrOFiLe: 
Mona lowe

all education is ignited by a passion for knowledge. For 
Mona Lowe, the path to knowledge was paved with books. 
In second grade, she finished all the books in her class-

room’s small library. Since then, her lifelong love of literature, phi-
losophy and art has propelled her to success in the business world. 

She is the president and a partner of Reata Property Management 
Inc., a commercial real estate management company that currently 
manages a portfolio of more than 3 million square feet. The com-
pany was started in 2001 by Lowe and four of her colleagues from 
Trammell Crow Company, one of the nation’s prominent commercial 
real estate firms, where she spent 12 years. 

She grew up in San Antonio and enrolled at UTSA. She decided 
to major in literature at a time when most parents and counsel-
ors often advised students to get a “practical” degree. Reasoning 
that the purpose of college is to master critical thinking, she 
believed that the critical thinking required to analyze literature is  
as complex and organized as a math approach or a business 
approach. Looking back, she said she is grateful that her parents, 
William and Luz McMunn, always supported her decisions in col-
lege and beyond. 

After college, she worked for a commercial interior design firm in 
California. From there, youthful ambition and intellectual curiosity 
took her to the urban scene of New York City, where her strong writ-
ing ability and aptitude for accounting landed her a business writ-
ing job with top firm Salomon Brothers. But her biggest opportu-
nity came when she returned to Texas. After receiving no response 
from the large companies she approached, she accepted a position 
in accounts payable for a real estate developer. 

When one of the big companies finally made her an offer, she 
decided it was time to turn in her resignation. The move prompted 
a note left on her desk that read, “Go see the president.” Until then, 
she didn’t realize he even knew who she was.

By Lisa Chontos
k(k

The imporTance  
of a liberal arTs 
educaTion
carnegie foundation study 
examines integration of 
liberal arts and business

The Carnegie foundation for 
the advancement of Teaching 
announced in 2006 a major three-
year project funded by the Teagle 
foundation to examine how to 
integrate liberal arts education into 
undergraduate business programs.

“we teach students in most 
business programs a great deal 
about the bottom line,” said w. 
robert Connor, president of the 
Teagle foundation. “But to really 
prepare them to become leaders 
in our increasingly competitive 
global marketplace, we also need to 
provide them with the capacity for 
analytical thinking, the intellectual 
depth, ethical understanding and 
creativity that come from a liberal 
arts education.” 

ediTor’s noTe: In this second article in our series about 
the value of a liberal arts education, Lowe shares how her  
literature degree has translated into huge business success.

“ you can 
approach your 
livelihood with 
that aesthetic  
sensibility,  
and you can 
have a good, 
successful life.”
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a year ago, Dr. Scott Sherer came to UTSA to 
serve as both an art history professor and 
the director of UTSA’s art galleries. It was the 

first time the positions had been merged, and this 
unique combination drew Sherer to leave his posi-
tion as a professor at Kent State and return to his 
hometown of San Antonio. 

“I really liked the idea of being able to teach and 
also do public work,” he says. “I’m impressed with 
how warm and engaging the people are here at 
UTSA. The students are smart and a lot of fun; they’re 
eager to learn and explore and be creative.”

Sherer grew up in a military family in San 
Antonio. After earning a bachelor of arts in architec-
ture at Yale University, he worked briefly in graphic 
design and marketing. Then he went on to earn his  

master’s in art history, followed by a doctorate in 
comparative studies in discourse and society, cul-
tural studies and comparative literature. 

His education and work have taken him to 
London, Connecticut, Kentucky, Minnesota and 
Ohio. His diverse training and travels reflect his 
varied interests. Inquisitive by nature and passion-
ate about art, Sherer is especially passionate about 
making art accessible to everyone around him. 

As an art history professor, he focuses on critical 
theory, particularly 20th century philosophy and 
thought. “I’m very interested in the theories behind 
art—not illustrating theories and ideas, but work-
ing with visual languages,” he explains. “Art is not 
just artifacts and objects. It’s not just something to 
look at, but rather an opportunity for conversation 
with the object, the artist, and with others about our 
experience. Art is about conversation, and that’s one 
thing I think galleries are really good for.” 

As director of the on-campus gallery and also 
UTSA’s Satellite Space in the Blue Star Arts Complex, 
Sherer has curated a wide range of interesting shows. 
This past summer, he co-curated Texas Uprising,  
an exhibit of more than 50 contemporary Texan 
sculptors, with indoor and outdoor installations at 
UTSA and throughout San Antonio. He followed 
that with Play and Re-Play, featuring the work of 
three artists from very different backgrounds. In this 
show, artists Nathan Dube, Suguru Hiraide and Anna 

Jaquez each reworked their childhood experiences to 
create thought-provoking pieces. Sherer addressed 
the passing of time in a show called Still Life in New 
Time and followed it with Yoko Ono Imagine Peace: 
Featuring John and Yoko’s Year of Peace.

In January, Sherer will open a highly anticipated 
show composed of contemporary Aboriginal art. Art 
from Texas is also gaining a lot of recognition in the 
art world right now, and Sherer is excited to show-
case art from the region in New Art/Arte Nuevo, 
opening this spring. 

Appreciating the variety of mediums available, 
Sherer seeks to showcase a wide range within the 
same exhibit. “Galleries are good because there are 
so many different kinds of expression and different 
kinds of material, from more traditional, old-fash-
ioned knitting to bronze casting.” The on-campus 
portion of the recent show Texas Uprising included 
an oversized beach ball made of steel, tire tracks 
cast in bronze, a felt wall hanging shaped like a 
Rorschach inkblot, and light poles ringed in square 
bands of colorful knitting. 

Sherer says that in addition to inspiring conversa-
tion, art is about the craft of producing objects that 
provoke thought. “One reason artists sometimes 
choose to leave their work untitled is because it puts 
the works in cultural context. It forces you to not just 
have a personal reaction and decide whether you 
like it or not, but to try to understand something 
without being told what to think. That’s a strategy 
that artists sometimes use. An untitled work is ask-
ing us to engage on the various cultural levels of 
an object. I’m interested in how we make meaning. 
One of the things that interests me is the relation-
ship between text and image. Sometimes words 
communicate, but sometimes they don’t.”

By being part of the Department of Art and Art 
History and serving the region, UTSA’s galleries have 
a two-fold role. “It’s important to create interesting 
shows that teach culture and showcase the creativ-
ity of our students,” Sherer says. “We serve an aca-
demic function, but it’s a good place to showcase 
contemporary art, not just for students but also for 
the community.

“There are commercial galleries and museums 
out there. Universities are a lot more fluid, because 
you have students showing their work, you have a 
lot of different shows, you have different themes, 
and you’re using different materials. We’re at a uni-
versity that offers a liberal arts education, and part 
of that education includes the arts. It’s an important 
element of our lives.”

Sherer says he has been impressed by the dedi-
cation of UTSA students to their artwork and stud-
ies. “The diversity and complexity of their styles and 
themes is remarkable,” he says. 

The students successfully sell their work and go 
on to great residencies, and in UTSA’s last juried art 
show, their work drew admiration from a juror from 
the San Antonio Museum of Art. 

Sherer shares an insight about American culture 
that likely serves as a driving force behind his work as 
an art history professor and gallery director. “When 
Americans go abroad, they go to art museums and 
look at architecture, yet we tend not to do that at 
home. We don’t have enough of a sense of visual 
cultural life to even think of them here in our world. 
I like new media, too, but I think that we live in such 
a TV and movie culture. To stop and spend time with 
an object or thing, to spend a few moments with an 
idea or a theory personally or as a group … we don’t 
do that enough. I don’t know if I do it enough, and 
I do it a lot.” 

“It’s important to continue to demonstrate how 
useful the arts really are to us,” Sherer says. “The arts 
preserve the vitality of our culture.” O

Director Scott Sherer Brings his Passion for  
Art, Culture and Teaching to the UTSA Gallery

art for all By Lisa Chontos

Photos taken at the UTSA Art Gallery.
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redefining the art 
of the argument

he UTSA debate team reached unprecedented success this 
year, winning sixth place in the national championship tour-
nament of the Cross Examination Debate Association (CEDA).

Throughout the year, members immersed themselves in research 
and traveled almost 23,000 miles, defeating teams from UT Austin, 
Arizona State University, the University of Iowa and the University 
of Kansas, to name a few. They also beat teams from Michigan State, 
which has a national championship program, and they almost 
defeated Oklahoma University, the champions of this year’s CEDA 
tournament. 

In addition, UTSA senior Matt Reichle, a 2006–2007 recipient of 
the Richard L. and Joanne P. Hathaway Debate Scholarship, was 
selected from hundreds of debaters nationwide to be part of the All-
American Debate Team at the CEDA national championship.

But one thing is causing other teams in the country to take notice 
and even emulate UTSA’s group, and that is originality.

Challenging the standard practice of debate, Reichle and his 
teammate Philip DiPiazza deliver their arguments using everything 
from hip-hop to costumed skits. 

“We’ll talk about why the way we discuss things is more impor-
tant than the rules,” Reichle explains. The rules of debate dictate how 
many minutes each person can speak, that each debater will have a 
partner, and that in the middle of the debate the teams must argue 
the opposite stance. Everything else, according to Reichle, is open. 

Reichle got into debate in high school. All the art classes were 

full he said, so he chose debate by default. At UTSA he met a mem-
ber of the university debate team. That’s when the father of two 
sons decided to return to debate after discussing it with his wife. 
This time, however, everything was different. 

“They’re expanding the concept of what an argument is,” says 
UTSA professor and debate coach Skip Eno. “Theater, music and 
movies can all present arguments. They will sing, dance and use 
props. But they can also do a line-by-line analysis of an argument 
and present evidence.” 

Reichle adds, “We didn’t just say, ‘Let’s do hip-hop. We found a 
bunch of literature that supported what we wanted to talk about. 
I’m an English major who writes poetry, and turning slam poetry 
into a debate argument was a natural thing to do. 

“For four years in high school I did what everyone else does, 
which is just getting a big stack of source material and reading  
it as fast as you can. I could do that. But this is different. It’s engag-
ing and it makes me want to learn more.”

A thirst for knowledge is essential to UTSA’s debate team. Each 
member of the team does the amount of research required for 
a Ph.D.—in one year. At larger schools, debaters rely on gradu-
ate and doctoral students to supply all their research, says Reichle  
and Eno. 

Reichle adds, “It’s a question of how you can change the game 
a little bit. We do just as much work as everyone else, and what-
ever the research leads us to, we find a form that goes along with  
the concept.” 

A glimpse of the five team members in action defies all stereo-
types. One team member has a half-sleeve tattoo, and another has 
hair past his shoulders. Dressed in T-shirts and jeans, they take their 
turn behind the podium, reading their material a-mile-a-minute 
and occasionally taking an audible deep breath. Most striking is the 
speed—which is “like the Micro Machine guy” as Reichle says, and 
renders their words nearly unintelligible to the untrained ear. They 
practice by reading a stack of source material aloud as fast as they 
can for 20 minutes, and they tape and critique all their speeches, just 
as athletes review game tapes. 

UTSA’s program is unique in that any student who’s willing to 
work can be on the team and actively debate, according to Reichle 
and Eno. They say many colleges discourage people from being on 
the debate team unless they’ve gone to debate camps or have been 
superstars on a high school team. One UTSA debater who started 
a debating career early is sophomore Rene Naud, who went to an 
academy in high school for students interested in a law career. 

Unlike Reichle, who does cross-examination debate, Naud pre-
fers to do parliamentary debate, which she describes as a layman’s 
debate. The topic is revealed just 15 minutes before the round 
begins. The four kinds of topics are policy resolution, value resolu-
tion, fact resolution and—the wild card—a metaphor topic. 

The strangest topic she has argued was the metaphor, “This 
house would put the cart before the horse.” She and her teammate  
ended up winning the round on the basis that it was an idiom, not  
a metaphor. 

As much as Naud loves the act of debate, her favorite part of 
debating is the friends she has made across the country. She credits 

Beyond the podium 
debate team showcases academic excellence

by roy (skip) eno, Director of Debate

the debate team at utsa has been a 
value-added program for the univer-
sity and san antonio communities for 
more than 25 years. 

since 1980, utsa students have 
taken advantage of the opportunity to 
compete in intercollegiate debate. the 
program allows students to employ 
their academically acquired skills in 
research, critical thinking and public 
speaking. 

travel across the united states for 
competition enables the team to meet other successful stu-
dents and competitively test their argumentation skills. in 
the process, our students positively represent utsa and san 
antonio in front of university administrators, faculty and pro-
fessionals from all over the country.

the debate team also represents utsa and san antonio in 
its commitment to academic excellence. the team provides 
ongoing evidence of the kind of activity expected of a first-
class institution of higher learning and its surrounding sup-
portive community. 

our students, many of them from san antonio, go on to suc-
cessful careers in legal, educational and corporate pursuits. 

debate team members Philip DiPiazza (left), matt Reichle

debate with polishing her public speaking and says, “There are very 
few situations where I won’t say what I think.” 

Interestingly, while many debaters go on to become lawyers, poli-
ticians or successful businesspeople, both Naud and Reichle have 
found their passion in the liberal arts.

Currently majoring in English, Naud is considering changing to 
either creative writing or philosophy. Reichle will pursue a master’s in 
creative writing, after which he might teach writing at UTSA and help 
coach the debate team.

As Reichle wraps up three years of debating for UTSA, he takes 
with him the lifelong friendship of his teammates and the admiration 
of his competitors. “I had a kid come up to me and say, ‘I’ve debated 
you twice, and I’ve lost to you twice, but each time I’ve learned some-
thing about life and I’ve learned something about debate. I want to 
be the type of debater that you are,’” he says. 

“It was really humbling because there are a lot of people that I look 
up to, and I had to say, ‘Go watch these people—these are the peo-
ple that I want to be like.’ To have someone say it changed the way  
they looked at the world—that was enough to justify the entire time 
that I’ve been here.”

Says Eno, “We’ve always had good debaters, and a good thing is  
happening here at UTSA. The students here support the team, and  
it helps the community feel good about itself. I’m so glad that  
UTSA has the foresight to support programs like this—it reinforces 
their commitment to a larger ideal.”  O

By Lisa Chontos

despite its small size, utsa’s 
debate team is helping to 
change the way debates are 
structured. 

t
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began in Florence, Italy. My first experience in Europe, and everything I saw and heard was  
an awakening. Within the first week of my summer trip I knew I would go back to Europe.” 

So begins the travel journal of Moisés Ortiz, an art history student at UTSA. And thanks to the 
David Bowen Memorial Endowment for Study in Europe, Ortiz was able to return to Europe this 
past spring to study. Four COLFA students from various disciplines used their Bowen awards 
to study abroad in spring 2007, journeying to Germany, England or France. In keeping with 
Bowen’s hope of showing students a world beyond commercialism where history is ever pres-
ent, each student returned with stories of art, nature and culture, as well as self-discovery. 

Berlin, Germany
Planning to finish his final semester of college by returning to Europe, Ortiz signed up for an 
art history class taught by Professor Ron Binks. The class was structured around a two-week 
trip to Berlin that would give students the chance to experience the original artworks they 
were studying. 

Recalling the first few hours of his trip in his journal, Ortiz writes: “The inside [of the hotel] 
was like a time machine. The wood squeaked and the doors were large and heavy. I tried to 
imagine the stories these walls could have told. The building was dimmed and the halls were 
like a labyrinth of doors to other guests.” 

Ortiz remembers immediately striking out from the hotel and getting lost, which is some-
thing he welcomes while traveling. He was also pleasantly surprised that he was able to use 
his Italian frequently, and he was impressed by the diversity of the people and how clean the 
streets were. 

He began each day in the hotel’s 19th century revival-style dining room, where the conti-
nental breakfast was a generous spread of cold cuts, breads, fruits and cheeses. “The morning 
was my favorite part of the day,” he writes. “I made sure I sat by the balcony to enjoy the natural 
light creeping into the room, and listen to everyone talk. … Now with a full stomach, I was set 
for a day of long walks and deep discovery.”

With Binks leading the way, Ortiz and his classmates spent two weeks exploring the art 
museums and streets of Berlin. Ortiz’s favorite museum was the Pergamon, which is part of 
a group of museums that make up the city’s famed Museum Island. The Pergamon contains  
life-size reconstructions of monumental structures such as the altar of Zeus and the Ishtar gate 
of Babylon. 

While feeding his mind with art, Ortiz also made sure to enjoy the local food, which he 
believes is key in getting to know a place. His request for a traditional German meal was met 
with a large blood sausage, kraut and potatoes, to be washed down with a Berliner Pilsner. “The 
sausage was interesting,” Ortiz grins, “but I enjoyed every ounce of that plate.”

Ortiz plans to travel as much as he can in the future and says, “Germany has given me a new 
way of seeing modernism and the history behind it. It also showed me the importance of art in 
a society that has a passion for growth and progress. Art and culture sit side by side with poli-
tics and the economy, and the people are very well educated and informed about the world. 
This was a big lesson to me not only as an art student, but also as an American.”

Keele, england
Senior honors student Evelyn Brown spent a semester at Keele University in Keele, England. 
Like Ortiz, she had visited Europe before, but this was her first extended stay. 

“I’m not sure I would have been able to travel, had I not received the Bowen,” she says. “David 
Bowen was a personal friend of Dr. Mark Allen, a brilliant [English] professor at UTSA, whom I 
consider to be my mentor. The Bowen Endowment has a special place in his heart. I had heard 
of the award through a friend, but it was at his suggestion that I was determined to apply.”

Brown chose Keele because it was the most fitting place for someone earning an English 
degree, granting her access to the British libraries. She enrolled in a Shakespeare class, a British 
culture class, and two philosophy classes, but beyond her studies, she hoped to become a more 
well-rounded person. 

Her trip got off to a rough start with 40 hours of sleepless travel and the discovery that her 
luggage had been lost by the airline. Fortunately, things improved.

“I lived about a mile from the main campus,” she recalls. “One Sunday night, I was walking 
back to my dorm with about four inches of snow on the ground. I’ve spent very little time in 
snow in my life, so I decided to go up to the church graveyard on top of the hill in Keele Village 
and wander about for a bit, with the bells striking midnight. It’s a bit of an odd story, but that 
night is something that will always stay with me. It was beautiful—the starlight shining on the 
snow by that church. That’s how I’ll always think of England.”

Reflecting on her journey, Brown says, “It changed the way I saw myself and my future, and 
I’m still in the process. I have been unbelievably blessed. While studying abroad, I was able 
to travel to Greece, Portugal, Wales, and Northern and Southern Ireland. I’ve made amazing 
friends, and seen beautiful things I may never see again. Make the most of God’s blessings 
as he grants you opportunities, but be true to yourself. That’s something I’ve always known, 
but have only now learned.” 

   THREE UTSA STUDENTS USE SCHOLARSHIP  
TO STUDY IN GERMANY, ENGLAND AND FRANCE “The inside [of the 

hotel] was like a time 

machine. The wood 
squeaked and the doors 

were large and heavy.  

I tried to imagine the  

stories these walls could 

have told. The building 

was dimmed and the halls 

were like a labyrinth of 

doors to other guests.”  

   —Moisés Ortiz

every sTep was an awakening
By Lisa Chontos

“It

“One Sunday night, I was  walking back to my dorm with about four inches of snow on the ground. I’ve spent very little time in snow in my life, so I decided to go up to the church graveyard on top of the hill in Keele Village and wander about for a bit, with the bells striking midnight. It’s a bit of an odd story, but that night is  something that will always  stay with me …”   —Evelyn Brown
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Aix-en-provence, France
Jeremy Faulk, who is majoring in psychology, spent last spring studying in Aix-en-Provence, 
the small village where artist Cézanne was born and raised, about 20 miles north of Marseille. 
Faulk started planning his trip two years earlier, steadily working on his French and researching 
which university he’d like to attend. A year into his planning, he saw the Bowen travel award 
advertised on a bulletin board and immediately applied. 

While in France, Faulk lived with a host family, who was also hosting two other American  
students and a student from Tokyo. Since French was their common language, they always 
spoke it when they were together and Faulk had the benefit of being fully immersed  
in the language. 

During his second week there, Faulk writes, “Walking aimlessly through the closely knit ave-
nues, I’m certain to find myself casually strolling into one of Aix’s many squares—at the center 
of which is usually an ancient Roman fountain or a bustling local market that is propped up and 
taken down three to four mornings a week with all haste and precision. Before lunch, if the mar-
ket is not already taken down, I’ll buy a fruit or something fresh to eat while I look for a familiar 
face to have lunch with me in a small café or restaurant. I’m still a bit out of my element, but I 
feel that I will find my place.”

Something that helped Faulk orient himself was painting. He had worked with chalk pastels 
and acrylics in high school, but in France he discovered oil painting. Besides two art classes, 
he also took a French class and a psychology class. When he wasn’t in class or exploring with 
friends, he spent time soaking up the culture around him with journal in hand.

 He writes, “I’m sipping un café Américain from the Chez Mus pub outside in the square. It is 
a flower market day and I am surrounded by all sorts of Provençal flowers, herbs, and wonder-
ful smells. … There is a man I’ve seen before, his shirt is off but he has on a gray vest. His hair is 
long, curly and graying. He is touting philosophy and poems to the square, masterpieces he is 
certain, and then going to each table asking for money. His great love lived in Ireland, he tells 
the women behind me, who he has just discovered are from Ireland. He flirts, in English, ‘Look at 
these lovelies that make a man’s heart beat so fast.’ It works. ‘Six euros!’ he says, astonished. ‘Ms. 
Racoom, my first English teacher, will be proud of me today!’ He waltzes away. … The square is 
quieter now. I can hear the Roman column fountain now, soft. The colors pop out everywhere. 
A new monsieur and madame sit next to me. The monsieur has on a very bright violet sweater. 

The flowers fit here; there is no other vegetation in the square but this place is always alive. 
Someone whistles. Philosopher is back, no shoes this time. A dog makes his way through the 
tables, tail wagging.”

For his 20th birthday, Faulk had planned to paint the sunset from the mountain that Cézanne 
always painted. He missed his bus to the mountain, and spending the week in Paris had left him 
with 3.70 euros. While waiting two hours for the next bus, he saw a homeless man playing a 
drum. Faulk also plays the drums, and he asked permission to sit by the man. They spent the 
next two hours taking turns on the drum and occasionally conversing in French. Wearing beat-
up art clothes and having only 3.70 euros in his pocket, Faulk could temporarily feel a little of 
what the man felt. When his bus came, Faulk left 3 euros in the man’s drum case and had just 
enough left for one-way bus fare. After climbing the mountain and painting the sunset, he met 
some students from Marseille. The next day, all enjoyed a huge festival held on the mountain. 

The festival involved an annual pilgrimage of people dressed in Provençal clothing, and Faulk 
joined in the traditional dances and free rappelling. Afterward, his new friends from Marseille 
offered to drive him home. 

Explaining how his time in Aix has changed him, Faulk captures the heart of the Bowen 
award. “I’m much more light-hearted now. When you start college, you want to get out and 
make a living. I’m not as worried about that as I am about finding something I like doing. I think 
going to France somehow pointed that out to me. And by starting to plan my trip to France 
so early, I realized that I can start planning things now that I want to do later. If I want to do  
grad school in Europe, there’s no excuse for me to not do it. I could not buy a car right now so  
I could be free to do that later. I have to start making those choices now. That first step can  
always be taken now, and it doesn’t always mean buying a plane ticket. You can just start  
thinking differently.”  O

J. david Bowen
J. David Bowen’s generosity is ben-
efiting students at The University of 
Texas at San Antonio. 

When he died Jan. 23, 1998, he 
left the bulk of his estate to create an 
endowment to fund European study 
and travel opportunities for under-
graduates in the College of Liberal 
and Fine Arts. According to his 
will, his desire was “to expose the 
students to cultures where history 
is ever present and commercialism 
does not have the last word.”

The grandson of Jewish immi-
grants from Germany, Bowen was 
born in New York City in 1930 and 
grew up in New York and Chicago. 
After graduating from Harvard in 
1951, he earned a master’s degree 
in Latin American history at the 
City College of New York while 
also making a name for himself as 
an off-Broadway actor and Latin 
American travel writer. 

Bowen arrived in San Antonio in 
1966 as part of the planning staff for 
HemisFair ’68, and never left the city 
he had grown to love. In the ensuing 
years, he came to be known locally 
as the “dean of San Antonio actors” 
as well as the consummate “book-
man” through his rare book shop 
and Corona Publishing Company, 
which he started in 1977 to feature 
the works of Texas writers.

 “Walking aimlessly through the 

closely knit avenues, I’m certain to 

find myself casually strolling into 

one of Aix’s many squares—at the 

center of which is usually an ancient 

Roman fountain or a bustling local 

market that is propped up and taken 

down three to four mornings a week 

with all haste and precision. Before 

lunch, if the market is not already 

taken down, I’ll buy a fruit or  

something fresh to eat …” 

                  —Jeremy Faulk
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as UTSA continues its path to becoming a premier pub-
lic research institution, quality research assistants play a 
crucial role. Their support can help attract and retain the 

best professors, and the relationship is mutually beneficial. 
Assistants are paid through a combination of program funds, 

grants and gifts from private sources. Each assistant receives a set 
of responsibilities from the professor. Some shoulder the load of 
ordering books and photocopying while others are more directly 
involved in the professor’s research.

An excellent example of how top faculty members benefit from 
the work of good research assistants is the relationship between 
John Carr-Shanahan and Dr. Rhonda Gonzales, an assistant profes-
sor of African history. 

Carr-Shanahan is helping Gonzales study the social history of 
the Ruvu people in the region of Africa now known as Central East 
Tanzania. Applying linguistic techniques, Gonzales collects cog-
nate words and studies how closely they’re related to other African 
languages to help determine the population migration. 

Carr-Shanahan graduated summa cum laude with a bachelor of 

researCh assisTanTs  
help UTsa BeCoMe a preMier  

researCh insTiTUTion
by LisA ChOntOs

arts in history and has a strong background in linguistics and com-
puter programs. After completing his graduate degree, he plans to 
become a professor. He credits Gonzales with showing him how to 
get the most out of library resources and how to organize massive 
amounts of data, among other things. 

“It’s like being paid to learn,” Carr-Shanahan says. “It’s an irre-
placeable part of my training as a historian. In the classroom, you’re 
exposed to teaching; as an RA, it’s the real nuts and bolts—you see 
how books are written.”

Research assistant Greg Bradley competed nationally and won 
the chance to attend the summer seminar at the Gilder Lehrman 
Institute of American History. Bradley is now taking part in an inde-
pendent study with Dr. Patrick Kelly investigating the economic, 
diplomatic and military relationship between the Confederacy 
and Mexico during the Civil War. 

Bradley says, “I love digging through primary source materi-
als in various archives, as they are the foundation for crafting the  
historical narrative and telling a good story.”

Being able to enjoy the work is important because good 

research assistants must be disciplined and self-motivated. 
“You can’t be afraid to work,” says Carr-Shanahan. “The professor 
doesn’t say, ‘Spend this many hours.’ They say, ‘Accomplish this 
mission,’ and ‘The only judge of quality is you.’ It’s a lot of work, but 
I love it.”

In return for their work, each student receives a stipend, but the 
nontangible benefits are even more rewarding. “Dr. Gonzales has 
been a very wise counsel, and she has continually coached me in 
my academic career,” Carr-Shanahan shares. “Talking to her really 
lifts my spirits. She’s been a wonderful mentor, and she talked to 
me about setting good goals. It’s irreplaceable—I can’t exaggerate 
that. It’s a long-term relationship.” 

In addition to having an opportunity to learn and be mentored 
by a professor, a research assistant can also contribute their own 
expertise. Using geographic information systems, Carr-Shanahan 
has developed a series of six maps to plot Gonzales’ linguistic data 
and show the population migration. 

“It takes a lot of investigative nitpicking to understand how old a 
word is,” Gonzales says. “The maps are innovative, and they illustrate 
how a protolanguage diverged into 10 languages over 2,000 years. 
I always consider [Carr-Shanahan’s] ideas. When he comes up with 
great ideas, I appreciate it. It’s a two-way relationship. It’s not just 
me teaching him things—he’s taught me a lot about maps.”

Another graduate research assistant involved in using technolo-
gy is Elaine Wong, who has worked with English department facul-
ty Dr. Mark Allen, Dr. Bridget Drinka and Dr. Deborah Lopez. Wong 
is an accomplished student whose paper “Promoting English as 
an International Language in the Composition Class” earned first 
place in its division in the COLFA Research Conference. 

Wong says, “The overall experience of working with different 
supervisors gave me an eye-opening exposure to various fields 
of research in English language and literature. I was fascinated 
by how much technology could facilitate literary research. For 
instance, many early English texts, which could be found only 
in a few libraries in the past, have now been digitized and stored  
in easily accessible databases.” Wong contributed to an even  
more advanced project, entering data into an interactive online 
bibliography, which would foster collaboration among scholars  
in the field.

Soomin Jung, in the Department of Art and Art History, has 
also benefited from working with multiple professors. Jung’s 
artwork deals with how modern society can so easily blend per-
sonal identity into that of a group. Her work has won recognition 
in five national art competitions in the U.S. and Korea, as well as 
the Bradley International Competition. Primarily a printmaker, 
Jung has learned a lot from working with faculty printmakers 
Professor Kent Rush and Professor Dennis Olsen. “They are really 
great artists and also great educators,” Jung says. “They are help-
ing me not only develop my artwork but also build a strong foun-
dation for my postgraduation life. I am honored to be working 
with both of them.”

Jung also worked as a research assistant at the Visual Resources 
Center for two years. Being immersed in art images, articles and 
videos helped Jung grow as an artist, and on the practical side, she 
learned how to operate all the equipment in the center. “Because I 
knew how to operate the equipment, I was needed a lot by faculty 
members and fellow students,” she says. “And you know, it feels 
good to be needed by lots of people and be able to help them.” 

Besides conducting research and working in resource centers, 
research assistants can also work off campus. Such is the case for 
Ana Delperdang, the graduate student who assists Dr. William 
McCrary, director of UTSA’s Lyric Theatre. 

Thanks to the generous funding of college benefactors Charles 
and Charlotte Walker, Delperdang acts as the liaison between 
McCrary and local elementary schools in UTSA’s Opera To Go 
Program. The program, supported by the Opera Guild of San 
Antonio, teaches opera to young students, and Delperdang truly 
enjoys going out to the schools and helping the students prepare 
for their performance. 

“The most rewarding part is seeing their little faces light up 
when they get to do something they’ve never done before,” she 
says. “The Walkers have been very generous, and I’m really grateful 
for this opportunity. It allows us to bring a wider perspective to 
kids, to show them something beyond sports and other activities.” 
Delperdang is earning a master’s degree in music and voice per-
formance, after which she will pursue her doctorate; she hopes to 
teach at the university level.

Complementary work styles are also keys in making a good 
professor and research assistant team. As in any partnership, each 
member has to understand how the other one works best, and 
they have to be able to communicate well with each other. McCrary 
plans to keep working with Delperdang until she graduates, and he 
says, “As an assistant, [Delperdang] is one of those great finds. Her 
help allows me to focus on other areas, and she’s invaluable.”

Gonzales also feels grateful for how well she and Carr-Shanahan 
work together. “I was lucky to meet him in undergrad. We’ve known 
each other for about four years now, and we’ve worked together 
for over a year. I can’t say enough wonderful things about him.

“This is more characteristic of a research institution,” she con-
tinues. “It’s a really good example of how we need to move toward 
that. It’s important to find someone that you work well with. [Carr-
Shanahan’s] has been a real gift to me, because he’s very indepen-
dent. I can give him a tidbit, and he can add to it. I’m hoping we’ll 
have just as many good students in the years to come.”  O

“the professor doesn’t say,  
‘spend this many hours.’  

they say, ‘Accomplish this mission,’  
and ‘the only judge of quality is you.’  

it’s a lot of work, but i love it.”
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the  
Fragile 
Power  
oF  
memory
By r. reed hunt 
department of psychology

memory is probably not the first thing to come to mind 
when psychology is mentioned, so it may surprise 
you to learn that psychologists have been involved in 

the scientific study of memory for well over 100 years. 
Science itself has been described by the eminent biologist 

Stephen J. Gould as a process of turning a beautiful butterfly 
into a drab cocoon. Gould’s analogy was meant to capture the 
explanatory function of science, which often involves reduc-
ing an interesting phenomenon to more basic principles that 
bear little resemblance to the original phenomenon. Although 
my professional interests revolve around the scientific study of 
memory, I will not take you through the rather tedious process of 
reverse metamorphosis implied by Gould’s analogy. Rather the 
focus will remain on the butterfly, which coincidentally turns out 
to be a magnificent metaphor for human memory. 

Illustration: Anna+Elena=Balbusso Illustrations
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Butterflies are fragile creatures that nonetheless possess the 
power to accomplish prodigious migration. As with the butterfly, 
the fragility of memory is obvious. Forgetting is a constant nui-
sance, and just in case we lose sight of that fact, the media and 
other comedians happily remind us of the frailties of memory, 
especially those associated with age. But also like the butterfly, 
the fragility of memory coexists with enormous power, a fact that 
seems to surprise some.

I meet very few people who boast of their memory prow-
ess. Indeed, most folks seem to consider their memories to be  
mediocre at best, complaining that remembering names, birth-
days, grocery lists and the like is something they wish they 
could improve. It is as if memory were an elusive and difficult  
skill acquired only by the diligent or lucky among us. This is a 
peculiar attitude from the standpoint of the science of memory 
because memory is a crucial biological process inherent to all liv-
ing organisms. 

Memory accomplishes the remarkable feat of conveying the 
past into the present. The importance of this function cannot be 
overstated because everything we think and do is influenced by 
our past. Consequently, it would be a wicked trick of nature if such 
a fundamentally important process were as fickle as is commonly 
assumed. Rather it seems to be the case that memory is a bit like a 
dishwasher. You rarely think about it unless it fails to work. 

the Power of MeMory
As an initial indication of how powerful your memory is, con-
sider that everything you know is known through your memory. 
The amount of information an adult has acquired in a relatively 
short span of time is truly phenomenal, and we usually are able to 
access this information easily and in a timely fashion. That ability 
is your memory. 

As sophisticated as they are today, no computer beats the 
capacity of your memory. Among other things, the contents of 
your memory define who you are. When you are asked to tell 
someone about yourself, what do you talk about? Almost always 
it is about your past. Losing your memory is losing yourself.

Some really good news is, that is not likely to happen. Most of 
us will live out our lives with memory largely intact. It is true that 
normal aging brings modest decreases in memory functioning, 
just as it does to other psychological processes such as seeing 
and hearing, but nothing that seriously disrupts one’s life. 

According to data from the National Institutes of Health, the 
most common form of dementia, Alzheimer’s disease, occurs in 
only 5 percent of the American population between the ages of 

60 and 74. The percentage increases with further aging, but so 
do a myriad of other health problems. The fact is that debilitating 
memory loss is not a high probability event before death, which 
makes a lot of sense given the importance of memory to every-
thing else we do.

Another powerful aspect of memory is the ease with which 
memory is acquired. This assertion may seem outlandish in the 
face of how difficult memorization can be, but stop for just a 
moment and think about what you did yesterday. Most of us can 
recreate virtually everything that happened. Now how many times  
yesterday did you say to yourself, “I must remember this”? 
Probably not often, if at all. This example illustrates an important 
discovery from the science of memory: namely, remembering 
does not require that you try to remember. Rarely do we try to 
remember the things that are occurring around us. Rather what 
we do is try to understand and make sense of those things. As it 
turns out, memory for things you pay attention to and compre-
hend comes for free. 

If remembering is so easy, why is memorizing so hard? The 
answer to this question is that, when memorizing by rote, we tend 
to use techniques that are not good for long-term retention. 

People often will try to remember something by simply 
repeating it over and over. This works fine as long as you use the 
information immediately, as in retaining a telephone number 
long enough to enter it, but research on memory has shown that 
simple repetition of information is a very poor technique for long-
term memory. Rote memorizing is very difficult and frustrating 
for most everyone. 

Memory, as a biological process, did not evolve for rote memo-
rizing any more than human arms evolved for flying, and to suc-
cessfully force the process to accomplish an unnatural function 
is not easy. In its natural role as a recorder of meaningful percep-
tion of the events of our lives, memory is powerful and essentially 
effortless.

A final characteristic of the power of memory is its compel-
ling quality. We rarely question the truth of our memory because 
remembering feels as if we are reliving the past. This feeling 
compels us to believe in the memory with total confidence in 
its accuracy. We will make important decisions based on it, trust 
the memory to guide our actions, even swear by it if necessary, 
because it feels so right. 

It is much the same as with other feelings that we experience 
such as hunger or fatigue. We trust these feelings to guide appro-
priate action. If I feel hungry, I eat. The feeling of remembering 
indicates that whatever I am thinking about really did happen. 
Remembering is a powerfully convincing experience.

like the butterfly,  
the fragility  
of memory 
coexists with  
enormous power.

norMal MeMory failure
Then the dishwasher quits working. Whereas the power of mem-
ory goes largely unnoticed, the fragility does not. 

Forgetting happens all too frequently, and it is small consola-
tion to know that it is a normal aspect of memory operation. Most 
normal forgetting is caused by competition among memories, and 
an important implication of this fact is that the forgotten informa-
tion is not lost, otherwise it could not compete. 

There is no good evidence that normal forgetting is caused by 
total loss of the information. Just think about the times that you 
have forgotten something only to remember it later. You couldn’t 
do this if what you forgot was gone from memory.

Sometimes we blame memory when it is not its fault. Perhaps 
as much as 90 percent of what we claim to have forgotten was 
never in memory. The common case of failing to remember the 
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names of a few people to whom you have just been introduced 
is an example of attention failure that we attribute to memory  
failure. Often we are not really attending to the names but are 
thinking about something else, such as what we are going to say 
after the introductions. You can’t forget something that was never 
in memory.

At least with forgetting, you know it is happening. There is 
another common form of memory failure that is less familiar to 
you, not because you don’t fall prey to it, but because you have no 
feeling of failure. 

To the contrary, your feeling is that you are remembering 
something, a feeling you trust. Sometimes, however, what you 
are remembering is wrong. False memory is more insidious than 
forgetting because you do not know that your memory is failing 
when you falsely remember something. The only way you can 
know of this memory failure is if someone convinces you that the 
memory is wrong.

False memory sounds like an exotic problem that might occur 
infrequently to a few people. In fact, psychological research has 
shown that false memory is a common by-product of normal 
mental functioning. It even applies to memories that we are very 
confident of, such as memories of dramatic and important events, 
sometimes called flashbulb memories because they seem so 
detailed and vivid. We now know that even these memories can 
be loaded with false information. 

I experience a false memory of the circumstances surrounding 
the explosion of the space shuttle Challenger. I have a memory 
of seeing the live television coverage of liftoff and then disaster. I 
have detailed memory of the room where I saw this happen. But 
the memory is totally wrong. I heard about the event on the car 
radio. Someone who knew the facts convinced me of this when 
I first described this memory. Even though I now know that I 
heard the Challenger news on the radio, I still remember seeing it  
happen on TV. Memory remains powerfully persuasive even when 
it is wrong. 

Dr. r. reed hunt joined the psy-

chology department at utsa in 

January 2006, where he directs 

the adult cognition and Memory 

laboratory and teaches courses on 

memory and cognitive psychology. 

he earned his B.a. from 

william and Mary, his M.a. from 

wake forest, and his Ph.D. from the university of new 

Mexico. Dr. hunt taught at Dartmouth college, furman 

university and the university of north carolina at 

greensboro. 

in his leisure time, he tends to the 23 rose  

bushes left by the previous owner of his house 

—13th on his list of favorite things to do.

This fact puts false memory at the center of an important issue 
of public policy. Since DNA analysis became available and admis-
sible in court in the late 1980s, more than 200 people have been 
exonerated of crimes for which they were convicted and sen-
tenced. The original conviction was based on eyewitness identifi-
cation in 70 percent of these cases. 

In Texas, 28 reversals have occurred, and 20 of those convic-
tions were based on eyewitness testimony, numbers right on the 
national average. Nationally, these innocent people had served a 
total of 2,500 years in prison, and this is likely the tip of the ice-
berg because most crimes do not include evidence appropriate 
for DNA analysis. (All of this data is available from the Innocence 
Project, www.innocenceproject.org.) 

You can be sure that the mistaken eyewitness testimony was 
given with as much confidence as I had in my memory of the 
Challenger incident; a prosecuting attorney is not going to offer 
an eyewitness who is less than completely confident in their mem-
ory. The causes of this troublesome problem are many and varied, 
and there is no cure beyond educating ourselves about the reality 
of false memory in perfectly normal people.

catastroPhic MeMory failure
Forgetting and false memory are usually no more than nuisances. 
Amnesia is a disaster.

Amnesic syndrome accompanies a variety of diseases, includ-
ing Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s diseases, and always is a product 
of severe head injury. An important fact about amnesia is that only 
rarely is the memory loss complete. In some cases, memory is lost 
only for information acquired prior to the cause of the amnesia, 
leaving intact the ability to form new memories. Actually, this form 
of amnesia is probably more common on television than in nature, 
although it does happen. The more common form of amnesia is 
the loss of the ability to form new memories. This is generally the 
form of memory loss in early and middle stages of Alzheimer’s. 

Try to imagine your life if you could not form new memories. 

Trivial questions such as “Do I own that?” or “Have I been there?” 
or “Did I eat?” become impossible to answer. Amnesia is totally 
disabling, and the amnesiac requires constant supervision. Even 
if only small percentages of the elderly suffer such debilitation, 
the world’s population is aging rapidly such that large numbers of 
people are going to need assistance, and this will come at consid-
erable financial cost to society or emotional costs to families. 

The rare cases of complete memory loss teach us just how cen-
tral memory is to our lives and personal identity. We associate 
amnesia with an inability to remember the past, but we now know 
that total amnesia also robs one of the future. 

Interviews with people suffering total amnesia have revealed 
that these people have no plans or goals. When asked what they 
intend to do after the interview, they have no answer. They say 
their mind is blank when they think about the future. As unimagi-
nable as this state of consciousness is to you and me, we can 
understand why this happens when we realize that our plans are 
based in large part on the contents of our memory. Memory allows 
us to not only revisit the past but also to create a future. 

No cure for amnesia exists, but an exciting discovery may offer 
some hope for at least limited rehabilitation. 

As it turns out, most forms of amnesia do not stop memory 
from being stored. We know this because recent research has 
shown that the amnesiac’s behavior is affected by experiences in 
much the same way as are yours and mine. The difference, and it is 
a huge difference, is that the amnesiac can not consciously access 
the memory. 

Here is a simple example: What does a densely amnesic per-
son do the second time they hear a joke? If they have no memory, 
the joke should be just as funny on the second hearing, making 
them the perfect audience for the comedian with a limited reper-
toire. But that’s not what happens. The amnesiac, who may have 
laughed when first hearing the joke, does not do so the second 
time any more than you or I would. But when asked why, amne-
siacs do not say that they had heard the joke, but rather attribute 
their response to something like the joke is stupid and not funny. 

The point here is that the past experience of hearing the  
joke has the same effect on the amnesiac’s behavior as on that 
of the nonamnesiac; the joke is no longer funny, even though 
the past experience cannot be consciously remembered.  
This fact is being used to devise subtle training procedures to 
teach the amnesiac new skills, procedures that avoid requiring 
explicit memory for the training experience.

anD in the enD…
We all will lose our memory, but for most of us that loss will accom-
pany death. In the meantime, we will experience frustrating and 
occasionally embarrassing moments when memory fails, but 
on the whole you can expect memory to provide you with the 
extraordinary ability to use your past to deal with the present and 
plan the future. 

Most of the time you will not even be aware that you enjoy such 
ability because much of memory’s operation happens below the 
level of consciousness. Equally remarkable, however, is that we can 
bring elements of our past lives into our current conscious aware-
ness. You can revisit pleasant past events and old friends who are 
not around. Your memory can provide an endless source of enter-
tainment, relaxation and emotional experience, all for free. Among 
the more poignant quotes from literature about memory is one 
attributable to J.M. Barrie, Scottish author and creator of Peter Pan: 
“God gave us memory that we might have roses in December.” Of 
course here in San Antonio, we can see real roses in December and 
use our memory so that we might have snow.  O

© 2007 R. Reed Hunt

false memory is more insidious than forgetting 
because you do not know that your memory  

is failing when you falsely remember something.
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ehardt’s discovery of Lophocebus kipunji, the highland 
mangabey, was almost an accident. Her move from 
Georgia to Texas, on the other hand, was very deliberate. 

When UTSA’s College of Liberal and Fine Arts added an anthropol-
ogy doctoral program in 2006, Ehardt wanted to be a part of it.

“The historical subdisciplines of anthropology are biologi-
cal, archaeological, cultural and linguistic anthropology,” says 
Ehardt, who earned both her master’s and Ph.D. at UT Austin. 
“Anyone who works in any of those areas has to take environ-
ment and ecology into account to do what they do. Humans 
and the environment are inseparable. We always have been.

“We, as primates, are having to live in association with non-
human primates, sharing resources, and we really need to  

find ways to make that communal ecol-
ogy a much more workable thing.

“My specialization is within the sub-
discipline of biological anthropology. 
And within that, I specialize in prima-
tology. It’s what I call conservation 
ecology of threatened primates. It’s a 
way of melding the traditional subdis-
ciplines of anthropology.”

the origin  
 of (a new)  
 sPecies 

By ranDy lankforD

when primatologist carolyn ehardt  
went into the udzungwa Mountains  

of tanzania to catalog sanje mangabeys, 
she never dreamed she’d come out  

with an entirely new species of african 
monkey. nor did she imagine that  

during her research she’d move her base 
of operations from the university  

of georgia to utsa.
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anthropology, which crosscuts all those 
other subdisciplines and really brings us 
together as anthropologists in a way other 
departments aren’t. It gives the students 
an identity, and this is very valuable to up-
and-coming anthropologists these days. 
They’re very interested in applying what 
they do to real-world problems.

“My students are all interested in under-
standing nonhuman primates so we can 
better conserve them. Probably 60 percent 
of them are threatened by habitat loss, 
alterations, hunting, those kinds of things.”

Ehardt’s discovery of the new mang-
abey happened in 2004, after she began 
to study the conservation status of  

primates and other large mammals and 
birds in the Udzungwa Mountains. That 
seven-year study prompted another 
in which Ehardt and her research team 
sought to determine the habitat require-
ments of the Sanje mangabey, one of the 
most endangered primates on the planet, 
numbering around 1,300.

Before they could even start their 
research, Ehardt and her team had to 
spend another year habituating the ani-
mals to their presence. With funding from 
the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS), 
the Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund 
and Primate Conservation Inc., the year-
long, close-range research project began 
in January 2004. Ehardt was teaching that 
spring at the University of Georgia and 
sent her research team ahead, planning to 
join them in Tanzania during the summer.

“I was planning on going to Africa in 
May,” Ehardt says, “but in March I found 
out I had cancer. I had to have two surger-
ies and radiation treatments. Now it was 
going to be October before I could get 
there.”

Environmental and ecological anthro-
pology are the basis of the doctoral pro-
gram at the University of Georgia. It is  
a principle that appeals to Ehardt and 
is also the foundation of the new Ph.D.  
program at UTSA.

“What we did at Georgia was bring the 
environmental and ecological aspects of 
what all of us did, no matter what kind of 
anthropologists we were, to the fore,” she 
explains. “It was tremendously successful. 
We were able to recruit outstanding doc-
toral students. The last year I was there, 
the doctoral students alone brought in 
over $300,000 in funding from various 
sources to support their research.

“When UTSA decided to do the same 
thing, to focus on ecological anthropol-
ogy, I found myself very interested in 
being a part of that. It was very appealing 
to think I might play some role in making 
that happen and making it work as well as 
it did at Georgia.”

One of those outstanding doctoral  
students Ehardt recruited is Emily Lloyd. 
Lloyd, along with four other graduate 
students studying with Ehardt, has trans-
ferred from Georgia to UTSA to continue 
her work.

“I chose specifically to work with Dr. 
Ehardt as I am most interested in primate 
conservation, which is her particular area 
of expertise,” explains Lloyd. “I was keen to 
work with African primates, so her project 
in Tanzania was really appealing.”

Lloyd adds that Ehardt helped her 
make numerous contacts in Tanzania and 
become familiar with field research condi-
tions. “I now have a better idea of how it 
all ‘works’ in Tanzania. It’s important for me 
to know what field conditions are like and 
who I’ll be working with since this is where 
I will be working in the future.”

“When I accepted the position here,” 
Ehardt says, “it was to assist with produc-
ing what is really only the second depart-
ment in the United States to focus its 
doctoral program this way on ecological 

As if she weren’t frustrated enough, 
Ehardt received an e-mail from Trevor 
Jones, one of her research assistants, 
reporting that he had seen something 
unusual in the forest. “All I can tell you is 
that it’s not a Sanje mangabey,” he wrote.

“He managed to get a fuzzy photo of 
it,” Ehardt adds. “When I saw it, it made 
the hair stand up on the back of my neck. 
I’d never seen a monkey like that. I wrote 
back to him and said I was on my way.”

Against her doctors’ wishes, and accom-
panied by Tom Butynski, another prima-
tologist who had worked with her on the 
Udzungwa surveys, Ehardt headed for 
Tanzania. After 10 days of searching, they 
spotted the new animal in the treetops on 
the other side of a valley.

“It was really early in the morning. There 
were several of them on a branch that 
didn’t have too many leaves, so we were 
able to get a really good look at them.”

Ehardt describes the scene as almost 
comical as she and Butynski lowered their  
binoculars and simply stared at each  
other. “We were able to get enough of 

a look at them to be able to identify the 
major features. We knew it wasn’t any-
thing primatologists knew about.”

The Udzungwa Mountains, once heavily 
forested, have been fragmented over gen-
erations, leaving pockets of dense forests 
known as “relic forests.”  These relics con-
tain a number of species found nowhere 
else in the world. Ehardt had every reason 
to believe her team had found the only 
colony of the animals on the planet. She 
and her assistants began working on an 
article for the journal Science to announce 
their findings.

A chance meeting over dinner changed 
her plans. “I had to go into Dar Es Salaam 
[Tanzania’s capital] for several things,” 

Ehardt explains. “Graeme Patterson is the 
assistant director for the Africa program 
at the Wildlife Conservation Society. They 
had funded my Sanje mangabey research, 
and he and I knew each other. He invited 
me to join him for dinner while I was in 
town. I was really torn about whether I 
should tell him about the new monkey. 
Science is very strict about not revealing 
anything about what it’s going to publish. 
If they find out you’ve told anyone else 
about your work, they’ll yank your article. 
I was really excited and wanted to tell him, 
but I wasn’t sure I should.”

Ehardt ’s  exc i tement  grew when 
Patterson asked if Tim Davenport, direc-
tor of WCS’s Southern Rift and Southern 

Highland Conservation Program, could join 
them for dinner. She swore both men to 
secrecy and began describing her new find.

“When I told them we’d found a new 
species of mangabey, Tim asked what it 
looked like. I told him one of the distinctive 
features is that the last third of the tail is 
solid white with a tuft on the end.

“He just put his face in his hands and 
shook his head,” Ehardt says, sympatheti-
cally. “I asked him what was wrong. ‘It’s not 
just in the Udzungwas,’ he said. ‘It’s in the 
southern highlands, too. We’ve been fol-
lowing them trying to get enough infor-
mation about them to write an article for 
Science about a new species.’

“He showed me pictures of what he’d 
seen, and sure enough, it was the same 
thing.”

Ehardt pulled her article from Science 
and, after further research, co-authored 
a  more comprehensive paper  with 
Davenport and his team.

“It was a win-win-situation for every-
one,” she says, “especially the mangabeys. 
Adding another endangered primate to 
the list shows how vital it is to conserve 
Tanzania’s southern highlands, [where 
Davenport and his team saw the new 
mangabey] in addition to the Udzungwa 
Mountains. In fact, it’s more important, 
given the extreme alteration and destruc-
tion of the southern highlands forests.”

Ehardt is on her way back to Africa with 
her research team to genetically categorize 
the new species, which has a world popula-
tion of approximately 600, and determine 
its relationship to other mangabeys. She is 
eager to learn as much about the new spe-
cies as she can before it disappears.

“We need to do much more if we’re 
going to be comfortable that we’re not 
going to destroy them,” she says. “What 
really drives me is to contribute to ensur-
ing that biodiversity does exist in the 
future, despite the tremendous challenges 
facing us.”  O

“when i saw it, it made the hair stand 
up on the back of my neck. i’d never 
seen a monkey like that.”

Illustration: Zina Deretsky, National Science Foundation
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Q. Since you were born in Peru, I am curious to know what expe-
riences as an immigrant have affected your outlook in life and/or 
your vision of the world.
a. The first and foremost factor is the cultural shock, that is, the 
painful discovery that your vision and ideas are not shared by many, 
and that other ideas and attitudes that are completely unfamiliar to 
you prevail in your new setting.  It takes time and effort to realize 
the differences, and there are cases where you remain stubbornly 
attached to your ways of thinking. At the same time, when you 
travel back to your country, you suddenly realize you are not the  
same person. You discover in how many ways you have changed, 
because people you knew will immediately point out, “What hap-
pened? Now you are different.” 

Thanks to all these experiences, my vision of America has broad-
ened. Over the years, I have developed a deeper understanding  
of why things happen the way they happen in America and why 

people think and behave the way they do. However, I would also say 
that the distance has helped me develop a better understanding 
of Latin America and Peru. Consequently, I am now less passionate 
and more balanced. Immigrants have some advantages: since they  
“do not belong,” they pay more attention to differences and can 
more easily make meaningful comparisons.

Q. Coming from such a different background, do you think you 
present an unusual perspective from your American-born col-
leagues on the topics you study?
a. Yes, there is something quite different in the way I look and study 
Latin American and Peruvian politics. I am always struggling to put 
things in historical perspective, and I pay much more attention to 
detail than my American colleagues. They are less concerned with 
the context and the past and can more easily concentrate only in 
certain factors. I also try to make arguments based on what is best 

FranCisCo 
DUranD

 bY maria-euGenia cossio-ameduri

Understanding the depths of  
Latin American politics and culture  

with UTSA professor

Born in Lima, Peru, Dr. Francisco Durand grew up in the southern city of Arequipa, at 
the foot of the Misti volcano, where he witnessed the dismal living conditions of the 
Indians and the prevailing inequality. 

His father was a newspaper publisher and Durand accompanied him to political  
meetings and rallies, so it was no surprise that he later decided to become a sociologist  
and specialize in government–business relations. 

At UTSA, he teaches Business/Government Relations in the Third World and Latin 
American Politics. Besides several books, he has written many articles published in 
English, Spanish and French. His 2003 book, Riqueza Económica y Pobreza Política, 
caused a stir in Peru when published because the business leaders he studied were not 
pleased with the unveiling of their methods of operation.
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FrAncisco durAnd 
Professor of Political Science 
fdurand@utsa.edu

educAtion 
Ph.D., Latin American Studies, University of 
California at Berkeley; M.A., Sociology, Pontificia 
Universidad Católica del Perú

Quotes 
My students might say I am tough; so be it.

On my leisure time, I enjoy reading and collecting  
old maps and prints.

My favorite place in the world is the Louvre.

When I retire, you can find me commuting 
between San Antonio and Peru.

consideration that the business elites exercise undue power, then 
we need to understand them and how they operate. The ques-
tion is to demonstrate when, how, and through whom businesses 
exercise political influence and to lay bare the structure of power. 
Things will change and solutions can be found only if we under-
stand the problem.

Q. Why did you choose to teach at UTSA?
A. In 1991, I had the choice to go back to Peru where my country 
of origin was experiencing its worst economic and social crisis in 
a century, or to try to teach and research somewhere else. I chose 
the second and decided that San Antonio and UTSA, a developing  
institution with good perspectives, was the best place for my family 
and me. I sensed UTSA was growing and that, because of its loca-
tion and history, a Latin-Americanist was needed and would be 
quite welcomed. 

Q. Do you feel San Antonio and UTSA are friendlier and more open 
to Latin Americans than other places and institutions?
a. Yes, indeed. Years ago, UTSA realized that they needed to focus 
more on Mexico and Latin America and set out to recruit more spe-
cialists in various disciplines, such as political science, anthropology 
and bilingual studies as well as international business, which, by the 
way, is also very successful. UTSA has learned to look south and has 
opened a Mexico Center, which is very important, and I hope that in 
the future the university will form an international studies center.

Q. You know that NAFTA has been very controversial in Mexico. 
What do you think about the free trade agreements between  
the Unites States and Latin American countries? Are they good for 
the latter?
a. There are winners and losers. The problem is that, for instance, 
the one with Mexico, the famous NAFTA, puts the corporations at 
the same level as the government with the only object being to 
provide security for businesses. The problem is that that kind of 
agreement limits sovereignty and curtails the role of government 
to regulate and tax them. Also, governments need to take into 
account everybody’s well-being, not only business interests, and 
treat everybody as equals. NAFTA weakens that role and ties the 
government’s hands. 

The great failure of NAFTA is evinced by the wave of immigrants 
coming to the U.S., which concerns Americans so much now. The 
American government should have anticipated the repercussions 
for the USA of a treaty that doesn’t address social, labor and envi-

ronmental concerns and NAFTA has come back to bite them. … 
I think the NAFTA model is now over and we are moving from 

free trade to fair trade agreements. To give you some examples, 
Costa Ricans are asking for a referendum to ratify a trade agree-
ment with the USA before signing it, and the new U.S. Congress 
has shown concerns about social, labor and environmental issues 
before approving the Peruvian and Colombian trade agreements. 
More people now realize that globalization means that what hap-
pens in one country has enormous consequences for the others, 
and more in the case of Mexico, since, as the saying goes, “when 
Mexico catches a cold, the USA gets pneumonia” or vice versa. We 
are all interconnected, especially neighbors, so the social and eco-
nomic well-being of Mexico, its political stability, is of the utmost 
important for the USA. NAFTA has not helped transform Mexico, 
thus we need new policies.  O

for Peru, arguments that my colleagues do not feel so intensely, 
although, of course, there are always exceptions. I have a sense of 
obligation and commitment toward the object of study that is deep-
er and more troubling than the ones my American colleagues have. 

Q. I was surprised to learn that you participated in President Alberto 
Fujimori’s government, taking part in the reform of Peru’s tax  
system. Since you have been not only an academic but also a public 
servant, what can you tell me is the biggest difference between one 
sector and the other?
a. In the early 1990s, a small window of opportunity for state reform 
opened during the first Fujimori government. At the beginning, I 
used to think and act as a scholar, but as time passed and I became 
more deeply involved in the decision-making process, I learned that I 
needed to rely more on intuition than knowledge. You really need to 
sharpen your instincts because the whole environment is so uncer-
tain. One also must develop an ability to make quicker decisions. In 
the public sector, problems cannot wait. In the university, you have 
all the time in the world to ponder about processes and ideas, and 
you can delay decisions as much as you want. 

My participation in the tax reform was an exhilarating experience 
because I saw an institution change.  It also taught me how excep-
tional the circumstances were. During the second Fujimori admin-
istration [1995-2000], politics took an ugly, authoritarian turn, and 
even the tax administration, an institution that was fully changed 
and modernized, suffered the consequences and became more cor-
rupt and arbitrary. I was again fortunate to be able to go back in 
2000 and 2001 under the provisional Paniagua government once 
Fujimori fell, and try, once more, to fix the tax system, to clean it 
up. This time the task was easier than in the early 1990s because 
we knew both the organization and the people from the inside out. 
That gave us the possibility to isolate the bad apples and get sup-
port from the good elements of the organization, which is essential 
for successful reforms.

Q. Would you consider serving in the government again if the cur-
rent president of Peru, Alan García Pérez, would ask you, although 
you have expressed in several articles that his first term as president 
[1985-1990] was a disappointment?
a. A few months ago, I was in Lima talking to a high government 
official, and he mentioned the possibility of working with the office 
of the prime minister. It surprised me since I have been very critical of 
his first administration, yet I did not consider the offer. Politics is very 
disappointing and, at least in Latin America, you never know how 

long you are going to last. Certainty is becoming more important in 
my life, although the lure of politics is always very strong even if you 
have so many objections.

Q. I am curious to know if your humanities education helped you 
when you were working in the public sector, dealing with taxes.
a. Certainly. When discussing the behavior of taxpayers, or poli-
tics (a process that many bureaucrats found puzzling), members of 
the board of directors or the superintendent will usually stop in the 
middle of a discussion and say, “what is your perspective on this as 
a sociologist?”  My opinions were sought after because I provided a 
perspective of the whole that they did not have. They realized also 
that I could place actors and institutions in that horizon, which gave 
a more balanced and complete picture of the circumstances where 
decisions had to be made even if the consequences were unknown.

Q. Tell me about your current research project and why you are 
interested in that topic.
a. My current research focuses on the “capture of the state” by pri-
vate interests. It is an old topic that has suddenly been considered 
important by the World Bank and the U.N. 

I recently participated in an international call for papers, and my 
project on the Peruvian case was amongst those selected. So I will 
have a chance to further my ideas about how the state has been cap-
tured by private interests and, more importantly, demonstrate what 
the consequences are in terms of tax collection. 

My early experience in the Peruvian tax reform helps me provide 
factual evidence and explain how the institutions work (or stop work-
ing, in the sense that in many cases they are paralyzed by special 
interests). I have to present the paper [at a] conference in Geneva, in 
November 2007, and I am very curious to see what kind of reactions I 
get since I plan to tell it as it is. 

Q. How have you gone about researching this project and why do 
you consider it so important?
a. I realized that it was crucial to study the rich in Latin America 
because we knew very little about them. The business community 
down there is a very closed society, one that outsiders do not pen-
etrate. In order to get to know the business leaders, I attended busi-
ness conferences and wrote for business journals. As a “journalist,” I 
had the opportunity to interview them and, at the same time, collect 
data for my research.

To me it is of the utmost importance that we find ways to balance 
the relationship between business and government. If you take into 

“More people now realize that globalization means that what happens  
        in one country has enormous consequences for the others, and more  
    in the case of Mexico, since, as the saying goes, ‘when Mexico catches  
                    a cold, the USA gets pneumonia’. ” 
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Alumni

awards and
accolades

political space. These fellowships are intend-
ed to defray living costs while conduct-
ing research at the State Records Center 
and Archives in Santa Fe, N.M. In addition,  
Trujillo will be working as a content devel-
oper for an International Museum and 
Library Services grant that is being adminis-
tered through the Museum of New Mexico. 
In addition to dissertation work, her 
research will become the content of a liter-
ary map on the state historian’s Web site.

south texas national Association  
of teachers singing results
On March 24, 2007, UTSA participated in the 
South Texas Chapter of NATS Auditions at 
Trinity University.  

There were approximately 200 students, 
teachers, accompanists and parents present 
for the day’s events.  The entire UTSA voice 
faculty adjudicated for the auditions. COLFA 
accompanists also were a major part of the 
success. UTSA had 30 students participat-
ing in the auditions. Twenty-one of those 
made semifinals, and 16 went on to the final 
round. UTSA had eight first places out of 12 
college categories.

president’s distinGuished 
Achievement
Two professors from the College of Liberal 
and Fine Arts received the President’s 
Distinguished Achievement Award: richard 
gambitta, Department of Political Science 
and Geography, for Teaching Excellence, 
Tenured Faculty Chancellor ’s Council 
Outstanding Teaching Award; and Marian 
aitches, Department of History, for Core 
Curriculum Teaching, Non-Tenure Track 
Faculty.

FAculty And stAFF

leslie raymond, Department of Art and Art 
History, received the Best Fresh Face honor 
by the San Antonio Current for her work in 
catalyzing the local video-art scene with 
Potter-Belmer Labs. 

dr.  r aymond Baird,  Depar tment 
of Psychology, appears in Promedion 
Productions’ three-DVD set “History of 
Psychology,” which was filmed last year and 
recently released.  His segment on psychol-
ogy and law is used as an illustration of the 
emergence of the concept of applied psy-
chology in which the results of scientific 
research are used to answer questions of 
practical significance. 

dr. norma e. cantú, Department of 
English, Classics and Philosophy, was pre-
sented with the Premerio Letras de Aztlan 
Award for her tireless work on behalf of 
Chicana/o studies, scholarship and commu-
nity activism at this year’s NACCS Tejas Foco 
conference.

COLFA is proud of four recent recipients of Ford Foundation Fellowships, one of 
the most prestigious fellowships in academe. 

patricia trujillo in the Department of English, Classics and Philosophy received 
a three-year predoctoral fellowship and lori rodriguez, also in English, Classics 
and Philosophy, received a one-year doctoral fellowship. rhonda Gonzales 
and Gabriela Gonzalez, both of the Department of History, were awarded Ford 
Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowships.

The fellowships are highly competitive, open to every field and all citizens 
or nationals of the United States, and require evidence of superior academic 
achievement. COLFA is fortunate to have these exceptional students and faculty. 

forD founDation fellowshiPs

cassandra miranda, UTSA communication 
alum, has won the Public Relations Society of 
America’s Horizon Award as part of the fifth 
annual Del Oro awards program.  The Del Oro 
Horizon Award is presented to a “rising star” 
public relations professional who has been in 
the profession less than five years. Cassandra 
has also been serving as co-professional 
adviser for COLFA’s Public Relations Student 
Society of America Chapter at UTSA.

colFA alum david A. hendricks, English 
M.A. 1981, was named one of the top business 
columnists in the country. He is a business 
columnist at the San Antonio Express-News.

puBlicAtions

dr. dan engster, Department of Political 
Science and Geography, has published a 
book titled  The Heart of Justice: Care Ethics 
and Political Theory (Oxford University Press, 
2007). The book offers the first complete 
account of the institutions and policies of a 
just society based upon the moral perspec-
tive of care ethics.

d r.  Francisco A.  m arcos-m arín, 
Department of Modern Languages and 
Literatures, presented his book Los retos del 
Español at Universidad Nacional Autónoma 
de México San Antonio, on April 12, 2007.  
On April 13, he was honored at UTSA’s 
Honors Alliance Gala, for excellence in pro-
moting intelligent living, meaningful learn-
ing and supporting the ideals and virtues of 
academic integrity and honesty.

dr. michael Almeida’s (Department of 
English, Classics and Philosophy) book man-
uscript, The Metaphysics of Perfect Beings, 
has been accepted at Routledge Press and 
will be published in their prestigious series, 
Routledge Studies in Philosophy of Religion. 

Amy simmons, Department of Music, was 
co-author of two published articles. “Effects 
of Sleep on Performance of A Keyboard 
Melody” (Simmons & Duke) appeared in the 
fall 2006 edition of the Journal of Research 
in Music Education. “The Nature of Expertise: 
Narrative Descriptions of 19 Common 
Elements Observed in The Lessons of Three 
Renowned Artist-Teachers” (Simmons & 
Duke) appeared in the fall 2006 edition of the 
Bulletin of the Council for Research in Music 
Education.  

students

Greg Bradley, a Department of History 
graduate student, was one of a handful 
of educators selected to participate in 
the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American 
History’s summer seminar.

Several students who graduated in 
May moved into Ph.D. programs and pro-
fessional schools this fall. clinton portis 
began law school at the University of 
Houston Law Center; philis Barragan 
entered the American studies Ph.D. pro-
gram at the University of Texas; and nydia 
mozingo joins the history Ph.D. program 
at the University of New Mexico.

The New Mexico Office of the State 
Historian, a division of the State Records 
Center and Archives, announced patricia 
trujillo is one of five New Mexico Scholars 
to receive a 2007 archival research fel-
lowship. Trujillo is a Ph.D. candidate in 
the Department of English, Classics and 
Philosophy. Her work focuses on Chicano 
studies and examines comparative nar-
ratives of New Mexico as a cultural and 

Congratulations to the French program in the 
Department of Modern Languages and Literature for 
pioneering a new learning experience through drama. 

Under the leadership of Dr. Joanne McKinnis and the 
directive talent of Frauke Steinmeier, several students 
presented a theater production of Moliere’s play Le 
Bourgeois Gentilhomme, which later evolved into a film 
production.

Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme was first presented Oct. 14, 
1670, before the royal court of France’s Louise XIV.  

Moliere, a French dramatist, director, theater man-
ager and actor, presented the play as a comedie-ballet 

in five acts.  Le Bourgeois Gentilhomme is a comedy about a middle-class social climber, 
Monsieur Jourdain, whose attempt to become part of the French nobility results in a dis-
play of ridicule and foolishness. 

The idea for the stage play originated with Dr. Jeanne Halley of the Department of 
Music and transformed into a project in January when McKinnis began auditions for the 
roles with students in her foreign language course. McKinnis wanted the class to learn 
of Moliere’s play through “total immersion rather than studying it as a one-dimensional 
piece of literature.” 

“This is an experience I will always remember,” says Erika Morgan who played Mme. 
Jourdain, “This was my last semester as an undergraduate, and I can look back and sin-
cerely say that no other class I’ve taken has allowed me to work as much on developing 
new individual skills while including the potential for academic growth and enriching 
interpersonal relationships.” 

MoDern languages anD literature on the 
forefront of technological aDvanceMent

The Ford Foundation Fellowship recipients are Lori Rodriquez (left to right),  
Patricia Trujillo, Gabriela Gonzalez and Rhonda Gonzales.
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your gifts make a difference  
in the utsa college of liberal and fine arts

o see your gifts in action, we invite you to the 1604 Campus 
to take a guided tour, visit the Art Gallery, attend a perfor-
mance in the Recital Hall, tour the Center for Archaeological 

Research, or to meet with Daniel Gelo, Dean of the College of 
Liberal and Fine Arts. Please contact Deborah Thomas, assistant 
to the dean, at (210) 458-4820 or deborah.thomas@utsa.edu for 
arrangements.

As you can see from the examples we have highlighted 
throughout our magazine, there are many opportunities to sup-
port the students, faculty and programs in the UTSA College 
of Liberal and Fine Arts.  From scholarships, to programs and 
research support, to outreach activities, your gifts support future 
business and community leaders, emerging scholars, talented 
artists and musicians, dedicated faculty researchers, teaching 

excellence, and much more.  

Many of the stories featured in 
this issue of Ovations are made 
possible through the gener-

ous support of our alumni and friends. As 
a state-assisted university, UTSA receives 
only 30 percent of its budget from the State 
of Texas, making every gift vital to our con-
tinued growth and success.  On behalf of 
our students, faculty and staff in the UTSA 
College of Liberal and Fine Arts, we extend 
our gratitude to each of the donors who 
support our mission. We are honored by 
their generosity and caring.

Your gifts to the College of Liberal and 
Fine Arts help ensure that stories like these 
continue to articulate the value of a UTSA 
liberal arts education to our students and 
to the cultural and economic richness of 
our communities.

Please join us in recognizing the follow-
ing individuals, businesses, foundations, 
and organizations that, through their con-
tributions, enhance our college’s outstand-
ing programs and activities. We especially 
want to thank the many alumni, who con-
tinue to designate their gifts to our college.  

Although we are grateful for each and 
every gift we received; due to space limi-
tations, the report below lists donors of 
$1,000 or more for the fiscal year Sept. 1, 
2006, to Aug. 31, 2007.

$25,000 to $49,999

Elizabeth Huth Coates Charitable 
Foundation of 1992

May K. and Victor Lam

National Research Council

Kathleen Weir and Albert Vale

Charlotte and Charles R. Walker

$10,000 to $24,999

City of San Antonio

Kronkosky Charitable Foundation

Barbara E. (M.M. ‘03) and Blair P. Labatt Jr.

Labatt Food Service

Opera Guild of San Antonio

San Antonio Area Foundation

The USAA Foundation

$5,000 to $9,999

Anonymous

Helen K. Groves

Kenneth A. Hovey*

Raynier Institute and Foundation

Russell Hill Rogers Fund for the Arts

$2,500 to $4,999

Concord Oil Company

Consulate General of the Federal  
Republic of Germany

Consulate General of Spain

Leighton J. and James L. Donnell

Connie C. (M.P.A. ‘87) and Dwight F. 
Henderson

Marilyn I. and Lester F. Libow

Nancy E. Pawel

The Presser Foundation

Marianne C. and Stewart R. Reuter

Beryl L. Rice and John W. Rice Foundation

Gladys Roldan-de-Moras

San Antonio Musical Club

Jennifer B. (B.S. ‘93) and David A. Spencer

Ernstine K. Studer

UVN Texas LP

Sheila (B.A. ‘96) and Wayne Wright

$1,000 to $2,499

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer and Feld LLP

Alamo Music Center Inc.

Paul T. Alessi

Mark E. Allen and Judith L. Fisher

Yvette (B.A. ‘92) and Michael J. Almeida

Maria E. Cassio-Ameduri and Ardow 
Ameduri Jr.

Helene J. (M.B.A. ‘06) and Julio  
(B.A. ‘02) Benitez

Ruth A. and James R. Berg

Bjorn’s Audio-Video-Home Theater

Richard D. Braune§

Dolph Briscoe

Sally M. and Robert T. Buchanan

Monika and James D. Calder

Colleen M. Casey and Tim Maloney

Centro Cultural Cubano of San Antonio

Cox Smith Matthews Incorporated

Sharon and Bjorn Dybdahl

James W. Edwards (M.A. ‘95)

Ingrid B. (B.A. ‘83) and W.R. Faris

Tenchita and Alfredo L. Flores Jr.

Ford Salute to Education

Mary Ann and Charles E. Franzke

Joanne P. (B.A. ‘96) and Richard L.  
(B.A. ‘97) Hathaway, J.D.

Hope Medical Supply Inc.

Therese A. Jones

Louie LeDeaux Seafood Kitchen

Constance A. Lowe

Constance Lowe Donor Advised Fund  
of Hutchinson Community Foundation

Diane L. Martinez

Vita M. and Paul L. Mayo Jr.

Trudy M. and Edward D. Moore

Cynthia Y. Munoz (B.A. ‘88)

Munoz Public Relations, L.L.C.

Catherine L. and John P. Nix

Francis A. Norman

Magdalena M. (B.B.A. ‘88) and  
Ray J. O’Gwin

Lois G. Oppenheimer

The Harris K. and Lois G. Oppenheimer 
Foundation

Jane Cheever and Thomas L. Powell Jr.

Rajam S. and Somayaji Ramamurthy

Stewart R. and Marianne C. Reuter Fund  
of the SAAF

RMSCO - TM, L.T.D.

Security Service Federal Credit Union

JoAnn and Herbert Stier

Kathleen§ and Leslie Thomas

UTSA Alumni Association

Jenny and Joe Uttinger

V.I.P. Staffing

Wells Fargo & Company, San Antonio

Jo Ann P. Wigodsky

* Deceased 
§ Sombrilla Society Member
 

Kathleen Weir and Albert Vale (center) with the 2006-07 
Kathleen Weir and Albert Vale Voice Scholars

Charles Walker (left to right), Rafael Moras, and Charlotte Walker 

Through their “his and her” endowments, sue and John  
Jockusch are making scholarships available across COLFA. 
First came the Sue Jockusch Endowed Scholarship for fine arts 
majors, which John gave in honor of his wife as a Christmas gift. 
Not wanting the liberal arts majors to be left out, the couple 
then established the John S. Jockusch Endowed Scholarship 
in the Liberal Arts.  The Jockusches feel it is important to help 
young people receive the solid foundation of knowledge pro-
vided by the UTSA liberal and fine arts disciplines. 

Kathleen Weir and Albert vale provide annual scholarships for 
UTSA music majors studying voice. With the help of the Vale’s 
generous gift, the Department of Music has been able to build 
the voice programs into one of the top vocal programs in the 

friends who are making a difference

southwestern United States. Kathleen and Albert support UTSA 
because of their love for choral music. Indeed, Kathleen sang in 
the San Antonio Choral Society directed by UTSA choral profes-
sor Gary Mabry. She heard about the need for music scholar-
ships and soon after provided the Kathleen and Albert Vale Voice 
Scholarship.

Sue and John Jockusch

Love of music, particularly opera, drew charlotte and charles 
Walker to the UTSA Lyric Theatre program. Not only are the 
Walkers regular attendees at what the Department of Music offers 
and other UTSA events, they are also great friends and support-
ers of the music students and faculty. In addition to the Charlotte 
and Charles Walker Opera Endowment, the couple also provides 
an annual scholarship, an annual graduate assistantship and the 
annual Charles and Charlotte Walker Opera Award. When asked 
why they give to UTSA, the couple explains: “When we came 

t
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to San Antonio eight years ago, we were hoping to find a niche 
where we might be able to make a difference and lend a help-
ing hand. We have finally found that opportunity in Dean Gelo’s 
College of Liberal and Fine Arts, particularly Dr. Eugene Dowdy’s 
Department of Music and Dr. William McCrary’s Lyric Theatre. They 
excel in operatic music making, but the diversity of their musical 
presentations truly covers all genres. In short, there is something 
for everyone. What really impresses us are the genuine mutually 
supportive relationships between faculty members and between 
the music faculty and their students. We would encourage other 
San Antonio music lovers to get involved and support the UTSA 
Department of Music. We find supporting this effort to be a truly 
rewarding experience.”

Rene Naud (left to right) and Derek Liles are recipients of the 2007–2008 
Richard L. and Joanne P. Hathaway Debate Annual Scholarship.

mAKinG A diFFerence  
throuGh plAnned GivinG
Planned gifts, or deferred gifts, offer the potential for a substantial 
contribution from an estate to the university, while allowing the 
donor to retain access to funds or other assets during his or her 
lifetime. Alumni and friends who include UTSA in their estate plans 
become members of the Sombrilla Society, one of UTSA’s most 
cherished groups. A bequest is one of the simplest and most pow-
erful ways to have a lasting impact at UTSA.  Other planned giving 
opportunities include trusts, gift annuities and life insurance.

Here are some examples of how you can leave a lasting legacy in 
the liberal and fine arts at UTSA:

Through your will, you can endow a faculty position or  •	
program in the liberal and fine arts.
By creating a charitable gift annuity, you can designate  •	
proceeds to create a scholarship for liberal and fine arts  
students.
Using life insurance or retirement accounts, you can  •	
designate UTSA as a beneficiary of all or a portion of  
your policies or accounts.
Through transfer of marketable securities, you can  •	
fund an endowment in the liberal and fine arts.

By making the decision to share your estate with UTSA, you will 
help ensure that quality public higher education will continue to 
be available to the citizens of San Antonio, South Texas and the 
greater community for many, many years to come. Gifts from 
Sombrilla Society members will inspire faculty and students in the 
college for generations to come.

To learn more about planning your gift or bequest to benefit the 
UTSA College of Liberal and Fine Arts, please contact

helene Benitez
COLFA Development Officer
The University of Texas at San Antonio
One UTSA Circle
San Antonio, Texas 78249-0641
Phone:  (210) 458-4404 or e-mail:  helene.benitez@utsa.edu
For giving information online,  
please visit http://www.utsa.edu/development/.

Thank you for supporting the UTSA College of Liberal and Fine 
Arts’ mission of quality research and creative work; exemplary 
teaching; and professional contributions to the community.

mission 

The COLFA Advisory Council is  
committed to promoting excellence 
in the arts, humanities and social 
sciences, and develops support for 
the scholarly and artistic efforts of 
the college.

college of liberal and fine arts 
2007–2008 advisory council

eXecutive oFFicers

Doğan A. Perese, chair

Maria-Eugenia Cossio-Ameduri,     
vice chair 

memBers

Allen Bennett
Betty Lee Birdsall
Ollie Bryant
Colleen Casey
Lisa Dollinger
Bjorn Dybdahl
Albert Estrada
Alfredo L. Flores
Mary Ann Franzke
Janie Groves
Martha Hicks
Sally Hoffman
Angelika Jansen-Brown
Mary Q. Kelly
Roxi McCloskey
John McFall
Joaquin G. Mira
Michael Francis Nealis
Amparo H. Ortiz
Jane Cheever Powell
Rajam S. Ramamurthy
Marianne C. Reuter
John Santikos
Ernstine Studer
Mary Pat Stumberg
Clinton Wright

not everyone wants to work for a liv-
ing, but everyone wants to have a 

lifestyle. That thought motivated mem-
bers of the COLFA Advisory Council as 
they helped design the first UTSA Lifestyle 
Fair, which took place April 10, 2007.

The fair was different from tradition-
al job fairs where students speak with 
employers, leave resumés and fill out 
applications. The Lifestyle Fair served 
as a no-pressure information forum in 
which employers discussed what it is like 
to work in their places of business, what 
they look for in applicants, and what 
they recommend students study. While 
traditional job fairs target students who 
are approaching graduation, this fair tar-
geted newer students—those who are 
wondering what major to select or what 
courses to take.

The COLFA Advisory Council was the 
first UTSA advisory council to meet with 
UTSA’s Career Services, and was excited 
by the resources and enthusiasm shown 
by the staff. Council members drew upon 
their own business contacts and con-
vinced many local employers to attend 
the fair. 

Council member Doğan Perese spent 
time at the FBI table and offered these 
observations: 

“Some students first approached our 
table with trepidation. As soon as we 
started speaking with them, the students 
relaxed and we had great conversations. 
As an example of how our fair opened the 
eyes of students to how they could use 
their degrees, many psychology majors 
found a welcoming potential employer 
in the form of the FBI. Psychology majors 
are in demand as victim’s advocates, pro-
filers, linguists and special agents. Most 
of the students left our table convinced 
they had chosen the right major for 
themselves and encouraged about their 
job prospects.” 

Members of the Advisory Council 
believe that COLFA promotes creativity 
on the part of students, and the Lifestyle 
Fair addressed creative instincts shared 
by students. The council plans to con-
tinue the event each year and to include 
more employers. 

deAn’s Advisory council creAtes  
the LifestyLe Career fair

Representatives from Broadway National Bank offer 
employment advice to students at the Lifestyle Fair, 
organized by the COLFA Advisory Council.

richard l. hathaway, J.d. (B.A. ’97) has fond memories of his 
days on the UTSA debate team. It was hard work, but Richard cred-
its his success in earning his law degree to the skills he acquired in 
debate. Although not on the debate team, Joanne (B.A. ‘96) was 
there supporting Richard and the team. The couple has given the 
Richard L. and Joanne P. Hathaway Debate Annual Scholarship for 
four consecutive years. Richard explains their motivation for giv-
ing, “Collegiate debate is an activity that develops and hones criti-
cal thinking and analytical skills. These skills have proven essential 
to our success. We are more than happy to give back to a program 
that has given us so much.”
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o vat i o n s
Gail ribalta, senior vice president of 
marketing and partner of edvance 
research inc.
“It was rewarding to see so many young 
students already career minded, think-
ing about their own future and how they 
can add value in the corporate world. A 
liberal arts background provides breadth 
of experience in thinking about how to 
approach a multitude of issues that occur 
in any corporate situation. This is a good 
win-win experience for students and pro-
spective employers alike.”

Amanda conine, group recruiting 
supervisor, enterprise rent-A-car
“I enjoyed the structure of the career fair. 
Spending time with students in a more 
informal, one-on-one setting was great! 
The qualities we look for in candidates 
really transcend their individual majors. 
Among other things, we look for leader-
ship skills and an entrepreneurial spirit, 

someone who is career minded and 
driven to succeed. Through Enterprise’s 
entry-level Management Trainee pro-
gram–which includes hands-on training 
as well as formal classroom instruction–
employees learn all aspects of the busi-
ness before taking on the responsibility of 
running their own branch office.” 

Jim Whitman, director of theater  
operations, santikos theatres
“Rarely do I have the opportunity to 
converse with qualified management 
candidates who are amenable and 
excited to learn about available career 
selections within our industry. That was 
the environment created at this spring’s 
UTSA Lifestyle Career Fair. The energy and 
candor supplies a perfect forum to con-
nect with students. Thank you, UTSA, for 
sharing an atmosphere that allows us to 
share our passion for movies, guests and 
our business.”

comments From some oF the employer pArticipAnts in the liFesyle cAreer FAir:

Attention  
colFA Alumni

Have you been in touch lately?  

The UTSA College of Liberal and 

Fine Arts is building its alumni net-

work. Please send your name and 

current contact information to  

deborah.thomas@utsa.edu.

We also are interested in your 

unique or fascinating stories or 

those of other COLFA alumni you 

may know. Please share them  

with us for possible publication.
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