
Providing students in the life sciences the unique 
opportunity to collaborate with scholars across South Texas 
on world class research and innovations in patient care.

San Antonio Life 
Sciences Institute

L E G I S L A T I V E  B R I E F

INITIATIVE OVERVIEW
The San Antonio Life Sciences Institute (SALSI) catalyzes and facilitates 
interdisciplinary collaborations and curriculum alignments in the 
biomedical and biotechnology industries for San Antonio and south Texas. 
Through this initiative, The University of Texas at San Antonio (UTSA) 
has brought awareness to San Antonio’s biomedical research profile 
and fostered collaboration between UTSA, UT Health San Antonio, Texas 
Biomedical Research Institute (TBRI), Southwest Research Institute (SwRI) 
and the San Antonio Military Health System (SAMHS). 

SALSI has provided opportunities for faculty, professional researchers and 
students from these organizations to join forces to advance research by 
harnessing joint knowledge, skills and resources. The program has had a 
significant impact on students, research efforts and faculty cluster hiring 
as well as many joint publications, patents and copyright filings.

THE CHALLENGE
SALSI funding has been reduced in the past. Any further cuts in SALSI 
would hinder the program’s ability to train PhD students and limit 
the number of students participating in joint programs. Reduction or 
elimination of funding will necessitate the removal of several core SALSI 
programs. This would affect future strategic hiring efforts, which will 
impact competitiveness in pursuit of federal funding programs and San 
Antonio’s progress in advancing innovation in the life sciences, as well as 
future efforts to expand life science-focused degree programs.
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ANNUAL FUNDING REQUEST 
$1,319,142 per year | $2,638,282 over biennum
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THE IMPACT
SALSI has made a significant impact on UTSA’s advancement toward Carnegie R1 and NRUF status, allowing the 
institution to move much more quickly toward attaining national prominence for innovations in patient care and health 
promotion.

Over the past four years SALSI has supported:

 » Collaborative teaming and multidisciplinary research of the Brain Health Consortium, advancing basic understanding 
of the brain to prevent and treat the most debilitating brain disorders

 » Establishment of the MATRIX AI Institute, to better understand how AI can improve human wellbeing and security

 » Vaccine development research studies to combat COVID-19

 » In partnership with UT Health San Antonio, $350,000 for interdisciplinary collaborative teams working in 
neuroscience research for substance abuse, opioid epidemic research and healthcare cybersecurity

 » Filing of 5 patents/copyrights

 » More than 30 grant submissions yielding over $15 million in follow-on funding

 » Dozens of conferences and networking/partnership events, including the San Antonio Military Health System and 
Universities Research Forum (SURF), the region’s premier academic-industry-military research exchange


