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The holidays can be filled with
many wonderful events for
most people, but unfortunately
this is not always the case. For
many, the holidays are filled
with bitter memories of bad
choices, caused by impaired
drivers. Anyone who has experienced a loss during the holidays can tell you that the devastation experienced ruins the
holidays for years. Impaired
driving can be very deadly to

drivers as possible so that people can celebrate safely. There
is a national effort in this prevention.
Organizations like
the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA),
within the U.S. Department of
Transportation and the White
House’s Office of National Drug
Control Policy (ONDCP) are
both very active in promoting
this campaign. Celebrate safely this holiday season. We
stand with
all
those
who have
known the
tragic consequences
of drugged
or
drunk
driving, and
we rededicate
ourselves
to
preventing
it this December and throughout the
year.

Impaired

driving
those engaged in it, as well as
those in the vicinity of an impaired driver. It is also completely preventable. The UTSA
Police Department is promoting the National Impaired Driving Prevention Month.
This
prevention effort is in place to
help reduce as many impaired

In an average year, 30 million
Americans drive drunk, and 10
million Americans drive impaired by illicit drugs.
A 2010 survey by the Substance Abuse and Mental
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Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) revealed that 13.2
percent of all people aged 16
or older drove under the influence of alcohol and 4.3 percent drove under the influence
of illicit drugs during the past
year. Furthermore, rates of impaired driving differed dramatically by age.


While 11.8 percent of people
aged 26 and older drove
drunk, 19.5 percent of people aged 16 to 25 drove
drunk.



And, 2.8 percent of the older
group drove drugged, while
11.4 percent of younger drivers did so.

December seems particularly
suited to this observation because traffic fatalities that involve impaired drivers increase significantly during the
Christmas and New Year’s holiday periods: On average, 25
people were killed in alcoholimpaired driving crashes per
day during December 2010.
Moreover, young adults are
among those at greatest risk
for driving impaired. During
December 2010, drivers 21 to

34 years old were alcohol impaired and involved in fatal
crashes at a higher percentage
than any other age group.
If you are under the age of 21,
you should not consume alcohol. Parents, caregivers, and
bystanders should be willing
to step up and commit themselves to never cater to or remain quite about underage
drinking. If someone you know
is drinking, don’t let that person get behind the wheel. If
you see an impaired driver on
the road, contact law enforcement. Your actions may save
someone's life, and inaction
could cost a life. Families also
play an essential part in stopping impaired driving.
UTSA now expects Roadrunners to be active bystanders.
Be responsible and make good
choices. Plan ahead. Be Rowdy, but be Rowdy Safe!
If you have any questions or
would like more information,
you can contact the UTSA Police Department’s Community
Affairs Section at communityaffairs@utsa.edu.
http://youth.gov/feature-article/
december-national-impaired- 4
driving-prevention-month

Tips for
Managing
the Holiday Blues

By Laura Greenstein
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The holiday season is always a special time of year. It is also a time
when busy people become careless and vulnerable to theft and other
holiday crimes. We can never be too careful, too prepared, or too
aware. Please share this information with family, friends, and neighbors.
The UTSA Police Department wishes you a safe, happy, and peaceful
holiday season.
Driving

















Avoid driving alone or at night.
Keep all car doors locked and windows closed
while in or out of your car. Set your alarm or
use an anti-theft device.
If you must shop at night, park in a welllighted area.
Avoid parking next to vans, trucks with
camper shells, or cars with tinted windows.
Park as close as you can to your destination
and take notice of where you parked.
Never leave your car unoccupied with the motor running or with children inside.
Do not leave packages or valuables on the seat
of your car. This creates a temptation for thieves.
If you must leave something in the car, lock it in
the trunk or put it out of sight.
Be sure to locate your keys prior to going to your
car.
Keep a secure hold on your purse, handbag and
parcels. Do not put them down or on top of the
car in order to open the door.
Some information gathered from the Los Angeles Police Department
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When approaching or leaving your vehicle, be aware of your surroundings.

Do not approach your car alone if there are suspicious people in
the area.

Ask mall or store security for an escort before leaving your shopping location.
Automated Teller Machine (ATM)

If you must use an ATM, choose one that is located inside a police
station, mall, or well-lighted location. Withdraw only the amount of
cash you need.

Protect your PIN by shielding the ATM keypad from anyone who is
standing near you.

Do not throw your ATM receipt away at the ATM location.
Shopping

Shop during daylight hours whenever possible. If you must shop at
night, go with a friend or family member.

Dress casually and comfortably.

Avoid wearing expensive jewelry.

Do not carry a purse or wallet, if possible.

Always carry your Texas Driver’s License or Identification Card
along with necessary cash, checks and/or a credit card you expect
to use.

Even though you are rushed and thinking about a thousand things,
stay alert to your surroundings.

Avoid carrying large amounts of cash.

Pay for purchases with a check or credit card when possible.

Keep cash in your front pocket.

Notify the credit card issuer immediately if your credit card is lost,
stolen or misused.

Keep a record of all of your credit card numbers in a safe place at
home.

Be extra careful if you do carry a wallet or purse. They are the
prime targets of criminals in crowded shopping areas, transportation terminals, bus stops, on buses and other rapid transit.

Avoid overloading yourself with packages. It is important to have
clear visibility and freedom of motion to avoid mishaps.
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Beware of strangers approaching you for any reason. At this time of
year, "con-artists" may try various methods of distracting you with
the intention of taking your money or belongings.
Children

If possible, leave small children at home with a trusted babysitter.

Teach your child to go to a store clerk and ask for help in case your
child is separated from you.

Teach children to stay close to you at all times while shopping.

Never allow children to make unaccompanied trips to the restroom.

Children should never be allowed to go to the car alone and they
should never be left alone in the car.

Teach children their full name, address and telephone number to
give to police officers or security. Teach children to immediately inform you if a stranger is bothering them.
At Home

Be extra cautious about locking doors and windows when you leave
the house, even for a few minutes.

When leaving home for an extended time, have a neighbor or family member watch your house and pick up your newspapers and
mail.

Indoor and outdoor lights should be on an automatic timer.

Leave a radio or television on so the house looks and sounds occupied.

Large displays of holiday gifts should not be visible through the windows and doors of your home.

When setting up a Christmas tree or other holiday display, make
sure doors and passageways are clear inside your home.

Be sure your Christmas tree is mounted on a sturdy base so children, elderly persons or family pets cannot pull it over on themselves.

If you use lights on your Christmas tree ensure the wiring is not
damaged or frayed. Frayed or damaged wiring can cause a fire.

Place your Christmas tree in water or wet sand to keep it green.

Never place wrapping paper in your fireplace.
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Operation Identification
The goal of Operation Identification is to deter property-related crime
and to assist the UTSA Police Department in their efforts to find and
return stolen or lost property to its rightful owner. Remember the following:

Mark gifts with your Texas Driver’s License or Identification Card
number.

Do not use your Social Security Number.

For items that cannot be marked with an engraver, photograph or
videotape the items.
Strangers at Your Door

Be aware that criminals sometimes pose as couriers delivering
gifts.

It is not uncommon for criminals to take advantage of the generosity of people during the holiday season by soliciting donations doorto-door for charitable causes although no charity is involved.

Ask for their identification, and find out how the donated funds will
be used. If you are not satisfied, do not donate.

Donate to a recognized charitable organization.
Hosting a Party

Have non-alcoholic beverages available for
party guests.

Find alternative transportation for intoxicated guests.

Arrange for an official designated driver for
your party who will not drink at all.
Attending a Party

Have something to eat before consuming
alcoholic beverages.

Eat high protein foods that will stay in your
stomach longer and slow the absorption of
alcohol into your system.

Remember only time will eliminate the alcohol from your body.

Know your safe limit.

Never drink and drive.
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DON’T LEAVE IT BEHIND...
If you will be leaving town for the holidays, don’t
leave your valuables behind on campus. All too often
students & staff believe that their belongings will be
safe on campus or in their dorm / residence. Theft is
one of the most common crimes on campus, including during the holiday break. Be sure to take your
valuables with you—jewelry, laptops, game console,
and textbooks to name a few. You may not be able to
take larger items with you, but take what you can carry that you don’t want to be stolen. The larger items
should be secured in your room and engraved with
Operation ID. Don’t become a victim of a crime.
Secure It. Keep It.
For more information, please email:
communityaffairs@utsa.edu
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Holiday Tips
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Thomas F. Duffy, Chair, MS-ISAC
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© Multi-State Information Sharing & Analysis Center. Monthly Security Tips Newsletter. November 2016; Volume 11, Issue 11.
15

Thanksgiving
Luncheon
Thanks to all those who contributed to this event!
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TRAINING
For UTSA Faculty & Staff

FALL SEMESTER
TRAINING DESCRIPTION
EP
500
EP
457
EP
354

Campus Carry: What You Need to Know

Emergency Preparedness ONLINE Training
Community Response to Active Shooter Events

DATE
TIME
LOCATION CAMPUS
Thu.
2:00 – 4:00
BB 4.02.10
Main
Dec 8
ONLINE Course only – National Award Winning
Training!
Email SGT Shawn Smith to schedule for your department. shawn.smith@utsa.edu

SPRING SEMESTER
TRAINING DESCRIPTION
EP
350
EP
350
EP
500
EP
500
EP
500
EP
500
EP
485
EP
485

DATE

TIME

LOCATION

CAMPUS

Personal Safety & Security Awareness

Feb. 2

10a-12p

NPB 1.408

Main

Personal Safety & Security Awareness

Mar. 9

10a-12p

BV 1.322

DTC

Campus Carry: What You Need to Know

Feb. 2

2p-3:30p

HUC 2.216

Main

Campus Carry: What You Need to Know

Mar. 9

2p-3:30p

BV 1.322

DTC

Campus Carry: What You Need to Know

Apr. 6

10a-11:30a

HUC 2.216

Main

Campus Carry: What You Need to Know

May 4

10a-11:30a

BB 4.02.10

Main

Floor Captain Safety Liaison Training

Feb. 9

9a-12p

UC 2.02.12

Main

Floor Captain Safety Liaison Training

Feb. 27

1p-4p

ITC

ITC

EP
457

Emergency Preparedness ONLINE Training

EP
354

Community Response to Active Shooter Events

ONLINE Course only – National Award Winning
Training!
Email SGT Shawn Smith to schedule for your department. shawn.smith@utsa.edu
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QTY
5
12
20
24
55
11
27
39
42
19
17
40
6
56
5
4
2
1
1
4
1
1
2
2
3
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
5
1
1
1
1
1
2

Item
Bag/Backpacks
Binders/Folders
Books
Calculators
Cell phone & Laptop Chargers
Cell phones
Earbuds/Earphones
Jewelry & Watches
Keys
Misc. Electronics
Misc. Items
Prescription glasses & Sunglasses
Umbrellas
USB/Memory Storage
Wallets
Personal Document
Tools
Office & Art Supplies
Musical Instruments
TXDL
TX ID Card
BBVA Compass
SSFCU Power Card
Bank of America
Wells Fargo
smiONE Prepaid Card
Citi Bank
USAA Debit Card
First National Bank Texas
Capital One
IBC Bank
Woodforest National Bank
Discover It Card
Frost Bank
Chase Bank
My Prepaid Card
Six Flags Pass
PROX Keys
Regal Crown Club Movie Rewards Card
San Antonio Public Library Card
Gift Card

Description
Various Brands, Colors & Styles
Various Brands, Colors & Styles
Various Brands, Colors & Styles
Various Brands, Colors & Styles
Various Brands, Colors & Styles
Various Brands, Colors & Styles
Various Brands, Colors & Styles
Various Brands, Colors & Styles
Various Brands, Colors & Styles
Various Brands, Colors & Styles
Various Brands, Colors & Styles
Various Brands, Colors & Styles
Various Brands, Colors & Styles
Various Brands, Colors & Styles
A. Rodriguez, H. Lowe,
J. Pitre, D. Deleon, W. McCormick, A. Manchester
Various Brands, Colors & Styles

L. Luckey, J. Solis-Oliva, M. Navarrete, R. Moseann
Brenda Nyaboke Opande,
Karina Gonzalez
Christopher A Mendozza, Christopher Casias
Jacynda E Espenshade, Stanley O'Neal Dye Jr
D. Castro, Genesis Camacho
Rebecca Galvan
Sajjad Haider
Nitzia T French
Benjamin Solarek
Anthonie Barlow
Ana C Perales Padilla
Jesse M Esquibel
Mohamad J Kaki Sr
Pablo Garcia, Yvanna B Gilliam
J. Reynosa, MS Mao, H. Li, E. Castilleja
Brian Vidosh
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Merry Christmas from the
UTSA Police Dept.
Excellent job by OFC Westbrook who received
a Positive Performance report for his efforts
to the UTSA community. His work has led to

multiple major arrests. Keep it up!

Merry Christmas
from the Evening
Shift!
SGT Jovany Vega celebrates
the 241st birthday of the United
States Marine Corps. by taking
an American flag through campus on a run. Happy Birthday
Marines!
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The below is a summary of the crimes that occurred as of last month. For more information, go to www.utsa.edu/utsapd
and click on Crime Stats.

Thefts

18 Alcohol Arrests

Burglaries

2 Drug Arrests

Assaults

2 DWI/DUI Arrests

3

Theft of Motor Vehicle

1
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Other Crimes

6
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UTSA Police Department

Community Affairs Section
One UTSA Circle
San Antonio, TX 78249
(210) 458-6250
communityaffairs@utsa.edu
utsapdrecruiting@utsa.edu

www.utsa.edu/utsapd
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